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Civilian uniform' 

The June article "Men of Dishonor" is a good reminder 
that it is OK to ask people questions about their "military 
experience." As a drilling Reservist and 
senior enlisted leader, I am upset that people 
need a fabrication to prop up their lives. 
Perhaps if these people of dishonor would 
consider the challenge of just supporting 
veterans and their needs, they would find 
that the rewards of helping others can be equally important 
as the fine service of those in uniform. -Jon a Altmann, Phoenix 




Hard to verify 

It's regrettable some folks feel 
so poorly about themselves on the 
inside that they feel they must 
wear medals awarded better men 
on the outside. I feel the obvious 
frauds are merely to be pitied. 
Those, however, who trade in the 
service of others for profit should 
be prosecuted. 

Unfortunately, what gets record- 
ed and saved in one's personnel 
file often bears only slightly on 
what an individual was actually 
doing and where he was doing it. 
You'd be hard pressed to find 
anything in my records that 
confirms my presence in Bien 
Hoa, Phuoc Vinh or Camp Enari, 
and nothing to suggest that my 
first two months in country were 
spent largely as a truck driver. In 
fact, the commendation medal I 
was awarded at the end of my tour 
was for a year's service in support 
of the 366th Tactical Fighter Wing 
at Da Nang. I was at Da Nang for 
less than three months. 

- Dave Hornell, West Chazy N.Y. 

Bad advice 

While I wholeheartedly support 
the quest to expose bogus veter- 
ans, I was taken back with the 
advice offered in the article "Men 
of Dishonor." If any neighbor or 
fellow citizen ever requested that 
I provide them with my service 
number, Social Security number 
or any other vital information so 
they might delve into my file, 
there is no doubt in my mind 
where I would tell them get off. 

- Tom Holloran, Whitestone, N.Y. 



Never forget 

Dennis Prager's article "Dear 
Germany: Have You Learned 
Anything?" (June) is an outstand- 
ing piece of work. 

I spent three tours of duty in 
Germany. What I remember most 
was an article in Stars & Stripes 
about a village outside of Wurz- 
burg complaining about our 
choppers making too much noise 
and affecting the cattle's milk 
output. The mayor responded, 
"Would you rather have U.S. 
or Soviet aircraft flying over 
your village?" 

Like the French, the Germans 
are forgetting their past and how 
much Americans have sacrificed 
for their freedoms. 

- Leo P. Mares, Silver City, N.M. 

Unnecessary war 

Although Dennis Prager's 
commentary is his opinion, I am 
concerned that The American 
Legion Magazine would publish it. 
Germany was against the war in 
Iraq. So were many Legionnaires. 
Diplomacy through the United 
Nations could have had the same 
result without the unnecessary loss 
of lives and huge expense. Iraq 
posed no threat to us, regardless of 
what President Bush might claim. 

- Robert Mimm, Willingboro, N.J. 

The way we are 

Dennis Prager's article "Dear 
Germany" is excellent. It is not 
condescending nor German- 
bashing. His points are simple and 
straightforward. Despite all we've 
done for Germany, from V-E Day 



to the Marshall Plan and bringing 
down the Berlin Wall, it obviously 
has not learned a thing. It's too 
bad we can't pull our troops out 
and let the German economy chug 
along on its own with no Yankee 
dollar. Let them deal with the 
Hitlers and the Saddam Husseins. 
But the United States never shies 
from any situation. I imagine we 
will stay in Germany, the rest of 
Europe and the Middle East. 
That's just the way America's 
fabric is woven. 

- Lee Yagel, Henderson, Nev. 

Praise for pacifism 

I was appalled at Dennis 
Prager's commentary condemning 
Germany for being pacifist. As 
one who served in the Army 
during World War II, I thank God 
it is pacifist. I think my grandfa- 
ther, who served with the Ameri- 
can forces in France during World 
War I, would ditto that. I thought 
we preached the idea of pacifism 
to the Japanese and Germans 
after World War II. Publicly 
enunciating and then following a 
doctrine of preemptive attack is 
new to American military and 
international policy and ill befits 
a nation with our ideals. 

- Ralph M. Elliott, Queens Village, N.Y. 

Dear France ... 

Dennis Prager is right to take 
Germany to task for forgetting the 
past. But why should France be 
off the hook for telling Saddam 
Hussein, "Now just be a good boy 
and tell us what evil weapons you 
have." Are the French just na'ive 
or morally corrupt? 

-Donald R. Hart Jr., West Cornwall, Conn. 

Costly lesson 

What Germany has learned is 
not to allow another arrogant 
megalomaniac to get control of its 
military in order to force his will 
on other countries. Unfortunately, 
we in America have not learned 
that lesson yet. If we ever do, I 
hope it will not cost us as much 
as it has cost the German people. 

-R.A. Salser, Lampasas, Texas 

Down with oil 

Robert McGarvey's article "U.S. 
Energy Independence: Salvation 
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or Mirage?" (June) is biased 
toward oil barons and those who 
have stockpiled chests of wealth 
because of oil. He is right when 
he says more than half our 
petroleum is imported and we 
should look for other sources of 
energy. The logical solution is to 
reduce dependence on the "black 
gold" altogether. 

How can this be done without 
upsetting the oil barons and 
disrupting their massive wealth? 
Give them a part of the action on 
the technologies that would 
replace, in part, that dependency 
on oil. A good example is the fuel 
cell. This technology is more than 
120 years old but has been put on 
the backburner due to its implica- 
tion for the oil business and 
society's dependence on it. 
Imagine running our country on a 
fuel source such as water or 
methane, both of which are 
renewable sources for hydrogen 
needed for fuel cells. 

- Robert Parke, Binghamton, NY. 

New oil source 

Robert McGarvey didn't mention 
the new thermal depolymerization 
process developed by Changing 
World Technologies that converts 
any carbon-based waste into oil. 
Sounds too good to be true, but 
CWT will soon open its first full- 
scale plant in Carthage, Mo., 
which will convert 200 tons of 
turkey processing waste into 600 
barrels of oil every day. This is a 
small step toward reducing the 12 
million barrels we import every 
day, but if it works as predicted 
we may see in the next decade a 
new, renewable source of this 
precious commodity. 

- Tom Short Dearborn, Mich. 

Try biodiesel 

Robert McGarvey's article could 
have been written by the oil 
cartel. He made the claim that we 
have no choice but to import oil. A 
viable alternative exists: biodiesel. 
Back in 1900, when Rudolph 
Diesel introduced his new engine, 
it ran on peanut oil. However, 
diesel fuel was a byproduct to 
gasoline refining and cheaper. 
Now some companies are back to 
plant oil, such as soybean. 



Soy diesel has a higher octane 
and can be used in any diesel 
engine with no modifications. 
Some sailboats on the Chesapeake 
Bay have used soy oil for the past 
15 years. We can cut imported oil 
in half by using biodiesel in 
buses, trucks and trains and to 
generate electricity. The product is 
limited due to few plants that 
process soybeans - what a great 
replacement for tobacco growers. 

The best selling point for soy 
diesel is that it doesn't pollute the 
environment. The downside is the 
exhaust smells so great it makes a 
person hungry. 

- Stephen Palkovic, Lititz, Pa. 

Like royalty 

In the article "Bringing Them 
Home?" (Under the Radar, June), 
U.S. Rep. Ginny Brown-Waite, R- 
Fla., says many Americans "do 
not feel that the French govern- 
ment appreciates the sacrifices 
men and women in uniform have 
made to defend the freedom that 
the French enjoy today." 

In May, our family visited 
American cemeteries in France 
and Belgium to trace where my 
dad served in World War II. As 
the time for our trip drew near, 
we were hesitant because of the 
media emphasis on the anti- 
American sentiment of the 
French. We were advised by the 
French consulate in Chicago that 
this sentiment was largely created 

WE WANT 
YOUR OPINIONS 

The American Legion Magazine 
welcomes letters concerning 
articles that appear in the 
publication. Be sure to include your 
hometown and a daytime phone 

number for verification. 
All letters are subject to editing. 
Send your opinions to: 

The American Legion Magazine 
P.O. Box 1055 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 

You also can contact us 
directly via e-mail or through 
the World Wide Web: 

magazine@legion.org 
http://www.legion.org 



by the media and reassured that 
we would be welcomed, and we 
were. Every place we visited we 
were treated like royalty. My 
father remarked, "You would 
think I won the war myself!" 

Rather than promote ill feelings, 
Brown-Waite would make better 
use of her time by visiting these 
cemeteries herself and experienc- 
ing the profound feelings of 
gratitude we saw firsthand. 

- Rose Potvin, Bark River, Mich. 

Grow up, Ginny 

The proposed bill to disinter 
U.S. dead in France by Rep. 
Brown-Waite is foolishness, just 
like "freedom fries" and "freedom 
toast." This administration 
deliberately orchestrated a France- 
trashing campaign because 
France has an independent 
worldview. Should we trash Lafay- 
ette and send back the Statue of 
Liberty, too? It is obvious that 
Brown-Waite is unaware that 
cemeteries such as St. Laurent are 
U.S. soil. France deeded the 
ground to the United States for its 
fallen military. Let's cut out this 
divisive childishness. 

- Howard Park, Magalia, Calif. 

Party line 

In "The Draft Debate" (June), 
Rep. Charlie Rangel, D-N.Y., uses a 
term often used when politicians 
were against the draft: "Under the 
current system, the affluent and 
politically connected generally 
avoid serving." How, under the 
current system of volunteering, 
can one avoid serving? Politicians 
today appear to have a computer 
full of party-approved phrases. 
Perhaps it needs updating. 

- Bruce Hess, Xenia, Ohio 

Negative lottery 

I recently retired from the 
armed forces after 30 years of 
service. I entered a military with 
draftees and left with volunteers. 
Some draftees were very good, 
but the majority were more 
focused on counting their days or 
finding a way out. A draft today 
would do little more than degrade 
the quality of our superb force. 
We have men and women in 
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uniform who want to be there and 
are willing to do the job as asked. 

A draft is nothing more than a 
negative lottery where the win- 
ners are those whose numbers 
aren't drawn. However, if Rep. 
Charlie Rangel and the Legion are 
willing to support mandatory con- 
scription for all 19-year-olds, you 
have my support. I have always 
believed every American should 
be required to spend two full 
years in federal service. 

- Tony Kolodgy Henrietta, Texas 

Apples and oranges 

Rep. Charlie Rangel should be 
ashamed of himself for using 
"The Draft Debate" to voice his 
views on the war in Iraq and to 
criticize President Bush. What do 
any of those comments have to do 
with bringing back the draft? 

- Ken Brown, Altus, Okla. 

Boys to men 

I never dreamed I would agree 
with Charlie Rangel on any 
subject. OK, I am not in total 
agreement; his arguments for it 
are as fallacious as his arguments 
on any other subject on which he 
pontificates. I am for the draft 
because it helped me and hun- 
dreds of thousands of other 
adolescents become men during 
World War II. I was an only child 
who received nothing but love 
and pampering from my family 
during the Depression. Infantry 
basic training jolted me into the 
realization that I was no more 
special and, in many cases, a lot 
less special than those around 
me. The military teaches the 
discipline and respect that many 
able-bodied young men never 
seem to learn without such 
training. Further, a one-year or 
two-year stint in the service 
would provide a reasonably well- 
trained reserve if needed. 

-Don Clifford, University Place, Wash. 

Above the problem 

Reps. Jim McDermott, D-Wash., 
and Jim DeMint, R-S.C, need to 
get away from Washington and 
find out what's really happening 
("National Health-Care System," 
Big Issues, June). McDermott 
talks about 42 million people who 



lack medical insurance. In Louisi- 
ana, almost $10 million to insure 
uninsured children went unused. 
Were these children part of the 70 
percent of the uninsured in 
working families? And the 20,000 
people dying every year because 
they lack insurance? Where do 
those numbers come from? 

Meanwhile, DeMint says that 
with socialized medicine, we'll 
pay higher taxes, be forced to 
accept fewer benefits and experi- 
ence long lines at doctor's offices. 
Doesn't he realize veterans 
already experience long lines and 
that Medicare recipients and 
veterans alike have fewer benefits 
and worse service each year? Of 
course, with the benefit packages 
members of Congress vote them- 
selves, they don't experience that. 

- Harold J. Jones, New Orleans 

Not so scary 

Rep. Jim DeMint, R-S.C, has all 
his "fear factors" in order. He 
spouts the worn-out line that with 
national health care, our choices 
would be taken from us and taxes 
would increase. What he's miss- 
ing is that we wouldn't have 
insurance companies making 
profits. We wouldn't have 42 
million uninsured people using 
emergency rooms, which we pay 
for in higher insurance premiums. 
We also wouldn't have people 
waiting until they are critically ill 
before seeking medical help, 
raising the cost of caring for them. 
- John W. Shirts, Woodbury, Minn. 

Price too high 

Rep. Jim McDermott plays fast 
and loose with oft-quoted figures. 
This frequently heard but absurd 
number of 42 million Americans 
without health insurance has 
been tailored to inflame the 
uninformed in an effort to foist a 
national health-care system on 
an already burgeoning and 
bulging delivery system. In the 
same article, he admits to 
governmental care for 80 million 
elderly, disabled and indigent 
Americans through Medicare, 
Medicaid, VA medicine and other 
federal programs. What he 
doesn't say is that most of the 
aforementioned 42 million 



Americans without insurance are 
given needed health care via 
these government programs. 

- Bill Ross, Plantation, Fla. 

Baghdad Jim 

I find it incredible that The 
American Legion Magazine would 
give a forum to Rep. Jim McDer- 
mott to debate anything. He 
undercut our country's interests 
by going to Iraq and kowtowing 
to Saddam Hussein, giving our 
enemies comfort and trashing our 
elected leadership. He should 
have been tried for treason. 

-Armin Feger, Muncy Pa. 

Crude humor 

The Parting Shots jokes always 
provide a good laugh, but the one 
about the injured golfer in the 
June issue was sleazy and undig- 
nified, more suited for a men's 
locker room. To make sure I 
wasn't being a prude, I shared it 
with others - both men and 
women. They concurred with my 
feelings. The joke was crude and 
didn't belong in a veterans 
magazine. 

- Carol Berrett, Spanish Fork, Utah 

Free ride 

The answer to the VA health- 
care problem is really quite simple. 
Congress has shown where its 
priorities lie by passing legislation 
providing total health care for 
illegal aliens - preventive medi- 
cine to clinic appointments and 
hospitalization. By simply declar- 
ing all veterans to be honorary 
undocumented immigrants, the 
entire public health-care system 
will be open to all of us. 

- Walt Jespersen, NewCaney Texas 

Recruit help for VA 

The May issue's "Faces Behind 
the Cases" reveal a common 
thread of communication 
breakdown. Acknowledgement of 
phone calls and letters does not 
take doctors or nurses, nor does 
maintenance of medical records. 
Why can't VA organize volunteers 
to staff and operate contact 
groups? Not all veterans are 
hospital cases. Many of us with 
disabilities can help. 

-R.A. Bigda, Holyoke, Mass. 
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Ernesto A. Tafoya of Pueblo, Colo., is a 
76-year-old, service-disabled World War II 
veteran and a retired Naval Reservist. As 
of this writing, his wait for an initial 
doctor appointment in a VA medical 
facility exceeds two years. He is just one 
of more than 200,000 veterans waiting six 
months or longer for appointments in the 
VA system. 

Since Tafoya's wait began, more than 
164,000 veterans - those who fit into the 
recently created Priority Group 8 - have 
been prohibited from entering the system 
because they are not poor enough and 
because they lack a service-connected 
disability rating. This decision means the 
Veterans Health Care Eligibility Reform 
Act of 1996 is now unraveling. The over- 
crowded VA system, hamstrung by a 
budget that doesn't meet the cost of 
growing demand, is forced to concentrate 
only on the indigent and those with 
service-connected disabilities. 

For now, let's set aside the point 
that Priority Group 8 veterans are 
most likely to have private insur- 
ance and the ability to pay for VA 
medical care through third-party 
reimbursement. Let's also set aside 
the point that Group 8 veterans 
served honorably and, as a reward 
for that honorable service, were until 
last winter eligible to receive care in 
the hospital system created specifi- 
cally for those who served. The admin- 
istrative decision to cut them off was 
ostensibly reached in the name of 
fiscal austerity, to spread scarce 
federal dollars further. 

Here are some of the places those 
federal dollars have gone: 

■ A half-million last fiscal year 
funded a program to introduce 
youngsters to golf. 

■ Another $50,000 was spent 
on a tattoo-removal program in 
California. 

■ A Nevada helicopter com- 
pany that performs airborne 
weddings officiated by Elvis 
impersonators received 
$4,600 of our tax dollars. 

■ A statue of the Roman 
god Vulcan in Birmingham, 
Ala., received $1.5 million in 
federal funds. 

■ A program to combat 
"goth" culture in Missouri was 
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good for $270,000. 

■ A bike trail in North Dakota bagged 
$500,000. 

■ Hundreds of thousands of federal 
funds went to museums, festivals, fairs 
and halls of fame throughout the country. 

Veterans, like all Americans, have 
heard much recently about the distressed 
state of our nation's economy. There is no 
reasonable way, we have been told, that 
funds can match the soaring demand for 
VA health care. We have been told that if 
the government were to pay for timely 
veterans' health care, it would break the 
federal budget. In essence, we have been 
told the federal government is unwilling 
to pay for the commitment made to those 
who risked their lives for our nation's 
freedom and security. 

Unlike services for veterans, pork-barrel 
projects appear to be insulated from soft 
economic times. Citizens Against Govern- 
ment Waste - an organization that watch- 
es special-interest federal spending, the 
kind that often comes without congressio- 
nal hearings or competitive bids - says the 
estimated $22.5 billion in pork spending 
for fiscal year 2003 was an all-time record. 
Since pork-barrel spending can happen 
at record levels in times of economic 
slump, we can rest assured it will 
always be with us. That's why it is 
imperative that veteran health care 
be extricated from the bank of 
discretionary accounts that can be 
exploited to fund such non- 
sense. Health care is too 
important. It's about the lives 
of people who swore allegiance to 
defend our nation in a time of war. 
It is a matter of life and death. 
So, instead of lumping VA health 
care in with flying Elvis imperson- 
ators and statues for mythological 
gods, let's put it where it belongs: 
on the same mandatory-funding 
stage as Social Security and 
Medicare. We simply must do 
better than the current situation. 
Hundreds of thousands of 
veterans are waiting to see 
doctors. Tens of thousands 
have been denied access. 
Veterans are being victimized 
by bad priorities and pork- 
barrel politics. Mandatory fund- 
ing would, once and for all, end 
this quandary. 

corbis 




VETERANS, CURRENT, AND 
RETIRED MILITARY PERSONNEL 



GET A $ 500 ADDITIONAL 
CASH ALLOWANCE 

ON THE PURCHASE OR LEASE OF A JEEI! VEHICLE. 




Now all veterans, current, and retired U.S. military personnel can receive a $500 cash allowance— in addition to 
current incentives— good toward any JeeQ Liberty, Grand Cherokee, or Wrangler* It's a small gesture of gratitude 
for the men and women who have served and continue to serve in our nation's armed forces. 
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Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler Corporation. *Must present current military ID, retirement or discharge papers at time of purchase. 
See your dealer for details. t7-year or 70,000-mile Powertrain Limited Warranty on all Jeep vehicles. See dealer for a copy of this limited warranty. A deductible applies. 
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Extension of the Patriot Act? 



SUPPORT 
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R-Pa. 
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Veterans know how impor- 
tant it is to provide our soldiers 
with the weapons they need to 
protect American lives and 
freedom. In this new, post-Sept. 
11 world, it is just as important 
that we provide federal and 
local law enforcement with 
tools they need to fight terror- 
ism, prevent attacks and 
apprehend terrorists hiding within our borders. 
That's what we did in Congress when we enacted 
the Patriot Act - a sweeping overhaul that modern- 
izes crime fighting to reflect new technologies and 
methods employed by today's terrorist cells. 
Before the Patriot Act, if you harbored a known 

terrorist, there were no 
criminal penalties. 
Tracking terrorists was 
also difficult, because 
federal law did not 
include provisions for 
relatively new innova- 
tions, like mobile 
phones, voice mail and 
e-mail, leaving these 
networks open for terror- 
ists to communicate. 
The legislative changes 
ensure that terrorists can no longer cover their 
tracks in bureaucratic red tape. 
These common-sense provisions include: 

■ Eliminating the statute of limitations for the 
most serious acts of terrorism 

■ Broadening the definition of a terrorist act to 
include harboring of known terrorists 

■ Strengthening control of border abuse by 
providing new border-patrol and immigration 
resources 

■ Updating wiretap and surveillance laws to 
keep up with changing technologies such as 
mobile phones, voice mail and e-mail. 

Congress will continue its role in fighting 
terrorism, including oversight and implementation 
of the Patriot Act to make sure that it is doing the 
job it was intended to do. 
Sept. 11 was a violent, 
direct attack on innocent 
Americans and the very 
principles and ideals that 
we believe in. The 



The legislative 
changes ensure 
that terrorists can 
no longer cover 
their tracks in 
bureaucratic 
red tape. 



Rep. Jerrold Nadler 

D-N.Y. 


OPPOSE 
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used a sense of fear after Sept. 
11 to ram through a long 
intelligence-community wish 
list of programs and changes 
in the law that were proposed 
before most Americans had 
ever heard of the name Osama 
bin Laden. 







Instead of calming 
these fears , the 
administration 
chose to capitalize 
on them. 



Before Sept. 11, Congress 
had the sense to kill these proposals because they 
amounted to an assault on our civil liberties. 
After Sept. 11, there was a great sense of fear in 
this country. 

Instead of calming these fears, the administra- 
tion chose to capitalize on them. The greatest 
affront to our constitu- 
tional rights came in the 
so-called Patriot Act. 

The Patriot Act allows 
government, for the first 
time, to access un- 
opened e-mail nation- 
wide, to secretly detain 
immigrants who may 
not be terrorists, and to 

get a register of every phone number dialed from a 
particular location - even if there is no direct 
relevance to a criminal case. It would allow 
indefinite detention of suspects without trial - a 
measure utilized heretofore only by tyrannies and 
prohibited in the English-speaking world since 
Magna Carta. The bill also would permit the 
government to seize all of your assets if you were 
accused of terrorism, without the necessity of any 
evidence or proof. 

The majority in Congress voted for this legisla- 
tion without reading it. A carefully crafted bill, 
which was agreed upon by both parties, was 
junked at the last minute by the White House and 
Republican leadership. A new 187-page bill was 
drafted, and voted upon within a couple of hours. 

Now, despite provisions in the bill to have it 
sunset after five years, the Republican leadership 
wants to make this legislation permanent and 

expand it. 



Patriot Act is a response 
to these attacks that 
provides critical, urgent- 
ly needed weapons in 
the war on terrorism. 



YOUR OPINIONS COUNT 

Senators and representatives are interested in constituent 
viewpoints. You may express your views in writing at the 
following addresses: 

The Honorable (name) The Honorable (name) 
U.S. Senate House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515 

Phone: (202) 224-3121 Phone: (202) 225-3121 



The terrorists who 
attacked on Sept. 11, 
2001, did so for two 
reasons - to strike fear 
into our hearts and to 
take down our constitu- 
tional government. It is 
up to us to fight back and 
not to let our fears do the 
terrorists' work for them. 
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low variable rate. So apply today by calling 866.LGN.VISA (866.546.8472) extension 35717. 
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First National Bank 
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Investing in you. 



To apply call: 
866.546.8472 
ext. 35717 



*Fixed 0% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) on purchases and balance transfers for the first six billing cycles the account is opened. After that, your APR for purchases may vary (12.99% APR as of 06/30/03). The APR for cash advances may vary (19.99% APR as of 06/30/03). A variable 
Non-Preferred Rate applies (full details provided with card) if you fail to make a payment to us or any creditor when due, you exceed your credit limit, or you make a payment that is dishonored for any reason (up to 23.99% as of 06/30/03). Minimum finance charge: $.50 (any month a 
finance charge is imposed). Transaction Fee for Cash Advances and Cash Advance Checks: The greater of $10 or 3% of the transaction (the greater of $10 or 5% of the transaction for certain "Cash Equivalent Transactions"). Cards are issued by First National Bank of Omaha. 




a Time 

Water shortages in America 

push neighboring states into conflict. 



AA^iiskey is for 

drinking and water 
is for fighting about/ 
Mark Twain quipped 
a century ago. He 
could have said it 
this morning. In the 
United States and 
around the world, 
opposing sides are 
drawing closer to 
conflict over the 
one resource we 
absolutely need. 

"Water is the key natural 
resource/' says David Shively, a 
water-resource specialist and 
assistant professor of geography 
at Central Michigan University. 

For a half-century, all eyes 
have been on oil as the natural 
resource most capable of prompt- 
ing warfare. In the 21st century, 
the paradigm is shifting. "Water 
may, in fact, become the focus of 
military conflicts," says Caroll 
Muffett, director of international 
programs for Defenders of 
Wildlife, a Washington-based 
environmental group. "It's that 
important." 

The reason? "We take water for 
granted, but we cannot live 
without it," says Mark Kemp-Rye, 
who edits On Tap, a publication 
of the National Drinking Water 
Clearinghouse at West Virginia 
University in Morgantown. 

Plentiful substitutes exist for 
petroleum. They might be 
expensive and polluting, but the 
world could adjust to a no- 
petroleum diet, if necessary, and 
rely on coal, nuclear, solar or 
other power alternatives. Not 
true for water. Without water, we 
die. It's that simple. 



That's why tensions are 
boiling over in places like 
the American Southwest, 
where Arizona and New 
Mexico are caught in a 
multi-year drought, and 
California faces a sharp, fed- 
erally mandated cutback in 
its use of imported Colorado 
River water. Other water 
wars have sprung up in the 
United States, including in 
the fast-growing Southeast, 
where Georgia and Florida 
are going toe to toe over 
water resources. In the 
meantime, a more vicious 
brawl is playing out along 
the Texas-Mexico border, 
where American farmers are 
watching their crops die from 
drought while Mexican farmers 
are enjoying abundant water 
supplies - which, the Texans say, 
belong to them by treaty. 

The River that Made the West. 

On Jan. 1, residents of Los 
Angeles and San Diego woke up 
to a big problem. Secretary of the 
Interior Gale Norton pinched the 
siphons California and Nevada 
put into the Colorado River, the 
single most important source of 
water for the Southwest. Fast- 
growing Las Vegas might soon 
face the same predicament as 
southern California's major cities. 

For many years, California has 
taken more than its stipulated 
share of Colorado River water. 
Until recently, few cared. Accord- 
ing to a treaty signed 70 years 
ago, California has a right to 4.4 
million acre-feet of that water. 
Each acre-foot equals 325,851 
gallons, enough to cover an acre 
of land with a foot of water. But 
because other states watered by 
Colorado River entitlements 
weren't taking their full shares - 
including Arizona, with a 2.8- 
million-acre-foot allotment, and 
Nevada, with a 300,000-acre-foot 
draw - California has been 
allowed to reach deeper and take 
an extra 800,000 acre feet. 

How much water is that? By 
most definitions, one acre-foot is 
enough water for one to two 
households for a year. So Califor- 
nia's extra draw of Colorado 



'Water may in fact become 
the focus of military conflicts 
It's that important/ 



- Carol I Muffett, 
director of international programs for the 
Defenders of Wildlife, Washington 

n 

n 




River water has been enough for 
up to 6 million people. 

On Jan. 1, that water was cut 
off. Why? Several years ago, 
California had been ordered to 
come up with a plan to wean 
itself of surplus Colorado River 
water in 15 years. However, the 
order went nowhere as warring 
parties within the state failed to 
come to terms. 

The federal government reacted 
by decreeing "no more." Norton 
cut off the flow of surplus water 
to California and also to Nevada, 
which had requested an extra 
37,000 acre-feet to help keep 
spigots flowing in Las Vegas. Per 
Norton's order, which took effect 
New Year's Day, no state can 
overdraw its water account - not 
until California comes up with a 
credible plan for keeping within 
its Colorado River budget. 

What's the holdup? The major- 
ity of Colorado River water goes 
to Imperial County, a sparsely 
populated agricultural area of 
eastern California bordering 
Mexico on the south. Politicians 
hammered out a deal that would 
have cut California's water use 
and, in the process, also would 
have transferred a sizable chunk 
of Imperial County's annual 3- 
million-acre-foot allotment to 
metropolitan areas - particularly 
San Diego, which owns few 
water rights and has faced 
chronic shortages. In return, 
Imperial County would have 
gotten roughly $250 per acre-foot 



to help compensate farmers 
who would find themselves 
without the water they need 
to keep operating. 

But at the last minute, 
Imperial County balked at 
the deal. Farmers demand- 
ed much steeper compensa- 
tion. The cities refused to 
up the ante. 

Water officials in Los 
Angeles and San Diego say 
they have enough water to 
last a couple of years. Then 
what? Nobody knows. Long- 
term water supply is now 
pinned to hopes that 
California's battling parties 
will reach a deal. The 
second they do, theoreti- 
cally, Norton will again allow 
thirsty states to take more than 
their allotment. 

Deal or no deal, the battle over 
water will continue because the 
river provides water to a fast- 
growing region that has few 
other options. The current tussle 
arises from the simple fact that, 
after more than 50 years, Ari- 
zona is now drawing its full 
allotment. Ditto for Nevada. And 
those needs aren't likely to 
diminish, nor is California 
expected to reduce its thirst. 

"Water will grow ever more 
important because this region 
keeps growing," says Mark 
Zupan, dean of the University of 
Arizona's business school in 
Tucson. An expert in how water 
resources intertwine with 
regional growth strategies, he 
says, "As more people move here, 
the demands on the Colorado 
River escalate." 

Border War. Like a leaking 
garden hose, the once-mighty Rio 
Grande just cannot quite hit its 
target anymore. Maps show it 
emptying into the Gulf of Mexico, 
but these days, due to a multi- 
year drought, the Rio Grande 
turns to sand before it reaches 
the gulf. Farmers in southern 
Texas have, therefore, sharply 
reduced their acreage or stopped 
planting altogether. 

In southern Texas, there's a lot 
more to farming than the ability 
to survive between drought and 
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rain. There's politics. On the 
border, that variable is glowingly 
apparent. While Texas farmers 
are uprooting crops because they 
lack the water, a few hundred 
feet into Mexico, profitable 
harvests abound. Mexico is a 
deadbeat water debtor to the 
United States. Under a 1944 
treaty, Mexico is annually 
obligated to put 350,000 acre-feet 
of water into the Rio Grande from 
the Rio Conchos, the Rio 
Grande's primary tributary. In 
return, the United States delivers 
1.5 million acre feet of Colorado 
River water to Mexico. 
A fair trade? For almost 50 



feet debt. The costs of this 
shortfall have been immense. A 
Texas A&M University study 
pegs losses suffered by Texas 
agriculture at upwards of $1 
billion and still climbing. 

What's the solution? According 
to Texas farmers, it's simple: cut 
off the flow of the Colorado River 
into Mexico. But that would 
mean returning roughly 500,000 
acres around Mexicali, Mexico, 
to desert. That region represents 
a significant portion of Mexican 
agriculture, particularly wheat 
and cotton, none of which would 
be possible without imported 
water. And U.S. politicians, so far, 



An issue 
of global 
magnitude 

Water shortage is worldwide. In 
Africa, water is in chronic short 
supply. China continues to 
confront shortages that threaten 
any visions of growth. In mount- 
ing numbers of places around the 
world, people are raising their 
voices - and threatening to raise 
arms - to fight for the one 
resource no one can live without. 

Israel's Water Wars. Here is how 
desperate matters are for Israel 
and its neighbors: when Lebanon 
installed a pumping station on 
the Wazzani River to divert a 
fairly small volume of water - 
about 70 million cubic feet - for 
its own use before the river 
flowed into Israel, Israel respond- 
ed by calling the act a terrorist 
plot designed by Hezbollah to 
steal the water it needs to sur- 
vive. Israel threatened to go to 
war to knock out the pumping 
station and anybody who at- 
tempted to defend it. The United 
Nations, meanwhile, indicated 
Lebanon had a right to siphon off 
some water while the river was 
in its territory. The United States 
urged Israel to stay calm, as 
sabers could be heard rattling 
throughout the region. 

That was last fall. The situation 
remains unresolved today. In 
many ways, intense strife over 
water is business as usual where 
the resource is scarce and hostili- 
ties are plentiful. Some say the 
1967 Arab-Israeli war was over 
water. At its end, Israel seized the 
Golan Heights, which gave the 
Jewish state control over the 
headwaters of the Jordan River, a 
prime source of water for Israel, 
the Palestinians and Jordan. 

Thirty-five years later, the 
Palestinians claim Israel is 
withholding water to drive them 
off their lands. The Lebanese 
concur. Jordan and Syria also 
have serious ^> see global, page 16 



years, it looked that way because 
south Texas has few irrigation 
options other than the Mexican 
water and, along the Colorado 
River, there traditionally has 
been more water than the United 
States could use. 

Starting in 1992, Mexico has 
come up short on its deliveries 
to the Rio Grande Valley and, 
drop by drop, the shortfall has 
grown into a 1.5-million-acre- 



have expressed no willingness to 
cap the Colorado River and leave 
the Mexicali farmers tilling dust. 

Mexico denies its farmers 
along the Rio Conchos are 
harvesting bumper crops. Texas 
growers say satellite images tell a 
different story. Mexico shrugs 
when asked how it plans to pay 
its water debt. 

Is a resolution in sight? Locals 
in Texas talk ^see drop, page 16 



Is a solution in sight? 



A recent CIA document says 
that by 2015 nearly half the 
world's population - more than 
3 billion people - will live in 
countries that are "water- 
stressed." Finding enough 
water to survive will be a daily 
challenge. That's why the CIA's 
"Global Trends 2015" ominous- 
ly adds, "As countries press 
against the limits of available 
water between now and 2015, 
the possibility of conflict will 
increase." 

What's the antidote? Experts 
point to a medley of strategies: 
desalination - turning salt 
water into fresh, shipping water 
from water-rich states to the 
water-poor - and, above all, 
conservation. 

Then what? What needs 
to follow, Univer- 
sity of Arizona 
business school 
dean Mark 
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Zupan says, is "the political 
will to allocate water to higher 
uses." For instance, growing 
strawberries in the Arizona 
desert or in Israel may not be 
considered a higher use, but 
providing water to businesses 
that employ workers with the 
buying power for imported 
strawberries might be. The 
unwillingness to tackle such a 
question is directly linked to 
our inability to decide what is 
the best use for our water now. 

Will the answers come easily? 
Don't bet on it. Lifestyles are at 
stake. Farmers will butt heads 
with city folk for water rights. 

But there is a silver lining, 
Zupan says. "If we have the 
political will, this problem will 
be solved," he says. 
"All we need to 
make it happen is 
^ the will." 

-F.M. 
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If you have contracted MESOTHELIOMA 
or LONG CANCER due to exposure to 




You may be eligible to be compensated for your 
injuries by bringing a lawsuit against the 
asbestos industry. 

At Weitz & Luxenberg we maintain an extensive 
practice in representing the interests of asbestos 
victims. In fact, we represent thousands of 
victims, from all across the United States, and 
were instrumental in upholding the constitution- 
ality of asbestos litigation through the landmark 
Brooklyn Navy Yard and Consolidated 
Powerhouse trials, resulting in combined 



group verdicts of $166 million. 

We maintain a staff of over 50 attorneys and 250 
support personnel all primed to work closely 
with you to achieve maximum results. This 
may explain why over 60% of all asbestos cases 
on the New York City trial docket for the year 
2002 were handled by Weitz & Luxenberg. 

For further information, and a free informa- 
tional booklet, call the law firm of Weitz & 
Luxenberg today. 



Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C . 

LAW OFFICES 

Setting the standard in product liability litigation 
180 Maiden Lane • New York, NY 10038 

The statute of limitations of your 
respective state will help determine 
your ability to file a claim. 



1(800)476-6070 

www.weitzlux.com 

Future verdicts or settlements cannot 

be predicted from prior results. e-mail: ClientRelations@weitzlux.com 



[drop] about securing federal 
funds to help farmers develop 
new, more drought-tolerant 
approaches to agriculture. Other 
than that, nobody is optimistic 
about short-term resolutions to 
border disputes other than 
praying for heavy snowfall in the 
mountains of southern Colorado 
and northern New Mexico, and 
for the Rio Grande to swell to its 
normal volume. 

Southern Discomfort. The 

Chattahoochee and Apalachicola 
are much more than tongue- 
twisters. In the growth-minded 
Alabama-Florida-Georgia tri-state 
region, they are fighting words. 
All these states have designs on 
the Chattahoochee, which runs 
from Georgia along the Alabama 
border and into Florida, where it 
joins with the Flint River to form 
the Apalachicola. Two million 
Atlantans depend on the Chatta- 
hoochee for their daily needs. 
Alabama wants to shift into 



growth overdrive, and to do that, 
it needs some of the Chatta- 
hoochee. Florida also is in hyper- 
growth and wants to draw water 
from the same river systems. 

A series of lawsuits are filed, 
all aimed at reducing Atlanta's 
thirst. After several years of 
negotiations, though, nothing 
has changed. 

Insiders say it won't be long 
before Alabama and Georgia 
come to terms. But nobody is 
sure when Florida and Georgia 
will settle their differences. Both 
are thirsty and exceptionally 
ambitious in terms of growth. 
They realize nothing matters 
more to their souls than water 
supply. "Wherever you look, 
water is critical to economic 
growth," Zupan says. 

As America continues to grow, 
along with it will rise the signifi- 
cance of water, a resource grow- 
ing more scarce one drop at a 
time, ever more capable of 
assuming oil's place among 



earth's most politically volatile 
substances. In the years to come, 
in many parts of America, expect 
to see new battle lines drawn, 
state to state and neighbor to 
neighbor, for the water so many of 
us take for granted. "In the United 
States, water has always tended to 
be very politicized," says Tony 
Gamier, CEO of Southwest Water, 
a California-based company that 
trades water in eight western 
states. "That won't change." 

A boiling point is coming soon. 
In some places, like along the 
southwestern border with Mexico 
and in fast-growing areas of 
Nevada, California, Georgia, 
Alabama and Florida, those who 
fight for water know that some- 
day it may be more than a matter 
of economy. It may, in fact, be a 
matter of survival. □ 

Fran McGovern is a freelance 
writer. 

Article design: Holly K. Soria 



[glObdl] gripes with Israel over water. Few can 
see an end to the dispute, but occasional flashes 
of hope do occur. A shining case in point came 
last summer when comparatively water-rich 
Turkey agreed to sell 1.77 billion cubic feet of 
water annually to Israel from outflow of the 
Manavgat River into the Mediterranean Sea. 
Turkey has said it is willing to talk with Jordan 
about similar sales. This won't necessarily solve 
the region's chronic water shortages, but at least 
competing parties are at the table. That's more 
than can be said about many water-war hotspots 
around the world. 

The Drying Up of Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia, 
which enjoys a lion's share of the world's petro- 
leum, sits on what amounts to a few thimbles of 
fresh water. It lacks any lakes or rivers. Under- Q 
ground water resources are thin and dwindling. () 

By one estimate, the Saudis use 6.34 trillion 
gallons of water a year to support agricul- 
ture. That is three times the 




amount of water the country receives from rain- 
fall, meaning it is running a huge water deficit. 

No one knows how much water the Saudis have 
left. The last official estimate was in 1984, some 
years before the Saudis embarked on a building 
boom that festooned the sandy landscape with 
bubbling fountains, rippling swimming pools and 
countless sprinklers. The country gets a signifi- 
cant portion of its water from desalinated seawa- 
ter, and it continues to pump from underground 
resources. Neighboring states - Qatar, Bahrain 
and Jordan - complain that the Saudis are sucking 
up their water with an appetite growing more and 
more insatiable. 

Money alone will not solve the problem of 
supplying a life-essential resource when nature 
decrees shortages. If it's not there, it's not there. 
Some countries look for U.S. foreign-aid dollars to 
build costly desalination plants, but lasting accords 
among nations of the world - as it is in many 
locations of America - are still oceans apart. 

-KM. 
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The All-New Rascals are here...and now you can win one...FREE! 



The All-New 20th Anniversary Rascals are packed with 
many great new features! New lighting package.. .New 
sleek, stylish bodies... New deeply cushioned swivel seats! 
All designed to give you the most comfortable and stylish 
ride available . . . anywhere ! 

Plus, if you have difficulty getting around your house on 
your own, Medicare or Private Insurance may provide a 
new Rascal at little or no cost to you. So call or return the 
postage-paid card for full details. We're also giving away 
12 Free Rascals this year in our monthly Sweepstakes! 

Or enter online at: www.freerascal.com/9735 



Call the number below to be entered instantly or return the 
attached coupon or card. We'll enter you for up to 12 chances 
to win a new FREE Rascal this year! The sooner you enter 
the more chances you'll have to win! 



To enter, return the card, coupon or call today, toll free 

1-800-662-4548 



Ext. 

9735 



That's 1-800-MOBILITY 



[^j YES! Enter me in the Rascal Sweepstakes, and send me 

I a FREE Rascal Scooter Catalog with Medicare Insurance 
Information and a Special Introductory Offer! 

I Name 



Address . 
City 



State . 



Zip 



Phone 



Don't forget to include your phone number so we may contact you if you win! 
Electric Mobility, One Mobility Plaza, Dept. 9735, Sewell, NJ 08080 



Each respondent will be entered in the Electric Mobility Rascal Sweepstakes to be eligible to win an Electric 
Mobility Model 200T Rascal Scooter in our monthly drawing. Electric Mobility reserves the right to upgrade the 
prize scooter to a model with greater value. There is absolutely no obligation and no purchase necessary. 
Purchasing will not improve your chances of winning. Only one entry per individual. Void where prohibited. 
Winners will be drawn monthly and your chances of winning each month are based on the amount of entries 
received but should be 1 in 1,000,000 based on past response. By entering the sweepstakes you consent to 
having Electric Mobility Corporation contact you by mail, phone or electronic means. To be removed from our 
mailing list, call 1-800-471-0959. For official rules write: Electric Mobility Corporation, P.O. Box 156, Sewell, NJ 
08080, or visit us online at: www.rascalscooters.com.This is a solicitation. You are under no obligation to pay. 

©2003 Electric Mobility Corp. 



Live from Iraq 

'Embedded 1 journalists launch a new era in war reporting. 



BY FRED PECK 

Early in the Iraq war, a Marine was carried from the 
battlefield on a stretcher, the word "morphine" written 
in ink on his forehead. An MSNBC television crew beamed 
the images around the world. Correspondent Kerry Sanders, 
microphone extended, approached the man. A military 
commander's worst nightmare, that the parents of a wound- 
ed warrior would get the bad news live on TV, was about to 
come true - but it didn't. 



Sanders talked to the Marine, 
who was cheerful and positive 
despite his wounds. Then view- 
ers learned Sanders had lent the 
Marine his satellite telephone to 
assure his parents that he was all 
right. This pattern of cooperation 
and compassion between the 
news media and the American 
military would carry on through 
the weeks of fighting. 

The stark contrast between 
media coverage of Operation 
Desert Storm in Kuwait 12 years 
earlier and that of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom in 2003 is captured in 
that brief vignette. In the first 
Gulf War, news media were 
confined to "pool reporting" and 
unable, due to pool ground rules 
and a lack of technology, to 
report live from the battlefield. In 
Iraq, news media were embedded 
in the military units fighting 
throughout the theater of opera- 
tions, and news coverage of the 
Iraq war was unprecedented in 
depth and scope. 

From Vietnam to Iraq. Vietnam 
was termed the first war fought 
in America's living rooms, but 



battlefield coverage generally 
reached viewers many hours, 
often days, after the fact. War 
correspondents went to the field 
to film, photograph or report on 
the fighting and then had to 
return to hotels or press centers 
in places like Da Nang or Saigon 
to file stories or transmit images. 
Most combat footage seen on 
television appeared on 16 mm 
film sent back to the United 
States often days after the event. 

Just 10 years ago, during the 
U.S. mission in Somalia, a satellite 
telephone was the size of large 
suitcase and required a generator 
or external power source to 
operate. Equipment to uplink a 
television report filled a pickup 
truck. Today, two suitcases 
contain an entire videotaping and 
editing suite, including battery 
power sources and satellite 
antennae. Satellite videophones 
are the size of laptops and, while 
their images are not high quality, 
they can broadcast live from 
almost anywhere. 

For Iraq, the Pentagon fielded 
four teams equipped with 
videophone, two-way satellite 



transmitters. The Austrian-made 
videophone system manufactured 
by Scotty Tele-Transport Corpora- 
tion cost just $27,000 and was 
used to conduct two-way video- 
conferences between Army, Navy, 
Air Force and Marine command- 
ers in the theater of operations 
and news correspondents at the 
Pentagon. Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Public 
Affairs Bryan Whittman told The 
American Legion Magazine that 
press conferences with those 
senior commanders in the field 
also were simultaneously linked 
by satellite telephone to U.S. 
Central Command's (CENTCOM) 
forward headquarters in Qatar 
and Kuwait. Whittman, one of 
the architects of the Pentagon's 
plans for media war coverage, 
says that in future conflicts he 
would like to see "Scotties" at 
every corps and division level 
headquarters in future conflicts 
to expand the information shared 
with journalists. 

The ultimate in new technol- 
ogy was designed by NBC's 
David Bloom, with the Army's 
3rd Infantry Division in Iraq. His 
tragic death from a pulmonary 
embolism moved millions of 
Americans. Mounting a gyrosta- 
bilized video camera on an M-88 
tank retriever, Bloom transmitted 
clear, crisp images via microwave 
to a pickup truck trailing his 
"Bloommobile," also equipped 
with its own gyrostabilized 
satellite transmitter. 

As NBC anchorman Tom 
Brokaw said in his eulogy for 
Bloom, "David had a thousand 
great ideas, none better than the 
Bloommobile, which transported 
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U.S. Marines from the 3rd Battalion, 4th 
Regiment take up positions around 
Baghdad in order to capture a bridge as 
an embedded reporter, left, communi- 
cates with his newsroom during the 

attack. Christophe Calais/lnVisu/Corbis 



him and transformed war 
reporting ... Just as Edward R. 
Murrow transformed radio 
reporting during World War II by 
holding a microphone at street 
level, so Americans could hear 
the unhurried steps of Londoners 
as they walked calmly into a 
tube station during a bombing 
raid, 63 years later (Bloom) 
transformed television reporting 
by taking you deep inside an 
armored division as it swept 
across the desert." 

New technology in the hands 
of some of the best and brightest 
war correspondents created 
magnificent reporting, but it 
might never have happened 
without the decision to embed 



those reporters in front-line 
units. Several key proponents led 
to this decision. 

Getting the Truth Out. Last fall, 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Public Affairs Victoria Clarke 
and her deputy for media opera- 
tions, Whittman, heard loud and 
clear the Washington news 
bureau chiefs' dissatisfaction 
with the system for media 
coverage of Operation Enduring 
Freedom in Afghanistan. 

Whittman said the Pentagon 
was likewise frustrated with 
misinformation coming out of 
Afghanistan, and realized 
change was necessary if they 
went to war in Iraq. "In Iraq, 
we'd be facing a regime well- 
practiced in misinformation and 
deception," Whittman said. "We 
knew we'd need reporters on the 
scene to get the truth out." 

Military public affairs officials 
shared Clarke's and Whittman's 



opinion. Now the challenge was 
convincing Pentagon senior 
leaders and field commanders to 
buy into the plan. 

Pentagon sources say Clarke 
lobbied hard with Secretary of 
Defense Donald Rumsfeld and 
won his approval. At a Pentagon 
briefing for news bureau chiefs 
last November, Rumsfeld said, 
"(A)s a principle, given our 
Constitution and the way our 
free system works, it's always 
helpful ... to have the press 
(embedded) there to see things 
and be able to report and com- 
ment and provide information 
about what's taking place." 

Navy Capt. T. L. McCreary, 
public affairs adviser to Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. 
Richard B. Myers, told The 
American Legion Magazine he 
had been "planting the seeds for 
months." 

"Every time one of these 
disinformation stories would 
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In Iraq, we'd be facing a regime well-practiced in 
misinformation and deception. We knew we'd need 
reporters on the scene to get the truth out! 

- Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs Bryan Whittman 



appear in the news (from Af- 
ghanistan)," McCreary confided, 
'Td show it to Gen. Myers and 
say, 'If we had journalists on the 
scene we could shoot down these 
stories.'" When the time came to 
ask for the chairman's support of 
embedding media, "It was an 
easy sell," McCreary said. 

A personal message from 
Rumsfeld and Myers to CENT- 
COM Commander Gen. Tommy 
Franks endorsed the embedding 
process. 

Whittman thought it might be 
harder to convince "the opera- 
tors" - senior military command- 
ers from CENTCOM and the 
service components - to enthusi- 
astically support the program. 
Whittman confessed he was 
surprised that, when asked how 
many embeds they could host, 
the operators offered more than 
900 slots for reporters. 

In all, 775 news media repre- 
sentatives from around the world 
eventually were placed with air, 
ground and maritime units. Some 
slots were not filled because some 
host countries refused to allow 
journalists access to air bases in 
their countries, and some news 
organizations turned down slots 



with maritime and support units. 
Some 232 journalists from 82 
news organizations - about 20 
percent from outside the United 
States - voluntarily underwent a 
week-long, DoD-run boot camp to 
prepare for their assignments. 

Reduced Risk. Embedding 
reporters was an agreeable 
solution for the Pentagon, news 
bureau chiefs and operators. The 
alternative of reporters trying to 
cover the war on their own, as 
so-called "freelance" or "inde- 
pendent" journalists, was just too 
risky for the military. While 
journalists and their bosses claim 
a journalist's safety is not the 
military's responsibility, military 
officials disagree. They see 
embedding journalists as a way 
to both reduce risk to journalists 
and to avoid another problem for 
the troops - who, in the heat of 
combat must identify journalists 
as non-combatants. Several 
journalists who went the inde- 
pendent route in Iraq were 
inadvertently killed by U.S. and 
British fire. In all, 12 journalists 
died covering the war, but none 
of the embedded journalists were 
killed by hostile fire. Two inde- 



The military's "media embedding" 
program gets under way as journalists 
from throughout the world gather at the 
Kuwait Hilton Hotel in March and wait to 
join their assigned units. 

Michael Macor/Corbis SABA 

pendent journalists are listed as 
missing and presumed dead. 

On the battlefield, embedding 
by all accounts was an unquali- 
fied success. Veteran Pentagon 
journalist Carl Rochelle, now 
reporting for MSNBC, said 
embedding "was the smartest 
thing anybody has done in ages - 
for two reasons. First, the media 
learned a lot about the military. 
Second, the military learned the 
media are not ogres." 

Tony Perry, San Diego bureau 
chief for The Los Angeles Times 
who was embedded with the 1st 
Marine Regiment from Kuwait to 
Baghdad, then Marine Task Force 
Tripoli onward to Tikrit, told The 
American Legion Magazine, "I 
hope the embed process is a 
blueprint for future wars. I think 
it worked for both sides. The 
press got stories, and I think the 
military got an objective look at 
what they do and how they do it. 

"To the Marines," Perry said, 
"the reporters were sort of 
exotics: people who volunteered 
for the duty, weren't getting a 
nickel of hazardous-duty pay and 
wanted to be as close to the 
action as possible." 

The observation that embed- 
ding led to journalists gaining a 
better appreciation for our men 
and women in uniform was 
echoed by Thomas E. Ricks, the 
dean of Pentagon correspondents 
who reports for The Washington 
Post. Ricks said, "I think report- 
ing on the military generally will 
be improved by having 500 
reporters who have seen real-life 
military operations." 

The embed process has re- 
ceived scant criticism, and most 
of that from non-participants 
observing from a distance. One 
argument was that "embed" 
really meant "in bed" with the 
military. These critics feared the 
objectivity of reporters was lost 
by their proximity to the troops - 
that sharing hardships and 
dangers with the service person- 
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"Forever Proud" 

Vigilant, powerful and proud, the American 
Bald Eagle symbolizes much of what is great 
about our nation. Now the noble eagle 
spreads its wings as Old Glory unfurls its 
colors in a unique collector's sculptural 
presentation that pays tribute to the spirit of 
America in compelling, heart-stirring imagery. 

Hand-crafted with exacting detail and cast 
in a rich bronze finish with a mahogany-tone 
wood base, "Forever Proud" is issued in a 
hand-numbered, strictly limited edition. 

"Forever Proud" is expected to be in great 
demand. Don't wait to order at the $39-95 
issue price. Send no money now. Just mail the 
coupon today. 



collectiblestoday.com 

Home of The Bradford Exchange and All Things Collectible 



Your Bradford 
Exchange Benefits: 



THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE 



9345 Milwaukee Avenue Niles, IL 60714-1393 



• Celebrating the spirit and symbol- 
ism that make America proud, 
this exceptional, hand-crafted 
sculptural plate merits Bradford's 
Mark of Excellence 

• Entirely cast and painted by hand, 
the sculpt is finished in gleaming 
bronze-tone luster to evoke the 
appearance of a Medal of Honor 

• Certificate of Authenticity and 
one-year money-back guarantee 

On the back of this plate is an 
official BRADEX™ number; this 
number guarantees that it is a 
genuine limited edition that can be 
traded on The Exchange™ 



OF COLLECTING 



YES- Please enter my order for "Forever Proud." I 
understand I need SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will be 
billed $39.95* when my collectible is shipped. 
Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly 
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Name (Please Print Clearly) 



Address 



City 



State . 



-Zip. 



Signature 



58901 -E94991 

*Plus a total of $5.99 postage and handling. Illinois residents add state sales tax. 
Pending credit approval . Limited-edition presentation restricted to 295 casting days. 
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Military officials see embedding journalists as 
a way to both reduce risk to journalists and 
to avoid another problem for the troops - 
who, in the heat of combat, must identify 
journalists as non-combatants. 



nel they were covering would 
taint their impartiality. No doubt 
those critics have never heard of 
- or read anything from World 
War II Stars & Stripes correspon- 
dent Ernie Pyle. 

Veteran war correspondent 
Joseph L. Galloway, author of 
"We Were Soldiers Once, And 
Young" and now senior military 
correspondent for Knight Ridder 
Newspapers, told The American 
Legion Magazine, "I am still 
hearing some of my 'colleagues' 
in their ivory towers whining 
about how being embedded with 
troops might damage one's 
impartiality or objectivity .... To 
quote a whole series of Marine 
Corps commandants to their 
officers: Let the reporters 
through to the Marines and they 
will fall in love with them just as 
you have done ... The embed 
program has not only worked but 
it has worked wonderfully well." 

Many of the embedded report- 
ers freely admitted they did 
begin to identify with the troops 
they were covering but all felt 



they had not lost their objectivity. 

If news reporting is truly 
"writing the first draft of his- 
tory," historians will have a host 
of material from the battlefields 
of Iraq, Navy ships, Air Force 
bases and the CENTCOM head- 
quarters in Qatar. 

Chas Henry, the WTOP Wash- 
ington radio correspondent in 
Qatar during the war, said, "The 
embedding of ... reporters with 
units on the battlefield has to be 
described as a success. The 
reporting of those journalists 
provided viewers, listeners and 
readers with unprecedented 
real-time and near real-time 
understanding of various portions 
of the battlefield. To the adminis- 
tration's credit, there was a good 
deal of risk in allowing such 
coverage. Had the campaign not 
gone well, the reporting of such 
an outcome would have been in 
painful detail. In coming years, 
the accumulated work of embed- 
ded reporters will help provide a 
very comprehensive understand- 
ing of Operation Iraqi Freedom." 



After a U.S. Marine position is attacked 
by a sniper position across the river from 
the Palestine Hotel in Baghdad, journalists 
scramble into the trenches for a closer 

view. Thorne Anderson/Corbis Sygma 



Other problems were minimal. 
Few problems occurred with the 
reporting ground rules worked 
out by the Pentagon, the services' 
public affairs offices and the 
bureau chiefs. A notable excep- 
tion was the incident with FOX 
TV's Geraldo Rivera, who was 
not actually an embedded 
reporter. When Rivera violated 
the rules by divulging the exact 
position and future intentions of 
the unit he was with, he was 
asked to leave. 

Another exception led to the 
firing of "independent" journalist 
Peter Arnett who was reporting 
from Baghdad for National 
Geographic Explorer and MS- 
NBC. When Arnett made what 
some consider treasonous 
remarks in an Iraqi TV interview, 
he was quickly sent packing. 

As Pentagon spokesman, 
Marine Lt. Col. David Lapan said 
the news media gave a clear 
view of Operation Iraqi Freedom 
on all levels. 

"Embedded media provided the 
tactical view of the battle," Lapan 
said. "And CENTCOM in Qatar 
gave the operational view, while 
the secretary of defense and 
chairman provided the strategic 
level view from the Pentagon." 

"It's been an extraordinary 
experience for all of us," CBS 
News President Andrew Heyward 
told the Associated Press. "This 
really has been, not just a quanti- 
tative change, but a qualitative 
change in war journalism." 

When the history of the Iraq 
war is finally written, one point 
should be clear: news media 
coverage of the battlefield, from 
the perspective of both the 
military and the media, was an 
unqualified success. □ 

Fred Peck, a retired Marine 
colonel, is a former public affairs 
officer and a graduate of the U.S. 
Naval Academy. 

Article design: Holly K. Soria 
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Alpine Army Watch 



Virtual Twin of the World-Famous $100 Army Watch 
Place Them Side by Side and You Can't Tell The 
Difference Until Vou Look at the Price Tag! 
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nil of the 
Advanced 
Features of 
the Original 
Army Watch 
(only the price tag 
is different) 

• Stainless Steel Case 

• Scratch-Proof Crystal 

• Water Resistant 
and Shockproof 

• Precision Quartz 
Movement 

• Lightweight — Weighs 
Less than 2 Oz. 

• Adjustable 
Leather-Reinforced 
Wristband 



FREE SHIPPING & HANDLING! 



National TV Bargains, Dept. AAWB-0001 
22 South Smith Street, Norwalk, CT 06855-1040 



Alpine Army Watch 

PLEASE RUSH ME: (QTY.) 

Alpine Army Watch(es) @ $12.98 each 



SAVE: All watches after first add 
only $10.98 each. QTY. 



FREE SHIPPING & HANDLING 
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FREE 

$ 
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For the first time ever, the Alpine flrmu Watch is 
now being made available to the public — not for 
the $100 uou might expect, but for this special 
one-time-onlu price of onlu $12.98 (plus even less 
after first watch)! Ideal for all outdoor activities, it 
features all the latest advances In cutting-edge 
technology including: precision quartz movement for 
split-second military accuracy, night-vision dial with 
large easy-to-read numbers, luminous hands and 
sweep second hand, light-as-a-feather stainless 
steel case, scratch-proof crystal, and genuine 
leather-reinforced wristband. 
Only $12.98 on this special limited offer. 
Satisfaction guaranteed or money refunded in full. 
But supplies are strictly limited. To make sure you 
do not miss out, ACT NOW! 
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A Car so Beautiful it Turned Ford® 
Around in 1934 — In 1934, after 3 years of 
losing money and the #1 sales position to Chevrolet, 
Ford came back with a style featuring a new version 
of the V-8 engine. Car lovers everywhere loved the 85 
horsepower engine, the Stromberg carburetors, the A.C. 
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Middle Eastern extremist sect 
seeks to awaken terrorism in 
America's unsuspecting communities. 



BY JOHN STONE 



Since the terrorist attacks of 
Sept. 11, 2001, Americans 
have been asking whether 
or not extremist Muslims in the 
country pose a threat to the 
United States. 

In May, FBI Director Robert S. 
Mueller III reported, "There could 
be groups or individuals out there 
who have not come across our 
radar screens who are sleeping, 
so to speak, with the expectation 
that at some point in time they'll 
be activated to kill persons." 

Of special concern is a growing 
influence within the American 
Islamic community of extreme 
fundamentalist Wahhabis, the 
dominant Muslim sect in oil-rich 
Saudi Arabia. "The Saudis have 
pegged the legitimacy of their 
state on this extreme version of 
Islam and are spreading it abroad 
to increase their legitimacy at 
home/' said Matthew A. Levitt, 
senior fellow in Terrorism 
Studies at the Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy. 



"This contributes to the phenom- 
ena by which Muslims in the 
diaspora - including America - 
become more extreme and 
vulnerable to the message of 
terrorists/' 

Saudis have allegedly funneled 
some $35 billion into spreading 
Wahhabi Islam around the world 
in recent decades. They have 
spent millions in America. At 
least half the mosques and 
Islamic schools in the United 
States receive funds from the 
Saudis, reported Blaine Harden in 
The New York Times. Along with 
the money comes pressure to 
accept Wahhabi intolerance of 
Christians and Jews, who are not 
allowed to practice their faith 
inside Saudi Arabia. 

Wahhabism in America. Islamic 
schools in America teach an 
estimated 30,000 children. They 
are under pressure by Saudi 
donors to use Wahhabi-influ- 
enced textbooks, which teach 
that Muslims should not befriend 
"kuffrs" - or unbelievers such as 



Christians and Jews. Many books 
include the following text: "The 
day of judgment will not arrive 
until Muslims fight Jews, and 
Muslims will kill Jews until the 
Jew hides behind a tree or a 
stone. Then the tree and the 
stone will say, 'Oh Muslim, oh, 
servant of God, this is a Jew 
behind me. Come and kill him.'" 

Saudi money also allegedly 
works to convert black Ameri- 
cans in prisons to the Wahhabi 
brand of Islam. The Saudi 
Embassy distributes Korans to 
inmates and has paid to send 
200 prison chaplains to Saudi 
Arabia to study. Wahhabi Imam 
Warith Deen Umar, who helped 
run New York's Islamic prison 
program, was quoted as saying, 
"The 9/11 hijackers should be 
honored as martyrs." 

The domes popping up atop 
new mosques across the United 
States - being built 10 times 
faster than they were a decade 
ago - have become the focus of 
scrutiny, rumor, fear and crimi- 
nal investigation. This has raised 
the danger of interfering with 
religious freedom and possibly 
fostering intolerance against 
Muslims. 

The Peaceful Majority. The vast 
majority of American Muslims 
live peacefully among their 



24 I August 2003 



The American Legion Magazine 




Christian and Jewish neighbors. 
Most Muslim children attend 
public schools where their friends 
include children of all faiths and 
backgrounds. I see Muslim girls 
with headscarves walking home 
with non-Muslim friends every 
day from a local school bus stop. 
These kids visit each other's 
homes, do homework together 
and integrate without any major 
problems. But more than half the 
American Muslims polled by 
Zogby International in 2001 and 
2003 reported they knew of a 
friend or relative who had 
experienced anti-Muslim dis- 
crimination after Sept. 11. 

President George W. Bush 
moved swiftly to prevent a wave 
of anti-Muslim sentiment when 
he appeared only days after Sept. 
11 with Muslim leaders inside the 
mosque on Washington's Em- 
bassy Row. A year later, Bush 
said, "Islam, as practiced by the 
vast majority of people, is a 
peaceful religion, a religion that 
respects others. By far, the vast 
majority of American citizens 
respect the Islamic people and 
the Muslim faith." 

However, in the wake of the 
attack, the United States tightened 
visa procedures for visitors from 
Muslim countries and ordered 
Muslims inside the United States 
who are not citizens to register 



with immigration officials. Many 
Muslims were jailed or deported 
for violating their visas. Islamic 
charities, cultural centers and 
businesses suspected of support- 
ing terrorism were raided. 

Public reaction to the search 
for terrorists within the Muslim 
community has been muted, in 
part by a sense that this country 
was attacked by people who lived 
here. It also was muted because 
many people saw in world events 
a large anti-American and anti- 
Western movement that appeared 
to threaten this country. 

For nearly 40 years, I traveled 
and lived among Muslim people. 
I had little or no fear for my own 
safety, even though it was clear I 
was not a Moslem. In Morocco, 
people told me about the decency 
of American GIs they met in 
World War II. In Turkey, I was 
welcomed into mosques and then 
watched people argue over who 
would host me for lunch. Afghan 
villagers shared their bread and 
tea, making it clear I was an 
honored guest. In Pakistan, I 
spent hours in mosques chatting 
with "malangas," or spiritual 
seekers. In Iran, villagers gave up 
their one-room earthen homes to 
allow me to rest for the night. 

The Militant Minority. I never 
heard the word "infidel" - or 
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nonbeliever - from a Muslim 
until the Wahhabi movement 
began spreading its intolerant 
views from Rabat to Jakarta in 
recent years. 

The movement goes by many 
names: Ikhwan, Wahhabi, 
Salifiyya, Mowahabin and 
Taliban. It funds madrassa 
religious schools in Pakistan that 
trained the Taliban and teaches 
12-year-old children to prepare 
for jihad against America. Over 
the past decade, Saudi Arabia - 
either directly or indirectly 
through non-governmental 
organizations - has financed all 
Wahhabi movements, one 
prominent Islamic scholar says. 

Terrorism expert Steven 
Emerson says many U.S. Muslims 
do not think Osama bin Laden 
was behind the Sept. 11 attacks. 
A Zobgy poll of American 
Muslims in May 2002 showed 
only 34 percent of them believed 
Osama bin Laden was respon- 
sible for Sept. 11. Instead, Emer- 
son said in an interview, they 
accept a Muslim extremist myth 
that Israel planned the attacks. 

Emerson, director of the 
Investigative Project, admits it's 
hard to be sure what the majority 
of America's diverse Muslims 
really believe. U.S. Muslims, who 
number between 2 million and 7 
million, come from India, Paki- 
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stan, the Arab world, Turkey, 
Africa and from black 
communities. But Emerson 
says moderate Muslims are 
intimidated and afraid to 
speak out. Emerson himself 
has had his life threatened 
after he reported on fund- 
raising for terrorism in 
American mosques. 

Mohammad Ibn Abdul- 
Wahab founded Wahhabism 
in the 18th century. For 
centuries before him, Mus- 
lims, Christians and Jews 
lived peacefully side by side 
with people of many nations 
and interpretations of their faith. 
But Abdul-Wahab taught that 
Muslims must undertake jihad, 
or holy war, and convert or kill 
all the unbelievers. Even Shiite 
Muslims, who represent about 10 
percent of the world's Muslims 
and predominate in Iran and 
Iraq, may be killed unless they 
accept Wahhabism. 

Wahhabis teach that Jesus will 
one day return to earth, climb 
down from the cross and become 
Muslim. 

Although some Muslims say 
Christians and Jews are protected 
from jihad because they share 
Muslims' belief in the Old 
Testament and are "people of the 
book," Wahhabis have another 
view. Christians and Jews of 
today are not "true Christians 
and Jews" since all their texts 
were adulterated over the centu- 
ries, say fundamentalists in 
Algeria, Morocco and Pakistan. 
Ultimately, all Americans and 
Europeans must become Mus- 
lims, they contend. 

Islam was not always at war 
with the West. But after the 15th 
century, the West went through 
the Protestant Reformation, the 
enlightenment, rationalism, and 
the American and French revolu- 
tions - accepting universal civil 
and human rights, freedom of 
religion, and the right to free 
speech and free press. 

Liberated to think outside the 
box, Westerners gained economic 
and military power that allowed 
Europe to colonize the Muslim 
world. This humiliated Muslims, 
since the Koran clearly states that 



'There could be groups or 
individuals out there who 
have not come across our radar 
screens who are sleeping, so to 
speak, with the expectation that 
at some point in time they'll 
be activated to kill persons/ 

- FBI Director Robert S. Mueller III 

only believers in Islam will 
succeed in this life and in the 
world to come. Israel's victories 
over seven Arab armies in 1948 
and 1967 proved an additional 
humiliation. Into this fertile 
ground of confusion, shame and 
anger came radical, militant 
voices telling the Muslims to turn 
away from modern values, reject 
democracy and women's rights, 
and reassert what they saw as 
the true, ancient Muslim absolute 
control over all aspects of 
secular, religious and social life. 
They sought one Muslim empire, 
called a "caliphate" - ruled by 
shariya, or Islamic, law. 

Funding Terrorism. America's 
Muslims - like Muslims around 
the world - are being pushed to 
accept the views of militants who 
are trying to take over the role of 
leadership in every community 
and replace more tolerant views. 
Already, America's Muslims have 
been persuaded - perhaps tricked 
- into contributing millions of 
dollars to Islamic charities set up 
by Saudis in America who sent 
the money to terrorists. 

In December 2001, federal 
officials raided the offices of the 
Global Relief Foundation in 
Chicago, which raised more than 
$5 million in the United States 
that year and is accused of 
serving as an important front 
organization for al-Qaida. That 
same month, the Holy Land 
Foundation for Relief and Devel- 
opment was cited as a front 
organization for Hamas, using 
$13 million it collected to indoc- 
trinate and recruit children to 



become suicide bombers, and 
to support their families. 
Another key Saudi charity 
linked to terrorist financing 
is the al-Wafa Humanitarian 
Organization, which U.S. 
officials have described as a 
key component of bin Laden's 
organization. 

In March 2002, U.S. offi- 
cials raided the northern 
Virginia offices of the SAAR 
Foundation, the Safa Trust 
and the International Insti- 
tute for Islamic Thought. 
Tarik Hamdi, an HIT employ- 
ee, personally provided bin 
Laden with the battery for the 
satellite phone that prosecutors at 
the New York trial of the East 
Africa Embassy bombers called 
"the phone bin Laden and others 
will use to carry out their war 
against the United States." 

Mercy International Relief 
Organization played a central role 
in the 1998 U.S. embassy bomb- 
ings. At the New York trial of four 
men convicted of involvement in 
the embassy attacks, a former al- 
Qaida member named several 
charities that served as fronts for 
the terrorist group. Mercy was 
one of them. Documents present- 
ed at the trial demonstrated that 
Mercy smuggled weapons from 
Somalia into Kenya. 

Another charity linked to bin 
Laden and raided in Northern 
Virginia was the International 
Islamic Relief Organization. From 
1986 to 1994, bin Laden's brother- 
in-law, Muhammad Jamal 
Khalifa, headed the IIRO's 
Philippine office, through which 
he channeled funds to terrorist 
groups affiliated with al-Qaida, 
including Abu Sayyaf. 

IIRO is part of the Muslim 
World League, founded in the 
early 1960s in Saudi Arabia and 
funded by the Saudi government 
to spread Wahhabism around the 
world. MWL, which shares 
offices with IIRO in many places, 
also was raided by U.S. officials 
in 2002 in northern Virginia, as 
they searched for evidence of 
terrorist funding. 

The Treasury Department froze 
the assets of other MWL affili- 
ates, including the Rabita Trust, 
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which U.S. officials say 
changed its name to the Aid 
Organization of the Ulema. 
The Al Rashid Trust, another 
group that funded al-Qaida 
and the Taliban, is closely 
linked to the al-Qaida- 
associated Jaish Mohammed 
terrorist group in Pakistan, 
which has been directly 
linked to the Jan. 23, 2002, 
abduction and murder of Wall 
Street Journal reporter Daniel 
Pearl in Karachi. 

The Saudi High Commission for 
Aid to Bosnia, supported by King 
Fahd, was raided by NATO forces, 
who discovered before-and-after 
photographs of the World Trade 
Center, U.S. embassies in Kenya 
and Tanzania, and the USS Cole; 
maps of government buildings in 
Washington; materials for forging 
U.S. State Department badges; 
files on the use of cropduster 
aircraft; and anti-Semitic and 
anti-American material geared 
toward children. Authorities are 
now trying to track down $41 
million of the commission's 
missing operating funds. 

As far back as November 2001, 
the Treasury Department froze 
the assets of 62 organizations 
and individuals associated with 
the al-Barakat and al-Taqwa 
financial networks across the 
United States for providing fund- 
raising, financial, communica- 
tions, weapons-procurement and 
shipping services for al-Qaida, 
and laundering $60 million 
collected annually for Hamas. 

In 2002, Mohammed and 
Chawki Hamoud, two brothers 
allegedly involved in a Hezbollah 
support cell in Charlotte, N.C., 
were found guilty of a variety of 
charges, including funding 
Hezbollah activities from the 
proceeds of an interstate ciga- 
rette-smuggling ring. 

Saudi diplomats deny they fund 
terrorism and bristle at any 
suggestion they allow private or 
public groups to do so. However, 
when I asked Adel al-Jubair, the 
foreign-policy spokesman for the 
Saudi government, if his country 
gives $5,000 cash payments to 
the families of suicide bombers, 
he admitted it was true. When I 



(The Wahhabi sect) funds 
madrassa religious schools 
in Pakistan that trained the 
Taliban and teaches 12-year-old 
children to prepare for jihad 
against America. 



published his remarks in a 
newspaper, he called me to say 
Saudi Arabia funds all families of 
those who die fighting Israel and 
did not single out for special 
treatment those who blow up 
Israeli civilians. 

American Muslim activists also 
reject any links to terrorism or to 
Saudi intolerance. Many have 
said the hunt for terrorists inside 
America is anti-Muslim. "The 
problem is," Emerson says, "if 
you say it as it is, you will be 
called anti-Muslim." 

Tashbih Sayyed, editor of 
Pakistan Today, goes even further, 
saying Islamic militants now 
control "100 percent of the 
Islamic centers" that are the focus 
of religious and cultural life for 
America's Muslims. These centers 
are funded by Saudis who control 
the agenda, said Sayyed, who fled 
to this country from the dictator- 
ship of Zia ul-Haq in the 1980s. 

America Must Beware. Major 
Muslim groups are dancing to the 
tune of the militants because of 
Saudi funding, author Stephen 
Schwartz says. Sayyed says he 
and other Muslims who refuse to 
kowtow to groups he says are 
run by militants are blackballed 
and threatened. 

Bush made a mistake meeting 
with Muslim leaders from groups 
controlled by militants. Photos 
they bring back from such 
meetings only give greater power 
to these militants, Sayyed and 
Schwartz say. 

In fact, former University of 
South Florida Professor Sami Al- 
Arian was arrested by the FBI in 
February for allegedly raising 
money for Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad, a terrorist group that 



conducts suicide bombings 
against Israel. The Washing- 
ton Post reported that "the 
government is alleging far 
more than that Al-Arian was 
a terrorist fundraiser or a 
political sympathizer with 
Islamic resistance to Israeli 
policies. It contends, with 
considerable supporting 
detail, that he was a top 
official of Islamic Jihad." 
The indictment also charg- 
es Al-Arian with managing the 
terrorist group's money, holding 
the wills of would-be suicide 
bombers, disseminating state- 
ments claiming responsibility for 
attacks, helping formulate policy 
on behalf of the organization, 
and being in regular covert 
contact with the group's secre- 
tary, spiritual leader and other 
operatives. "Al-Arian will rank 
among the more important 
terrorists ever arrested and 
prosecuted in this country," The 
Post said. 

Al-Arian previously met with 
Bush during his presidential 
campaign and had been invited 
to the White House. Bush has 
met with other American Mus- 
lims who were later investigated 
for supporting terrorism or had 
links to charities suspected of 
funding terrorism. 

Sayyed says that since the 
1960s, the Wahhabis and other 
Muslims who reject co-existence 
with Christians, Jews and Hindus 
have been moving to the United 
States with the aim of creating a 
civil war between Muslims and 
non-Muslims. 

"I came here for freedom. But 
this is an Islamic state within 
America they are creating," 
Sayyed said. "The Islamists don't 
accept Christians and Jews to be 
part of the nation. The United 
States must empower Muslims 
who have no connection with 
Islamist militancy." □ 



John Stone is a journalist who has 
covered Middle Eastern affairs for 
20 years. 
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Scammed! 




The more consumers 
become aware of today's 
con artistry the less likely 
they are to fall for it 



BY ROBERT McGARVEY 

The doorbell rings. A man dressed in a 
uniform says he works for the local 
power company and must trim some 
trees in your yard, or you face fire risks. 
Will you step outside, so he can show you 
where he plans to trim? 

The man walks you around, pointing to 
branches. After about 10 minutes, he 
promises to return early next week to do 
the job, at no cost to you because this is 
the utility's business. 
What's wrong with this picture? 
In North Strabane Township, Pa., plenty 
was wrong when that scenario played out 
last October. When the tree trimmer was 
walking the resident around - police won't 
release her name - an accomplice darted 
into her house and stole $1,100 in cash, 
$3,000 in valuable coins, a bracelet and a 
diamond watch. 

Was that woman particularly dumb? 
Don't believe it for a second. The scam 
artists played their con repeatedly in the 
same community. Many victims chose to 
remain silent. "That happens frequently 
with these crimes," says James Walsh, 
author of "You Can't Cheat An Honest 
Man," a thorough recounting of 
dozens of scams and cons flourish- 
ing today. He claims that victims 
stay mum for many reasons, one of 
which is shame: "How could I have 
been that stupid?" But, Walsh says, 
the bottom line is that we're all 
vulnerable to scams and cons. 
"Nobody is exempt," he says. 
"This is the perfect environment 
for scams to flourish." Low 
interest rates - sometimes as low 
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as 1 percent - have clobbered 
retirement plans and investments. 
Unemployment rates are compara- 
tively high, and medical costs are 
skyrocketing. With the nation's 
economy stumbling, financial 
fears rise. In this context, scam- 
sters find it easy to attract other- 
wise level-headed people. 

Know this, too: senior citizens 
are perfect prey for hungry 
scamsters. "There are more and 
more scams aimed at seniors 
because that is where the money 
is," says Robert Scrivano, a 
Sacramento, Calif.-based senior- 
care consultant and host of the 
"Assets and Aging" syndicated 
radio program. "Scamsters know 
that seniors have the money and 
they are afraid, and scamsters 
know it is easy to manipulate 
people who are afraid." 

Even if you're not a senior, you 
can still be victimized. "Whoever 
you are, there are scams aimed 
directly at you," says Shirley 
Rooker, president of Rockville 
Md.-based consumer aid group 
Call for Action. Whether you're 
rich, poor, young or old, certain 
scams are aimed directly at you. 

Pilfering the Grieving. An 

elderly man in Weld County, 
Colo., had just buried his wife 
when the mail brought a threat- 
ening letter from Exodus Collec- 
tion Services claiming the 
deceased owed $368 to Allient 
Visa Card. Exodus is long on 
threats - the bill said "seriously 
delinquent" - but short on 
details about how this debt was 
incurred. Just send the money to 
an address in Delaware, the 
collection letter said. Across the 
country, thousands of similar 
letters were sent out, usually to 
people who had recently buried 
close kin. 

As calls flooded the Delaware 
Better Business Bureau, several 
startling facts emerged: there's 
no such Visa affiliate as Allient, 
no Exodus Collection, and the 
Delaware mailing address is at 
a mailbox rental center. Experts 
advise consumers to always 
make sure the bill is legitimate 
whenever any past-due notice 
comes in the mail. Be especially 



With the nation's 
economy stumbling, 
financial fears rise. 

In this context, 
scamsters find it easy 
to attract otherwise 
level-headed people. 

wary in moments of grief 
when one's guard is understand- 
ably down. 

Bogus Charities. In Texarkana, 
Ark., last autumn, phones were 
ringing with appeals for dona- 
tions - usually $20 - for a Cotton 
Shed Volunteer Fire Department 
fund-raiser. Just one problem: 
local fire officials said they had 
nothing to do with the benefit and 
didn't stand to collect one dime. 

Texarkana's citizens aren't 
unique. In Washington County, 
Ore., a man knocked on doors of 
local small businesses, soliciting 
$100 for ads in programs for the 
Aloha High School Warriors 
sports teams. The man had no 
affiliation whatsoever with the 
high school and would-be 
advertisers were out their money. 

Hundreds more such incidents 
occur every month, but the 
remedy is to "always double- 
check," says Paul A. Capofari, 
chief of the Career Criminal Unit 
for the Richmond County District 
Attorney's Office in New York 
City. It takes a few extra minutes, 
but before donating to any 
organization, make sure the 
charitable drive is legitimate. 

Invest Here! Want a guaranteed 
20-percent return per month on 
your investment? 

The letters and e-mails touting 
a particular stock or other 
investment, from viaticals to oil 
futures, keep arriving. Often they 
are backed up by impressive- 
looking newsletters and analyst 
reports, says Leland Hevner, 
president of the Washington- 
based National Association of 



Online Investors. "The Internet 
has made it easy to defraud," 
Hevner warns, and daily almost 
everybody who is online receives 
multiple e-mail scams. 

Even those who don't use the 
Internet are susceptible. "Many 
fake investments continue to 
be sold by telemarketers," 
Hevner says. 

What's particularly treacherous, 
he notes, is that computer technol- 
ogy makes it simple for con artists 
to create professional-looking 
documents that "prove" such and 
such is a sound investment. 

"Remember that anything 
offering more than 4-percent or 
5-percent annual return with no 
risk is a scam," Hevner says. 
"See what Treasury bills are 
paying and recognize that any 
higher returns must have 
associated risks." 

Nigerian Scam. This may be the 
900-pound gorilla of investment 
scams, and it has become ubiqui- 
tous in the Internet era. The 
proof is that many e-mail ac- 
counts get at least one Nigerian 
pitch weekly, and huge amounts 
of money are involved. Read 
this sample: "Having consulted 
with my colleagues and based on 
the information gathered from 
the Nigerian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry, I have 
the privilege to request for your 
assistance to transfer the sum of 
$47.5 million." The letter is 
signed by an alleged Nigerian 
government official. 

Most people who get the e- 
mails delete them; not all do, 
however. In Minneapolis, a man 
named Wayne Zimmerman 
received a similar e-mail, and he 
liked what he read. He was told 
he would get a big cut of a 
Nigerian payday, if only he 
helped the officials get the cash 
out of the country. So he agreed 
to a meeting, where he was 
shown a stack of money, with 
just a little problem: it was 
covered in black ink. No big deal, 
said the Nigerian who showed 
Zimmerman the cash. A special 
chemical will wash it off. Would 
Zimmerman come up with $700 
to buy the solvent? 
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Zimmerman put up the cash, 
and it worked beautifully. Then 
he was asked to put up another 
$70,000 for more ink, enough 
supposedly to launder all the 
dirty cash. 

Sounds crazy? Zimmerman 
grew suspicious. He called the 
police, and at a meeting a few 
days later, they arrested a 29- 
year-old Nigerian living in 
Atlanta. Police believe he was 
also wanted in connection with 
defrauding an Oregon couple of 
$200,000, also for the solvent to 
remove black ink. 

"These con artists are very 
skilled," warns author Walsh, 
who acknowledges that it is easy 
to wonder how anybody falls for 
such a scheme. But he also 
knows that every day, some- 
where in America, a victim is 
meeting with Nigerian con 
artists, and at least some of them 
will put up cash that will disap- 
pear into scamsters' pockets. 

Note: the government of 
Nigeria is adamant that individu- 
als from other nations are 
operating similar scams, and 
Nigeria shouldn't carry all the 
blame. That's true, acknowledge 
experts, who say scam letters 
also come from South Africa, 
Kenya and numerous other 
African nations. 

Hollow Prizes. Would you pay 
$30 to collect a free prize, 
perhaps a luxury vacation or a 
big-screen TV? Keep your hands 
firmly in your pocket if asked to 
pony up that "processing fee" 
because, invariably, it's a scam. 
Pay a processing fee and it brings 
no prize, no trip, nothing. Case 
in point: last summer, Monterey 
County, Calif., law enforcement 
sought victims of a scam that 
started in Georgia but eventually 
engulfed thousands of Califor- 
nians, including an unknown 
number in Monterey County. A 
Georgia couple ran the scam, 
prosecutors say. They claim that 
Californians were scammed out 
of more than $1 million for prizes 
that never came. 

The word from experts: 
whenever you are asked to pay 
in advance to collect a prize 



Whether you're rich, 
poor, young or old, 
certain scams are aimed 
directly at you. 

from an unknown organization, 
walk away. If curiosity gnaws 
at you, make phone calls to 
loca law enforcement and the 
Better Business Bureau before 
sending money. 

Affinity Scams. "This is a big 
worry for anybody who belongs 
to a group," says Hevner, who 
explains that a favored ploy of 
con artists is to play upon a 
shared membership and use it as 
a lever to separate the unwary 
from their money. In Sacramento, 
Calif., members of the Calvary 
Christian Center were robbed of 
more than $600,000 when they 
were persuaded to invest in a 
fraudulent cable network called 
Covenant Broadcasting. The con 
operators followed the classic 
route: first, they persuaded the 
minister their scam was on the 
level, and he quickly carried the 
word to his flock. The minister 
himself personally put up 
$100,000, all of which was lost 
when the flimflam unraveled. 

Law enforcement says that 
every year, thousands more 
affinity scams are aimed at 
immigrants, the pious, and 
members of civic and fraternal 
organizations. Trusting people 
who belong to the same groups 
we do is human nature, Hevner 
says, and that's what con artists 
exploit. The remedy: always take 
the time to coolly investigate 
ideas floated even by those who 
share your memberships, Hevner 
says, because that extra investi- 
gation usually is all it takes to 
sidestep scams. 

Home Repair. It sounds mun- 
dane, definitely old-fashioned, 
but this is still the biggest scam 
in his territory, Staten Island 
District Attorney Capofari says. 
"We're always getting called on 



this." He explains that the scams 
usually work in one of two ways. 
In variation A, "the con man asks 
for a one-third deposit to start 
the work, and you never see him 
again," Capofari says. That can 
mean the victim is out a few 
thousand dollars on a house 
painting or roofing job. Variation 
B may be costlier. "The con artist 
asks for a down payment plus 
money to purchase materials, 
and you never see him again." 

A third, still more expensive 
version involves the con artists 
doing the work - sort of. "They 
perform shoddy, inadequate 
repairs and demand full pay- 
ment," Capofari says. 

The remedy is to deal only with 
licensed contractors. "At least 
there you have recourse if you 
are unhappy with the results," 
Capofari says. 

He adds that the way home- 
repair scams usually start is 
with a knock at the door. A 
man says, "Your chimney is 
cracked and about to fall down" 
or "Your paint is chipping off the 
house." These diagnoses may be 
true, but they also might be 
merely designed to trigger fears 
in the homeowner. Either way, 
thank them and close the door, 
Capofari advises. Then call a 
licensed contractor. 

What if this good advice about 
avoiding scams is ignored? If we 
are scammed, can we hope to 
get our money back? Hope, yes, 
but in reality the chances are 
slim, Walsh says. "Recovery of 
significant funds is rare." That's 
the sad truth. The good news is 
that, by asking plenty of ques- 
tions, going to authorities for 
more information whenever 
there's the slightest doubt, and 
in general by maintaining 
vigilance, we can minimize the 
chances of falling victim to 
scamsters, Hevner says. 

With the right attitude, 
"most scams can be avoided," 
Rooker adds. "Just keep asking 
questions." □ 

Robert McGarvey is a freelance 
writer who lives in Arizona. 

Article design: Doug Rollison 
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Overseas bases should be re-examined. 



BY SENS. KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON AND DIANNE FEINSTEIN 



As the recent military operations in Afghani- 
stan and Iraq have illustrated, the Cold War 
concept guiding overseas basing for the U.S. 
military is obsolete. Yet the number, structure and 
scope of our overseas bases are still largely aligned 
for the threat of Soviet aggression. 

The process of when, how and why we base troops 
abroad is in need of a thorough examination to assure 
that our basing structure is adequate for the new 



security environment. As chairman and ranking 
member of the Senate Military Construction Subcom- 
mittee, we have proposed legislation to assess every 
overseas installation. 

During the Cold War, our primary military 
mission was to defend our nation and our allies 
from the symmetric Soviet threat of aggression, and 
"boots on the ground" in Europe and Asia allowed 
us to do just that. 
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The U.S. military's footprints 
may be smaller, but they 
must still be worldwide. 



But even though the Cold War 
has been over for a decade, our 
nation still has 112,000 troops in 
Europe, 37,000 in Korea and 
45,000 in Japan, largely in 
installations designed, devised, 
and intended for the threats of 
an earlier era. Training con- 
straints are evident in many of 
these bases. 

The threats we face today, 
however, are largely asymmet- 
ric, such as terrorist groups or 
rogue states gaining weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Events of the past decade, 
especially since Sept. 11, 2001, 
have taught us that we need not 
only maintain a military presence 
abroad, but to be in position to 
support contingencies where we 
have no permanent bases, such 
as in Kosovo, Afghanistan, Africa 
and throughout the Middle East. 

In the final analysis, we may 
need more troops based overseas, 
not fewer, but clearly the needs 
are different than they once 
were, and it is critical that the 
United States move beyond the 
Cold War basing concepts. 

This is not simply a matter of 
security - although that is 
sufficient concern - but also of 
assuring that taxpayer dollars 
are wisely spent. 

The Defense Department has 
requested $174 million for Korea 
and $284 million for Germany 
for new military construction 
next year, a large bill for a model 
in transition. 

■ In South Korea, our soldiers 
often serve on the same patches 
of ground U.S. troops occupied 
when the Korean War ended in 
1953. Today, these training areas 
are inadequate to accommodate 
the extended reach of our weap- 
ons and the rapid pace of mod- 
ern-maneuver warfare. In fact, 
more than 7,000 U.S. troops are 
stationed at the Yongsan Army 
Garrison, which was built by the 
colonial Japanese Army long 
before World War II. 

■ In Grafenwoehr, Germany, 
our troops train on tank and 
artillery ranges used by the 
Bavarian Army more than a 
century ago. The Army has 
poured »-> see overseas page 36 



BY FRANK J. GAFFNEY JR. 

Now that the U.S. military 
has successfully removed 
Saddam Hussein's regime 
from power, considerable high- 
level attention is being paid to 
the lessons learned from Opera- 
tion Iraqi Freedom. Indeed, one 
factor that contributed to our 
armed forces' impressive 
performance was their focus on 
learning these lessons even 
before the fighting ended - and 
adapting their strategic thinking 
and tactical actions accordingly. 
Never in the history of warfare 
has what the Pentagon calls 
"situational awareness" - a 
dominant appreciation of the 
character of the battlefield - 
been translated so efficiently, 
often in real time, into changes 
in troop-combat behavior. 

Long before the conflict with 
Iraq began, American civilian 
and military leaders were 
seriously thinking about other 
factors that may powerfully 
influence where and how the 
U.S. military fights tomorrow's 
battles, specifically changes in 
the nature and location of 
overseas bases. 

Supreme Allied Commander 
Europe Gen. James Jones was 
the first senior official to provide 
public notice that such thinking 
was under way. In February, he 
told a visiting congressional 
delegation about plans one press 
account described as envision- 
ing "moving from a 'garrison' 
system of big, heavily staffed 
Cold War-era bases to a more 
expeditionary posture in which 
troops would be deployed to the 
continent on a rotational basis." 

Subsequently, amid growing 
evidence that American forces 
were unwelcome in some 
quarters of South Korea, Secre- 
tary of Defense Donald Rums- 



feld observed that he would 
consider removing, or at least 
reducing and/or relocating, the 
37,000 troops deployed there. 
On March 6, Rumsfeld said at a 
Pentagon town-hall meeting: "I 
suspect that what we'll do is 
we'll end up making some 
adjustments in South Korea. 
Whether the forces would come 
home or whether they'd move 
farther south on the peninsula, 
or whether they would move to 
some neighboring area, are the 
kinds of things that are being 
sorted out." 

In Germany and in South 
Korea, there was an immediate 
and quite palpable response. 
Official and unofficial reaction 
was a mix of horror over the 
prospect of losing America's 
economic contributions and a 
more sober view of the continu- 
ing strategic value of U.S. 
military arrangements for the 
two countries involved. Sud- 
denly, appeals to maintain the 
status quo replaced some of the 
more vituperative U.S. -directed 
criticisms that came from 
Berlin and Seoul. 

The reality is that it makes no 
more sense to ignore the over- 
seas-base lessons of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom - and, for that 
matter, those of the campaign 
that liberated Afghanistan - than 
it would to ignore the insights 
acquired in those conflicts about 
weapon and information tech- 
nologies and the tactical changes 
they are enabling. 

The question of where 
American forces should be 
deployed overseas, though, 
leads to at least two other, 
closely related questions: 

■ Who will our enemies be in 
the future? 

■ What kinds of forces are we 
going to need to fight them? 

Unfortunately, it is hard to say 
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[01/erSeas] hundreds of 
millions of dollars into the 
complex in the past decade, even 
though the best training area 
consists of only 18,000 acres of 
land, a postage stamp compared 
to the 400,000 acres of maneuver 
area and ranges available at the 
National Training Center in 
California, or the more than one 
million acres at Fort Bliss' 
McGregor Range on the Texas- 
New Mexico border. 

Further complicating matters, 
the Defense Department is 
preparing for another round of 
domestic base closures in 2005. 
As we scrutinize stateside 
military installations, we must 
take a look at our worldwide 
structure as well. 

To make sure we get the 
answers to these questions right, 
we have introduced bipartisan 
legislation to create a congres- 
sional commission to take an 
objective and thorough look at 
our overseas basing structure. 

The commission will consider 
a host of criteria to determine 
whether our bases are prepared 
to meet our needs in the 21st 
century. It will be comprised of 



with any precision who the U.S. 
military will have to confront in 
the first decades of the 21st 
century. Much depends on how 
prospective enemies respond to 
the decisive use of American 
power in places like Afghanistan 
and Iraq, and how well we fare 
in trying to secure better futures 
for those nations after their 
liberation. 

Still, enough is now known 
about several foes to provide a 
reasonable basis for planning - 
and drawing certain conclusions 
about how to base our forces in 
support of such plans. Three 
categories come to mind: militant 
Islamists, North Korea and China. 

Militant Islamists. Extremist 
sects within the Muslim faith - 



national-security and foreign- 
affairs experts who will provide 
a comprehensive analysis of our 
worldwide base and force 
structure to the 2005 domestic 
Base Realignment and Closure 
(BRAC) Commission. 

Such a review is timely. Some 
in the Pentagon have suggested 
the 2005 BRAC could result in 
the closure of nearly one out of 
every four domestic bases. But, if 
after a careful review, we reduce 
our overseas presence, we will 
need stateside bases to station 
returning troops. 

It is senseless to close bases on 
U.S. soil only to later realize that 
we made a costly, irrevocable 
mistake - a painful lesson we 
learned in the last round of 
closures. Our national-security 
strategy is shifting to take on 
new threats facing our nation. 
The position of U.S. troops 
around the globe must reflect 
that thinking. □ 

Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, 
R-Texas, is chairman of the Senate 
Military Construction Subcommit- 
tee. Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D- 
Calif., is the ranking member. 



notably the Sunni/Wahhabis of 
Saudi Arabia and the Shi'a of Iran 
- exist to dominate, violently if 
necessary, their co-religionists 
and to extend their sway over the 
non-Muslim world. These radi- 
cals are known as Islamists and, 
while these two sects hate each 
other, they are pursuing a 
common cause: the destruction 
of tolerant, democratic societies 
whose separation of church (or 
mosque) and state, treatment of 
women, religious freedoms and 
other civil rights are seen as 
intolerable and contrary to 
Allah's will. 

The Islamists, who are not to 
be confused with the majority of 
tolerant, peaceable, law-abiding 
Muslims in this country and 
elsewhere, are waging what they 



call jihad or holy war against 
Western civilization in general 
and the United States in particu- 
lar. Immense resources are at the 
disposal of the Wahhabis due to 
the oil wealth of the Saudi 
government and the kingdom's 
nominally private-sector entities 
and its wealthiest citizens. 

For example, Saudi Arabia 
proudly acknowledges having 
spent more than $70 billion since 
1975 on foreign aid. These funds 
have not, as a general rule, gone 
toward eliminating diseases or 
building needed water projects 
around the world. Rather, they 
have been put in the service of 
Wahhabi efforts to proselytize, 
indoctrinate and enlist candi- 
dates for jihad against the West. 

As a result of this immense 
investment (and assuredly more 
that is not revealed by the 
Saudis), tens of thousands of 
madrassas or religious schools, 
have been established to brain- 
wash illiterate, impoverished 
children who otherwise have 
few, if any, prospects. 

These kids are being forced by 
the millions in far-flung places 
like Pakistan, Indonesia, Malay- 
sia, the Philippines, Bosnia, 
Kosovo, Chechnya, Georgia, 
Western Europe and even the 
United States to memorize the 
Koran and train for their role in 
the jihad - including so-called 
"martyrdom operations," better 
known as suicide bombings. Iran 
is making similar, although 
smaller-scale, efforts along the 
same line, notably via its Hezbol- 
lah terrorist proxies in Syria- 
controlled Lebanon and now, by 
Shi'a extremists in Iraq. 

North Korea. The world's most 
Orwellian regime recently 
acknowledged that it has become 
the world's newest nuclear 
power. This would be a frighten- 
ing development, even if North 
Korea's threat were limited to our 
forces on the Korean peninsula, 
our allies in South Korea and 
Japan, and our interests in peace 
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In 1923 a small watchmaker in Europe 
built the first watch to display the day 
and date while using an automatic 
movement. Only 7 of these watches were 
ever made and we've only actually seen one 
of these masterpieces in a watch history 
book. Antique experts say these watches are 
so rare that they could fetch more than 
$500,000 at auction today. 

As we researched early chronographs from 
the Schaffhausen region, we found that they 
were among the most complex and stylish 
works of art to be made during the Roaring 
20's. And yet no one has attempted to 
replicate the vintage design and function of 
these early watches until now. The watch 
design that you see here has been 
painstakingly crafted with the inspiration of 
the earliest chronographs right down to the 
screw down crown. It is built with a classic 
21 jewel automatic movement, the kind 
sought after by fine watch collectors. 

From the sweeping second hand to the 
roman numerals on the unique ivory colored 
face, every detail has been carefully 



engineered to replicate the look and feel of 
the earliest chronographs. This six-hand 
movement includes two smaller dials that 
display the day and month. The third 
interior dial is a 24 hour military time clock 
in which the sun and the stars graphically 
depict AM and PM. 

This watch's mechanical movement 
utilizes a self-winding mechanism inspired 
by John Harwood, who received the patent 
on the first automatic movement in 1923. 
Thus this watch never needs batteries and 
never needs to be manually wound. The 
watch comes in a beautiful case and 
interchangeable black and brown bands 
included. 

This series of the 1923 S watch is a 
limited edition allowing you to wear a watch 
far more exclusive than most new high-end 
models. 

This is a chance to claim a piece of 
watchmaking history in an elegant design 
that is still priced to wear everyday. This 
offering is being made directly to you so that 
you can add this watch to your collection at 



a very affordable price. The watch comes 
with our 30 day no questions asked money 
back guarantee. If you are not completely 
satisfied, simply return it for a full refund of 
the purchase price. This design might not 
reappear for another 80 years. 

Not Available in Stores 

Call now to take advantage of this 
limited offer. 

1923 S Timepiece !$29$[$199 + S&H. 

800-859-1602 

Promotional Code STR175 

Please mention this when you call. 

To order by mail, please call for details. 
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and stability in East Asia. 

Regrettably, North Korea 
considers its weapons and deliv- 
ery systems - notably long-range 
ballistic missiles - as cash crops 
to be sold to any other rogue state 
or terrorist client with hard cash. 
Coupled with established world- 
wide arms and drug-smuggling 
operations, Kim Jong IPs regime 
and the danger it poses, will not 
long be confined to the western 
Pacific. Left to its own devices, 
totalitarian North Korea will try 
to put nuclear weapons in the 
hands of dangerous actors all over 
the globe and aboard long-range 
missiles capable of reaching much 
of the United States. 

China. Washington's preoccupa- 
tion with the war on terror and 
on what President George W. 
Bush has called the "Axis of Evil" 
has caused the United States to 
pay relatively less attention to 
unfriendly activities being 
pursued by communist China. 

We ignore at our peril, how- 
ever, the reality that China seeks 
to supplant the United States 
from Asia and dominate that 
region - an ambition arguably 
advanced by the machinations of 
Beijing's North Korean proxy. 
China is rapidly building up its 
military forces, thanks to large 
transfers of sophisticated Soviet- 
and Russian-designed hardware 
and manufacturing know-how. 

China also is globally expand- 
ing its presence, intelligence and 
power-projection capabilities, 
usually under the guise of 
commercial operations and 
diplomatic missions. 

Increasingly, these actions are 
giving the communist Chinese 
the ability to interfere - should 
they wish to do so - with strate- 
gic choke-points like the Straits 
of Malacca and the Panama 
Canal, to the detriment of U.S. 
interests and world commerce. 
Party cadre and the People's 
Liberation Army are repeatedly 
told that war with the United 
States is inevitable. 



A Transformed Military. Much 
has been said about the ambi- 
tious plans Bush and Rumsfeld 
are developing to ensure that the 
U.S. military is ready for the 
challenges of the 21st century. It 
will suffice for the present 
purpose to make just a few 
observations about the further 
impetus in this direction that 
Operation Iraqi Freedom is sure 
to impart. 

The lightning campaign that 
toppled Saddam Hussein with 
minimal loss of life on either side 
powerfully underscores the 
virtues of bringing precision- 
guided firepower to bear on 
rapidly developed target sets 
using maximum synergistic- 
effect air power and highly 
mobile ground forces. The trick 
will be to assure our capability to 
deal effectively with heavily 
armed and numerically large 
enemy forces - like those we 
might confront in any future 
conflicts with North Korea and 
China - as well as smaller, more 
lightly armed and unconvention- 
al adversaries like the Islamists. 

It seems likely, therefore, that 
the U.S. military is going to 
emphasize increasingly the 
following forces: 

■ Special-operations units 
capable of moving on short notice 
into hostile territory to reconnoi- 
ter, develop partnerships and 
conduct missions with friendly 
locals and otherwise prepare the 
battlefield for follow-on forces. 

■ Agile, lightly armored and 
highly mobile conventional 
ground units relying heavily on 
information dominance and 
combined arms firepower. 

■ Long-duration manned and 
unmanned aircraft to provide 
critical and real-time targeting 
and weapons delivery. 

■ Sea-based platforms for 
delivery of forces and ordnance. 

■ Increasing reliance on space 
assets not only for intelligence, 
navigation and communications 
purposes but also for putting 
weapons on target. 



Bases Overseas. The lessons of 
the recent campaigns in Afghani- 
stan and Iraq - taken with the 
foregoing insights into the sorts of 
enemies we are likely to face and 
the kinds of capabilities we will 
probably be bringing to bear 
against them - have obvious 
implications for how and where 
U.S. forces will be based overseas 
in the future. 

A premium will remain on 
forward deployment. 

The need to project power 
quickly and decisively worldwide 
argues against bringing home 
substantial numbers of overseas 
forces. If anything, the United 
States should be seeking ways to 
base at least relatively small 
numbers of aircraft, ground- 
combat personnel and ships even 
farther forward than ever in 
regions of interest. 

Toward this end, Jones' 
European command appears 
poised to unveil sweeping new 
plans for having significant 
elements of its roughly 116,000 
military personnel assigned to 
austere bases in central and 
southeastern Europe. Poland, 
Romania and Bulgaria - each 
members of the "coalition of the 
willing" that helped liberate Iraq 
- are expected to be asked to 
serve as hosts for facilities 
intended to preposition equip- 
ment, and to serve as training 
and operating facilities for troops 
who will be rotated for relatively 
short, unaccompanied tours. 

This approach stands likely to 
provide a template for a lighter 
American military footprint 
elsewhere around the world, one 
that is smaller in comparison to 
most of the individual facilities 
and bases, but one that is more 
widely distributed. □ 

Frank J. Gaffney Jr. formerly held 
senior positions in the Reagan 
Defense Department He is cur- 
rently the President of the Center 
for Security Policy in Washington. 
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under the radar 



Terror scorecard 

The State Department has 
released its annual terrorism 
report, and the news is mixed. 
According to the "2002 Patterns 
of Global Terrorism Report/' the 
number of attacks conducted by 
international terrorists de- 
creased by 44 percent between 
2001 and 2002. The number of attacks against 
American targets was down 65 percent, and 
terrorists killed just 30 Americans in 2002. No 
terror attacks have occurred on the U.S. homeland 
since Sept. 11, 2001. 

More than 3,000 al-Qaida operatives have been 
detained in 100 countries since 2001; some 500 of 
them are being held by the United States. "Al- 
Qaida terrorists are on the run," explained 
Ambassador for Counterterrorism Cofer Black in 




the report. "More than one-third 
of al-Qaida's leadership has been 
killed or captured, including 
some who conspired in the Sept. 
11 attacks, the 2000 attack on 
the USS Cole and the 1998 
bombings of two U.S. embassies 
in East Africa/' 
Even so, terrorists managed to 
conduct 199 major attacks in 2002, killing 725 
innocent people. The enemy reached far and 
wide: a restaurant in Netanya, a hiking trail in the 
Philippines, a church in Islamabad, a university in 
Jerusalem, a military base in Kuwait, a resort in 
Bali, a theater in Moscow, a hospital in Yemen. In 
the span of one week in 2003, al-Qaida and its 
allies struck five separate times in Morocco and 
hit multiple targets in Saudi Arabia. 

- A.W.D. 



Beyond Europe 

Since the end of the Cold War, 
national-security planners have 
been considering readjusting U.S. 
military priorities. The argument 
is that America's focus should 
shift away from Europe. A recent 
review in The Atlantic Monthly 
illustrates that such a realign- 
ment is well under way. 

According to the study, Washing- 
ton has closed 32 bases in Europe 
and nine in the Pacific since the 
Cold War's end, while opening 15 
new bases in the Middle East and 
Central Asia during the same 
period. This number does not 
include new bases popping up 
across Iraq, many of which may 
become permanent. 

The magazine reported that 
the number of U.S. troops de- 
ployed in Europe has decreased 
by 65 percent, in the Pacific and 
East Asia by 32 percent and in 
South America and Canada by 
38 percent. However, deployments 
in the Middle East increased by 
55 percent. 

The Middle Eastern arc stretch- 
ing from Libya to Afghanistan is 
the epicenter of the war on terror. 
Moreover, the newest commander 
of U.S. forces in Europe, Marine 
Gen. James L. Jones, has dis- 
cussed transforming America's 
existing European presence from 
the heavy, permanent basing of 
the Cold War to a network of "lily 
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pads" occupied by skeleton crews 
- a concept more conducive to 
movement and flexibility. 

Belgium waffles 

As the bombs began to fall on 
Baghdad, the New York-based 
Center for Constitutional Rights 
warned that the 
Pentagon's 
plans for a 
campaign of 
"shock and 
awe" against 
Saddam Husse- 
in's regime 
could lead to 
war-crimes 
prosecutions. 
"If initiated, 
this strategy 
will almost 
certainly result 
in the commis- 
sion of war 
crimes," a CCR 
press release 
predicted. 

Sure enough, 
Belgian lawyer 
Jan Fermon is 
representing a 
handful of 
Iraqis who have 
accused Gen. 

Tommy Franks of committing war 
crimes against the Iraqi people. 
According to The Washington 
Times, charges include that U.S. 




Belgian lawyer Jan Fermon represents a 
group of Iraqis accusing Gen. Tommy 
Franks of war crimes, corbis 



forces fired upon an ambulance, 
indiscriminately attacked civilian 
vehicles, bombed a Baghdad 
market area, attacked a bus and 
failed to stop postwar looting. 
"U.S. military officials had the 
authority but did nothing to stop 
these war crimes from occurring," 
Fermon told the 
newspaper. 

The State 
Department said 
if Brussels 
legitimizes the 
suit by hearing 
it, "diplomatic 
consequences" 
would follow. 
"We believe the 
Belgian govern- 
ment needs to be 
diligent in taking 
steps to prevent 
abuse of the 
legal system for 
political ends," 
observed State 
Department 
spokesman 
Richard Boucher. 

Perhaps in 
response to U.S. 
pressure, the 
Belgian govern- 
ment refused to 
take up the case and has instead 
referred the complaint to the 
United States, as allowed under 
Belgian law. 



Our other hero 

Most Americans know the story 
of Jessica Lynch, the injured 
POW rescued by U.S. special 
forces in Iraq. And most Ameri- 
cans have heard of Shoshana 
Johnson, who spent most of the 
war in Iraqi captivity. Happily, 
both are now home and are 
recognized as war heroes. 

Sadly, another female veteran 
of military operations in the Gulf 
remains in the shadows. Casaun- 
dra Grant, a sergeant from the 
94th Transportation Company, 
was serving near Camp Doha in 
Kuwait on March 12 when she 
was run over by a vehicle. 
According to a March issue of 
Stars and Stripes, a swirling 
sandstorm apparently contributed 
to the accident which crushed 
both of Grant's legs. The 25-year- 
old soldier was evacuated to 
Germany for medical treatment. 
She returned from Kuwait as a 
double-amputee. 

"I have God on my side," she 
told the San Antonio Express News 
after a month-long stay at Walter 
Reed. Grant, the mother of a 2- 
year-old boy, has since pro- 
gressed from a hospital in San 
Antonio to a rehabilitation 
facility. "I'm just happy I'm alive. 
I have to get on with my life." 

Elaine Donnelly, who runs the 
Center for Military Readiness, 
wants to raise awareness about 
this unknown hero. "She is very 
upbeat, considering what she is 
going through," Donnelly explains. 
"She didn't ask for anything, but I 
know people would respond if 
they knew about her story." 

Her story is heartbreaking, her 
courage is inspiring, and the 
Washington media's failure to talk 
about either is puzzling. A simple 
Internet search for "Casaundra 
Grant" returns just seven refer- 
ences. By way of comparison, 
"Jessica Lynch" returns 96,400, 
"Shoshana Johnson" 9,840. 

Grant wasn't a POW, and she 
wasn't technically in combat. 
However, she may be the Army's 
first female double-amputee. 
Lynch and Johnson deserve all 
the praise and support they have 
received - but so does Grant. 

- Alan W. Dowd 




George P. Roese 
VP. Corporate Development 



One Veteran to Another... 

I Know Impotence... Let SOMA Blue help 
you feel like a young man again. 

After my retirement from the Armed Forces, I wanted to work in a field 
that enhanced men's lives, one that made a difference. Little did I 
know that I would eventually be seeking the solution that I have 
strongly encouraged others to purchase over the past 12 years. SOMA 
Blue has over three decades of experience with erectile dysfunction! 



SOMA Blue products are FDA registered and are approved by Medicare and most Secondary Insurance 
Companies - which means NO out-of-pocket expense to you. Products are discreetly shipped to your 
door. So why wait another day to live your life to the fullest? Call one of our trained clinical specialists 
today to learn more. I am so confident that you'll find our product beneficial that we offer an 
unconditional, risk-free, 90-day money back guarantee. 



Sincerely, 

George E Roese, CPT (P), Ret. 

Vice President Corporate Development 

Veteran of the Armed Forces 



SOMABLUE 

Medical Systems 

The Miracle of Simplicity " 



You deserve the best SOMA Blue vacuum therapy products deliver... 



Spontaneous/Immediate Results 
Create an erection in less than IV2 minutes! 
Controllable - begin/end the erection 
when YOU desire! 

Predictable/Consistent - each time, every time! 



Cost Effective - Little or NO cost, Lifetime Warranty 
Safe and Effective - NO Pills, NO Implants, 
NO Injections, NO Drugs - NATURAL PROCESS! 
Medicare & Secondary Insurance Filing, 
Prescription Assistance 



Call (800) 827-8382 or visit www.somablue.com 
for information and online ordering. 



ill 



s so easy, i just open 
the door and step in..." 



...I really used to 
enjoy having a bath 

but I realized as I got 
older that the fear of 
slipping, or the effort of 
pulling myself up after I 
had finished bathing was 
becoming a real 
problem... 

Premier Bathrooms have 
the largest range of 
walk-in bath tubs in the 
country, and buying one 
helped me regain my 
independence." 



~ BA THRO OA4S 




Remember - Premier's 
Walk-In Bath tubs give 
you independence, security 
and confidence, to enjoy 
your bathroom again. 



For Further Details or to 
Receive Your FREE Brochure 
Call Now Toll Free 



1-800-578-2899 



Please send me a FREE brochure and details of nearest locations 
on THE MOST VERSATILE BATH - EVER! 

Name Telephone ( 



City_ 



Zip_ 



I Send to: Premier Bathrooms, Inc., 2330 A South Nova Road, South Daytona, FL 32119 



Long-term care lowdown 



Choosing policy can 
be like tiptoeing 
through a minefield. 



BY GARY TURBAK 

Compared to the alternative, 
growing old can look pretty good. 
Many people, however, worry 
with good reason about paying for 
the long-term care they may 
someday need. A study by the 
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services says about 40 
percent of Americans older than 
65 will eventually spend time in 
nursing homes. And according to 
the Health Insurance Association 
of America, the average annual 
cost of nursing home care is about 
$51,000, and easily double that in 
major metropolitan areas. 

Consequently, some people are 
buying a relatively new kind of 
insurance designed specifically to 
pay for LTC. Choosing the right 
policy, however, can be like 
tiptoeing through a minefield. 
Here are a few things you should 
know about LTC coverage: 

■ Medicare pays for virtually no 
LTC costs. Neither do private 
supplemental Medicare policies 
nor health insurance. The welfare 
program Medicaid will pay for 
LTC, but only the impoverished 
are eligible. 

■ Wealthy people may wish to 
self-insure by paying costs out 
of their own pockets. The poor 
can turn to Medicaid. For the folks 
in the middle, LTC insurance may 
be wise. 

■ The best policies pay for care 
wherever you need it - in your 
own home, a nursing home, 
assisted living center, or adult 
day care. 

■ Benefits usually start at about 
$50 per day and go as high as 
$300 per day. Amounts of cover- 
age should be based on the cost of 
care in a particular area. Those 
who can pay some expenses them- 



selves may be able to 
reduce coverage 
proportionately. 

■ Purchase inflation 
protection. LTC costs 
and benefits are likely 
to rise. An annual 
increase of 5 percent, 
compounded each 
year, is considered 
good inflation 
protection. 

■ Most policies 
kick in when help 
is needed with 
activities of daily 
living - bathing, 
dressing, walk- 
ing, eating, using 
the toilet, getting 
into or out of 
bed and main- 
taining conti- 
nence. The best 
insurance 
policies start 
paying when 
two, not three, of 
these activities become a problem. 
Mental impairment also can 
trigger benefits. Policies should 
include Alzheimer's coverage. 

■ According to the HIAA, the 
average LTC insurance buyer is 
67, but a third of all policies are 
purchased by people younger 
than 65. Many experts suggest 
looking at LTC coverage between 
the ages of 55 and 60. The older 
you are when you buy LTC 
insurance, the more it costs, but 
buying young can mean more 
years of paying premiums. The 
important thing is to buy cover- 
age before it's needed, because 
once a person becomes seriously 
ill or disabled, he or she may no 
longer qualify. 

■ Most companies will not 
raise individual premiums, but 
price increases for an entire group 
of policyholders are common. It's 
a good idea to ask the agent 
about the company's history of 
price increases. 

■ As with collision auto insur- 
ance, policyholders often must pay 




Bran ^ Pictures 

part of the expense before the 
insurance kicks in. LTC the 
deductible is measured in time 
rather than dollars. The elimina- 
tion period can range from noth- 
ing - the policy pays the first day 
you need care - to several months. 

■ Avoid LTC policies that pay 
only after hospitalization. 

■ The policy should be guaran- 
teed renewable. A person should 
be covered as long as the premi- 
um is paid. 

■ A policy may pay for as little as 
two years or a lifetime. The 
average nursing home stay is two 
to three years, and some people - 
especially Alzheimer's victims - 
need care for several more years. 

Long-term care insurance is not 
simple, but it's not rocket science 
either. It's just one more step on 
the trail to happy maturity. 

Gary Turbak is a freelance writer 
who lives in Missoula, Mont 
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Future of laser eye surgery arrives 



A new technology that allows 
physicians to customize the eye- 
surgery procedure known as 
LASIK corrected 96 percent of 
treated eyes to 20/20 vision, 
according to data presented at the 
annual scientific sessions of the 
American Society of Cataract and 
Refractive Surgery. Nearly 75 
percent reported seeing 20/16 or 
better, a significant improvement 
over the standard for good vision. 

The new wavefront-guided 
LASIK works by beaming light 
through the eye and taking 
detailed measurements as the 



light bounces back. The measure- 
ments are recorded on a virtual 
map, highlighting each patient's 
individual visual imperfections. A 
surgeon uses the map to custom- 
ize precise vision specifications of 
a particular patient. As a result, 
the process leads to sharper, 
crisper vision. 

Dr. Stephen G. Slade, national 
medical director of TLC Laser Eye 
Centers, also reported improve- 
ment in night vision. 

Source: American Society of 
Cataract and Refractive Surgery 



Mayo Clinic Web site is Handy tool 



Your chances of contracting the 
deadly SARS disease may be far 
less than getting the common flu, 
but you still may be concerned 
about both conditions. 

Learn more about infectious 
diseases - from the common to 
the headline makers - by visiting 
the new Infectious Disease Center 
at MayoClinic.com. You'll get the 
basics about infectious diseases 
and what causes them. You'll also 
learn how to take control and 
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protect yourself and your family 
from infectious diseases. 

Infectious diseases are caused 
by bacteria, viruses, parasites and 
fungi. These potentially danger- 
ous substances capable of invad- 
ing your body live everywhere - 
in the air, on food and plants, on 
and in animals, in the soil and 
water, and on just about every 
other surface. 

The Web site gives you easy to 
understand information to help 
you fight infections 
including proper 
hand-washing tech- 
niques, when antibi- 
otics should be 
prescribed, and why 
you and your family 
should be vaccinated 
and when. You'll find 
information about 
colds and influenza, 
sexually transmitted 
diseases, biological 
warfare, hepatitis, 
SARS and more. The 
site has tools to help 
you determine when 
to seek help from a 
doctor. You can 
review answers from 
specialists or get 
direct links to quizzes 
and articles relating 
to infectious diseases. 
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Cancer 
questions 
answered online 

The American Cancer 
Society and NexCura have 
announced survey results 
showing high levels of 
satisfaction from cancer 
patients who use the Nex- 
Cura NexProfiler Treatment 
Option Tools for Cancer on 
Cancer.org, a Web site of 
the American Cancer 
Society. The site provides 
access to relevant treatment 
information specific to their 
type of cancer. 

According to the survey, 
92 percent of respondents 
found the NexProfiler 
Treatment Option Tools for 
Cancer allows them to make 
more informed treatment 
decisions with evidence- 
based, peer-reviewed medi- 
cal literature a click away. 

In addition, 71 percent 
agreed the interactive 
support tool enabled them to 
better communicate with 
their physician. Sixty-two 
percent said the information 
obtained at the Web site was 
helpful in making a treat- 
ment-related decision. 

With a simple registration 
process requiring only an 
e-mail address and pass- 
word, users can receive a 
detailed analysis of specific 
conditions, uncover statisti- 
cal breakdowns of treatment 
types and pinpoint topics 
they should discuss with 
physicians. 

Source: NexCura 



Source: Mayo Clinic 
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The silent killer 



Hypertension can lead to stroke, 
heart disease and other problems. 



BY DR. NELDA P. WRAY 

Nearly 50 million Americans 
have high blood pressure, or 
hypertension. Sometimes called 
"the silent killer," hypertension 
initially has no symptoms. Yet 
over time, it sharply increases the 
risk of heart disease, stroke and 
other serious ailments. The good 
news is that hypertension can be 
controlled and often prevented 
through lifestyle modifications 
and medical treatment. 

In May, experts from the 
National Institutes of Health - 
including VA physicians - issued 
new guidelines for managing high 
blood pressure. Formerly, blood 
pressure below 130 over 85 was 
regarded as normal. The top, or 
systolic, number is the pressure in 
the arteries when the heart 
contracts; the bottom, or diastolic, 
number is the pressure when the 
heart relaxes. 

A top number of 120 to 139, or 
a bottom number of 80 to 90, is 
considered "prehypertension." 
The NIH expert panel advises 
doctors to actively recommend 
health-promoting lifestyle chang- 
es for patients in the prehyperten- 
sion group because studies show 
they will likely develop high 
blood pressure and cardiovascular 
disease within a few years. 

Keeping Pressure in Check. 

Researchers aren't sure what 
causes most hypertension. Hered- 
ity plays a role, and risk increases 
with age. The condition is particu- 
larly prevalent among blacks. 

You can't change your genes, 
but you can change your lifestyle 
and diet. Consider these points: 
■ Exercise is crucial. If you're not 
already on an exercise program, 
talk to your doctor about starting 
one. A great way to begin is by 
walking for at least 30 minutes a 
day. Exercise reduces weight, 



tones the heart and blood 
vessels, and enables you to 
better handle stress - all of 
which help control pressure. 
Certain forms of exercise, such 
as yoga or tai chi chuan, incorpo- 
rate meditative breathing prac- 
tices shown in clinical studies to 
help lower blood pressure. Simply 
sitting quietly and breathing 
deeply also may prove beneficial. 

■ Smoking doesn't directly raise 
blood pressure, but it does 
aggravate the risk of heart attack 
and stroke. If you smoke, make 
every effort to quit. Consume 
alcohol only in moderation; it may 
contribute to high pressure. 

■ Eat healthy meals centered on 
whole grains, fresh fruits, veg- 
etables, healthy fats and adequate 
protein to help maintain normal 
pressure and overall heart health. 
Of particular concern is salt in the 
diet. Avoid prepared foods that 
are high in sodium, and use less 
salt in your cooking and at the 
table. Use herbs and spices that 
impart flavor without the salt. 

If these steps don't control your 
pressure, several classes of 
medications may help. These 
include diuretics, beta-blockers, 
angiotensin converting enzyme 
(ACE) inhibitors, calcium channel 
blockers and others. They use 
various mechanisms to lower 
pressure, such as causing the 
heart to beat less often and with 
less force, or relaxing blood 
vessels to allow blood to flow 
more easily. Talk to your doctor 
and pharmacist about which 
drugs may be right for you. 

Research and Hypertension. For 

years, the medical world has 
believed that hypertension leads 
to kidney failure. However, 
research by a renowned VA 
scientist is challenging that view. 
Dr. Gerald DiBona, a physician of 
the Iowa City VA Medical Center 




for the past 
34 years and 
2002 co- 
winner of 
the prestigious 
Novartis Award 
for Hypertension 
Research, has 
shown that impaired kidney 
function may cause hypertension. 
DiBona's animal research studies 
suggest that increased nerve 
activity in the kidneys hampers 
the organ's ability to excrete salt 
and water under normal blood 
pressure. The body compensates 
by raising blood pressure, which 
helps normalize the excretion of 
salt and water. DiBona said he 
believes treatment for hyperten- 
sion should focus on restoring 
normal kidney function. 

Another long-time VA research- 
er, Dr. Edward Freis, is considered 
a pioneer in establishing the 
effectiveness of anti-hypertension 
medications in clinical trials. 
His work, along with that of 
other VA scientists, has signifi- 
cantly advanced the understand- 
ing and treatment of hypertension 
for millions of veterans and 
other Americans. 

Nelda P. Wray, M.D., M.P.H., is 
chief research and development 
officer for the Veterans Health 
Administration. 

Living Well is designed to provide 
general information. It is not 
intended to be, nor is it, medical 
advice or an endorsement of any 
product. Readers should consult 
their personal physicians when 
they experience health problems. 
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Genuine Leather Baseball Style Cap 



ROM 



All Genuine Patch Leather 



HOU 



Double Stitched 
for Strength 
Throughout 




Adjustable Strap in Back 
of Cap Gives Men and 
Women a Perfect Fit. 



For Men & Women 
One Size Fits All 



Genuine patch leather baseball style hat 
looks and feels great on men & 1 

Double top-stitched for strength, 
durability and style and fully 
lined for comfort. Leather 
hat comes with a full color 
eagle with God Bless 
America inscribed in rib 
bon across front! Makes 
a great gift! One Size 
Fits All. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed or your money back, 



Limited Supply • Not Sold in Stores 




You're guaranteed prompt delivery! Please print: 
Name 



Address_ 



City_ 



_State_ 



_Zip_ 



□ One Genuine Patch Leather Hat only $9.95. 

□ SAVE! Two Patch Leather Hats only $17.95 
ADD $3.95 S&H no matter how many you order. 

Enclosed is check or M.O. for (PA & NY res. add sales tax) 

Charge my: □ Visa □ MasterCard □ Discover □ Am Ex 

Account # Exp. Date 

Signature_ 



Mail to: Direct Source, Dept. BH-35 

P.O. Box 161, Orangeburg, NY 10962 

Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back. 



Great Demand Expected Due To Huge Discounted Price • Order Early To Avoid Disappointment 



Leather Jackets For Men & Women With American Eagle on Back At An Unbelievable Low Price! 



Genuine Leather Jackets 



DIRECT FROM OUR WAREHOUSE 

Fully Lined with Inside Breast Pockety 
Embroidered American Flag 

Butter Soft Genuine 
Patch Leather 



Chest Protecting 
Storm Flap 

Double Stitched, 
Throughout 




Adjustable Snap Cuffs 
Generous Snap Pockets 

Not Sold in Stores 



Always in style, our clas- 
sic black genuine patch 
leather jacket with embroi- 
dered American flag looks 
great on men and women! So roomy, ^ 
warm and comfortable. . . you may never want to 
take it off! Expertly embroidered flag over double 
top- stitched leather and fully lined for extra warmth 
and comfort. Two large front snap-pockets, two zip- 
pered handwarmer pockets, and one inside breast 
pocket. Also, adjustable snap-cuffs, storm flap and 
elasticized waist. Keep warm this winter AND look 
great with our genuine patch leather American 
Flag jacket! Order today - Makes a great gift! 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or your money back. 



You're guaranteed prompt delivery! Please print: 



Address_ 



_State_ 



_Zip_ 



For women's jackets, 
order one size 

smaller than regular 
ordering size. 



Large 8V2" Full Color Eagle with God Bless' 
America inscribed in Ribbon Across Back 



Please specify quantities & sizes below: 

Small Med. Large 

Extra Large XX-Large 

□ One Patch Leather Flag Jacket only $29.00. 

□ SAVE-BEST OFFER! Two or more Patch 
Leather Flag Jackets only $24.90 Each. 

ADD $5.95 Heavyweight Shipping & Handling per Jacket 

Enclosed is check or M.O. (PA & NY res. add sales tax) 

Charge my: □ Visa □ MasterCard □ Discover □ Am Ex 

Account # Exp. Date 

Signature 

Mail to: Direct Source, Dept. LFJ-75 
P.O. Box 161, Orangeburg, NY 10962 

Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back. 
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Flag resolution flies high in House 



For the fifth time, a constitu- 
tional amendment prohibiting 
physical desecration of the 
American flag passed in the 
House of Representatives and now 
awaits Senate action. 

H.J. Res. 4 - which reads, 
"The Congress shall have power 
to prohibit the physical desecra- 
tion of the flag of the United 
States" - passed in the House by a 
300-125 count in June. Its Senate 
counterpart, S.J. Res. 4, currently 
has 57 cosponsors and has been 
referred to the Senate Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Since 1989, The American Legion 
has worked to restore to Ameri- 
cans the right to protect their flag. 
National Commander 
Ronald F. Conley said 
he wasn't surprised the 
amendment again 
passed so easily. 

"Neither our repub- 
lic's founders nor the 
American people and 
their elected state 
legislatures have 
interpreted freedom of 
speech to include 
desecration of the 
unifying symbol of our 
nation," Conley said. 
"So it is not surprising 
that the House passed 
a flag-protection consti- 
tutional amendment 
for the fifth time. What 
is somewhat surprising 
is that getting the 
amendment passed in 
the Senate is such an 
uphill battle. The 
people know that the 
amendment will not 
alter the Bill of Rights. 
That's why all 50 state 
legislatures have 
petitioned Congress to 
send them a flag- 
protection amendment 
for ratification." 

In 1989, the U.S. 
Supreme Court, in 
Texas v. Johnson, 
invalidated flag- 
protection laws in 48 



states and the District of Columbia. 
All 50 state legislatures have 
passed memorializing resolutions 
asking Congress to pass an amend- 
ment and send it back to the states 
for ratification. 

"Prior to a 5-4 ruling by the U.S. 
Supreme Court in 1989, when 
desecration of the U.S. Flag was 
illegal in 48 states and the District 
of Columbia, the legal definition of 
free speech reflected the values of 
the American people," Conley said. 
"Today, the U.S. House of Represen- 
tatives, for the fifth time, endorsed 
the Article V right of the people to 
protect that which they value: the 
flag of the United States of America 
and their First Amendment right to 




a 'redress of grievances.'" 

Numerous polls, conducted 
since the high court legalized flag 
desecration, show 75 percent to 80 
percent of the American people 
support a flag-protection constitu- 
tional amendment. 

"President Lincoln once re- 
marked that if the policy of the 
government on vital questions 
affecting the whole people is to be 
irrevocably fixed by decisions of 
the Supreme Court, the people will 
have ceased to be their own 
rulers," said retired Army Maj. 
Gen. Patrick H. Brady, chairman of 
the board of the Citizens Flag 
Alliance and a Medal of Honor 
recipient. "The court's 1989 

decision in Texas v. 
Johnson, that took 
from the American 
people the right to 
protect their flag was 
an egregious error. 
The courts have 
interfered with the 
Constitution by calling 
flag burning 'speech,' 
and we the people 
must exercise our 
right to rule by 
ensuring that the 
court's decision, as 
Mr. Lincoln warned, is 
not irrevocably fixed 
in the Constitution. 

"Today's vote is a 
victory for free 
speech. The collec- 
tive voice of the 
American people has 
been heard on Capitol 
Hill and the message 
is clear. Remember 
America's heroes, our 
veterans, by protect- 
ing the symbol of 
their sacrifice for 
the ages." 

With the favorable 
vote in the House, the 
proposed amendment 
moves next to the 
Senate, where, with 
favorable action, it 
will go to the states to 
be ratified. 
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Conley: ptf recommendations fall short 



"It's a long putt that came to 
within an inch of the cup." That 
was the reaction of American 
Legion National Commander 
Ronald F. Conley to 
recent recommendations 
of the President's Task 
Force to Improve Health 
Care Delivery for Our 
Nation's Veterans. 

The panel - on which 
Legion National Adju- 
tant Robert W. Spanogle 
served - recommends 
closer ties between the 
Department of Defense 
and the Department of Veterans 
Affairs on medicine and equip- 
ment purchasing; construction of 
additional cost-efficient joint 
facilities; tracking, treating and 
preventing illnesses related to 
hazardous battlefield exposures; 
and electronic sharing of informa- 
tion to make it easier to determine 
a veteran's eligibility for disability 
compensation. The task force calls 
for one standard separation 
physical. The PTF also supports 
mandatory funding of the VA 
health-care system for veterans in 
seven of the eight priority groups, 
leaving it up to Congress and the 
White House to develop a funding 
solution for Priority Group 8 
veterans, whose incomes exceed 




James V. Carroll 



means thresholds of both VA and 
the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. Group 8 
veterans were denied enrollment 
access in an administra- 
tive decision by VA early 
this year. 

"The PTF came up 
with some sensible 
recommendations, the 
result of thoughtful 
deliberation," Conley 
said. "But the PTF didn't 
go far enough. These 
recommendations alone 
will leave VA still lacking 
the resources to care for all the 
veterans who, by law, the system 
is required to serve. 

"Social Security and Medicare 
receive mandatory funding to 
ensure that their budgets meet the 
needs of their recipients. We agree 
with the PTF that VA health care 
should be funded on a mandatory 
basis, but we believe in mandatory 
funding for all veterans eligible to 
seek treatment in the system. To do 
otherwise is to tell Priority Group 8 
veterans that their legal right to VA 
health care isn't the nation's 
priority at all. It's a cop-out to pass 
the buck for Priority Group 8 
veterans to the White House and 
Congress and to support full 
funding to treat the other veterans." 



Spanogle was one of three PTF 
commissioners who did not agree 
with the task force's decision to 
offer no recommendation on 
funding health care for Priority 
Group 8 veterans. He joined two 
other commissioners in writing an 
alternative recommendation that 
would allow Group 8 veterans to 
avail themselves to VA care. The 
alternative called for such mea- 
sures as allowing VA the ability to 
bill and collect from Medicare, 
requiring veterans to disclose any 
public or private health insurance 
they have for third-party collection, 
authorizing VA to offer a premium- 
based health-insurance policy to 
any uninsured veterans who would 
make co-payments and cover 
reasonable charges for the treat- 
ment of non-service-connected 
medical conditions. 

"The American people know 
these Priority Group 8 veterans are 
not freeloaders, and the people 
will not quarrel with funding their 
access to VA health care," Conley 
said. "To fight for the rights and 
benefits of America's veterans, no 
matter their income or social status, 
is our moral mission. The funding 
reforms the Legion is fighting for 
will help the very capable and 
dedicated VA health-care staffs to 
carry out their statutory mission." 



Prescription plan offers member discounts 



Ffimenca 

mY%>. Charting Solutions - Achieving Results 

For more info 

RxAmerica Help Desk 
(800) 770-8014 

The cost of prescription drugs 
increases at a rate of 15 percent to 
20 percent each year. Seniors on 
fixed incomes are among those 
most affected by the increases. 

To combat this trend, The 
American Legion has partnered 
with one of the nation's leading 
prescription-benefit managers, 
RxAmerica, to save veterans an 
average of almost 20 percent on 
prescription drug purchases. 



The American Legion Discount 
Prescription Program, available to 
all members of The American 
Legion family, offers a number of 
benefits, including: 

■ No annual enrollment fee 
and automatic enrollment in 
the program. 

■ Average savings of nearly 20 
percent with some up to 90 percent. 

■ No income requirements. 

■ All drugs are covered under 
the program. 

■ Can be used at all major 
pharmacy chains except CVS. 

■ Home delivery available through 
RxAmerica's mail-service pharmacy. 

■ Savings available simply by 
presenting a current American 
Legion, American Legion Auxil- 



iary or Sons of the American 
Legion membership card to one of 
the preferred pharmacies. 
■ If the pharmacy has a sale on a 
particular drug that is less than 
the negotiated program discount, 
members receive the lower price. 

Additional information, plus a 
Prescription Discount Program 
membership card, will be available 
to members in the September issue 
of The American Legion Magazine. 



Maryland Legion 
members now eligible 

Members of The American Legion living 
in Maryland can now take advantage of 
the same savings available to Legion 
members nationwide. 
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legion news 



Eagle Scout of Year 
earns $10,000 scholarship 



An Irvine, Calif., 
student has been 
named The 2003 
American Legion 
Eagle Scout of the 
Year. Aaron Azur 
Allen, 17, a senior at 
Hawaii Preparatory 
Academy and a 
member of Boy 
Scout Troop 316, 
earned the award 
and a $10,000 
college scholarship. 

The award 
recognized Allen for 
practical citizenship at school, in 
Scouting and at his church, New 
Covenant Church. An active Scout 
since joining Cub Scouts in 1992 
and an Eagle Scout since 2001, 
Allen has participated in numer- 
ous Scouting activities, including 
several national summer camps 
and the Baja California Orphan- 
age Work Weekend in 2000. He 
has attended leadership-training 
programs and served in many 
leadership positions within his 
troop, including chaplain, den 
chief, junior assistant Scoutmaster 
and National Boy Scout Jamboree 
staff member. 

For his Eagle Scout project, 
Allen organized and directed 15 
Scouts in repairing and repaint- 
ing 62 benches and a floating 
dock in the El Dorado Nature 
Center in Long Beach. Benches 
were tagged with adhesive metal 
numbers for identification pur- 
poses. His team also trimmed 




Courtesy of Aaron A. Allen 



overgrown vegeta- 
tion. 

Allen's school and 
extracurricular 
record is exemplary 
as well. A member 
of the National 
Honor Society, Allen 
achieved the "A" 
honor roll for all 
semesters of high 
school, as well as 
numerous academic, 
religious, commu- 
nity-service and 
extracurricular- 
activity awards, including letter- 
ing in several sports. 

He plans to study foreign policy, 
international relations or interna- 
tional politics at an Ivy League 
college. He was selected as one of 
nine high-school students in 
America to receive the Nobel 
Scholarship from the National 
Society of High School Scholars. 
His goal is to become the U.S. 
secretary of state. 

The American Legion also 
awarded $2,500 scholarships to 
Eagle Scout of the Year runners- 
up Randall S. Porch of Stuart, 
Fla.; Jason R. Lansdell, Nashville, 
Tenn.; and Jamil P. Coury, Glen- 
dale, Ariz. 

The American Legion has 
supported Scouting since its first 
National Convention in 1919. 
Legion posts sponsor more than 
2,500 Scouting units, investing 
more than $1.7 million on the 
72,000 members. 



BRANSON 




VETERANS 
TASK FORCE 

(866) 859-4232 

info @ bransonveterans.com 
www. bra nson vete rans.com 



Military Reunion Capital of the USA 

Call, e-mail, or register 
on-line for a free 
Reunion Planner's Packet 
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RoyalCaribbean 



TERNATIONAL 

Members receive 
discounted cruises 

Through a new partnership, 
members of The American 
Legion family can now receive 
special discounts on Royal 
Caribbean International 
Cruises and Celebrity Cruises. 
Members can save on cruise 
travel for family and friends by 
calling a special reservation 
line for participants, or by 
booking 



For more 
info 

(888) 226-2100 

www. latestt ravel 

offers.com/ 

partner/legion 

orwww.Legion.org 



online. 

Royal 
Caribbean 
offers guests 
of all ages a 
variety of 
activities 
including rock- 
climbing walls, 
ice-skating 
rinks, wine bars, fitness and spa 
facilities, and entertainment both 
onboard and at ports of call. 
Children can participate in the 
"Adventure Ocean" program. 
Cruises are available in the 
Caribbean, Europe, Alaska, 
Mexico, New England, Canada 
and the South Pacific. 

Celebrity Cruises recently 
introduced poolside amenities 
such as cocktail parties, frosty 
towels, sorbet, sushi cafes, 
and complimentary champagne. 
The cruise lines, which include 
shore excursions, travel to 
Alaska, South America, the 
Caribbean, Europe, Hawaii, 
and both Atlantic and 
Pacific coasts. 

Royal Caribbean Cruises 
Ltd. is a global cruise vacation 
company that operates Royal 
Caribbean International and 
Celebrity Cruises, with a 
combined total of 27 ships in 
service and three more under 
construction. The company 
also offers unique land-tour 
vacations in Alaska, Canada 
and Europe through its cruise- 
tour division. 



[ legion news 

Homeless Veterans Task Force seeks volunteers 



The American Legion's Homeless 
Veterans Task Force, initiated by 
National Commander Ronald F. 
Conley to combat homelessness 
among America's veterans, is 
seeking volunteers. r 

The national task FOr ITIOre II1TO 
force, which Donna Jaffe 

consists of mem- American Legion Economics Division 
bers of the National (202) 861-2700 ext. 1601 
Economics Com- 
mission, representatives from The 
American Legion Auxiliary, Sons 
of The American Legion and the 
executive director of the National 
Coalition for Homeless Veterans, 
is asking Legion departments to 
appoint willing and committed 
chairpersons to lead task forces at 
the department level. Completed 
nomination forms should be 
returned to the Economic Com- 
mission at the Legion's Washing- 
ton office as soon as possible. A 
15-page guidebook titled "Getting 
Started," available through 
Legion department headquarters, 
contains tips for running a 
successful program. The guide 
also contains a homeless veter- 
ans fact sheet, suggestions for 
activities and fund-raising, and 
contact information. 

Department Homeless Commit- 
tee chairpersons will work closely 
with representatives from The 
American Legion Auxiliary, Sons 
of the American Legion and 
community-based organizations; 
federal, state and local govern- 
ments; and others that serve the 
homeless. Department committees 
will assist posts in forming home- 
less task forces at local levels. 

"The question most often posed 
is, 'Can we stop homelessness?'" 
says Kenneth Sercerchi, chairman 
of the Economics Commission. 



"Realistically, the answer is no. 
However, with a joint collabora- 
tion between government agen- 
cies, veterans organizations and 
homeless providers, and with 

adequate funding 
and services, it is 
possible to reduce 
homelessness 
among veterans. It 
begins by helping 
just one veteran - and his or her 
family - from going into a crisis 
situation. But it's going to take 
tremendous efforts at all levels to 
be successful." 

In addition to resources listed in 
the guidebook, volunteers can 
obtain guidance from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. 
FEMA, which assists veterans 
through local emergency food and 
shelter programs, provides funds to 
meet basic needs such as food, rent 
and utilities. Volunteers can learn 
about resources available by con- 
tacting FEMA at (202) 566-1600 or 



by visiting www.fema.gov. 

FEMA works in cooperation with 
the National Coalition for Home- 
less Veterans, another helpful 
resource. Information is available 
by contacting The National Coali- 
tion for Homeless Veterans at 
(800) VET-HELP or by visiting 
www.nchv.org. 

"A question often asked of the 
Economics Commission pertaining 
to the Homeless Veterans Task 
Force is 'Why now?'" Sercerchi 
says. "The answer is 'Why not 
now?' The VA estimates that more 
than 275,000 veterans are homeless 
on any given night, and more than 
a half million experience homeless- 
ness over the course of a year. 
Conservatively, one out of every 
four homeless males sleeping in a 
doorway, alley or box has put on a 
uniform and served his country. 
Now they need America to remem- 
ber them. Let's work together to 
combat this atrocity and help us to 
never leave a veteran behind." 



American Legion 
National Conventions 



Louis 
Nashville, Term. 
Honolulu 
Salt Lake City 
Reno f Nev. 



Aug. 22-28, 2003 
Aug. 27-Sept. 2, 2004 
Aug. 19-25, 2005 
Aug. 18-24, 2006 
Aug. 24-30, 2007 



The DR FIELD and 
BRUSH MOWER... 

0k is Now on Sale ! 




This is the Original DR @ FIELD and 
BRUSH MOWER that mows and chops 
up tall, wiry field grass, brush, and 
even saplings up to 2-1/2" thick! It 
reclaims meadows, roadsides, 
fencelines, trails, pond edges, and 
woodlots...any area too overgrown 
for ordinary mowers! And it's now 
l on sale — 

• SAVE up to $289 right now with 
Factory-Direct Savings! 

• TAKE A FREE TRIAL 
with No Risk. Call or 
write for details! 



PLUS the PR® converts 
in seconds to a — 



WER... 




[YES! Please "send me your FREE Catalog and Video aboutlhe 
i new DR® FIELD and BRUSH MOWER, including models, pow- 
]ered attachments, and factory direct savings now in effect. 



_ State _ 



_ZIP_ 



E-mail 

COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS®, Dept. 46472X 
Meigs Road, P.O. Box 25, Vergennes, VT 05491 
www.drfieldbrush.com 



comrades 



How to Submit a Reunion 



The American Legion Magazine publishes reunion notices for veter- 
ans. Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Reunions, 
P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail 
reunions@legion.org. 

Include the branch of service and complete name of the group, no 
abbreviations, with your request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact name, telephone number and 
e-mail address. Listings are published free of charge. 

Due to the large number of reunions, The American Legion Maga- 
zine will publish a group's listing only once a year. Notices should be 
sent at least six months prior to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 



Other Notices 



"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch with people from your 
unit to plan a reunion. We do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military photos or help in filing a VA 
claim. Listings must include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well as a contact name, tele- 



phone number and e-mail address. Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: "In Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, 
fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish the names of individuals, only the 
name of the unit from which you seek people. Listings are published free 
of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for Legionnaires who have 
been awarded life memberships by their posts. This does not include a 
member's own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. Notices must be submitted 
on official forms, which may be obtained by sending a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Mem- 
berships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be approved by the Legion's 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify an 
injury received during service, contact your Legion department service 
officer for information on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, send a letter to The 
American Legion Magazine, Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID number in your 
response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legionnaires who served as 
department commanders or national officers. 



AIR FORCE 



8th AF "Gathering of Eagles," Modesto, 
CA, 10/7-12, Chuck Barber, (619) 561-5505, 
shortyhold@aol.com; 9th Bomb Wing, Coeur 
d'Alene, ID, 9/11-14, Bibiana Nertney, (208) 322- 
5145, bnertney@uswest.net; 11th AF 343rd Ftr 
Grp & PatWing-4, Palm Springs, CA, 10/30-11/2, 
Blaine Mack, (760) 346-2855, p38driver@aol.com; 
27th Air Trans Grp, Spokane, WA, 9/11-13, Don 
Diehm, (828) 891-5422; 47th Bomb Wing (1950- 
1962), Tucson, AZ, 10/15-20, Chas Palmer, (907) 
242-1530, crpalmer@gci.net 

49th Ftr Grp Assn, Goldsboro, NC, 9/11-14, 
Ralph Easterling, (704) 532-7259; 51st FIW 
(1950-1956), Omaha, NE, 9/5-7, Gene Zenk, 
(712) 263-4580, hesszenk@frontiernet.net; 
86th Ftr Bomb Grp (WWII), Dayton, OH, 
10/31-11/4, John Thompson, (715) 886-3042, 
jetgerm@wctc.net; 108th, 168th & 180th Bomb 
Sqdns (Bordeaux/Laon, France, 1951-1955), 
Branson, MO, 10/3-6, Budd E. Revesz, (847) 
823-4261, b57jock@aol.com 

312th DRS 41st ADG 15th AF (Gioia, Italy, 
WWII), Manchester, NH, 9/25-28, Lawrence 
Schulte, (785) 256-4308, lmackie@juno.com; 
339th Ftr Grp 8th AF (WWII), Nashville, TN, 
10/15-19, Stephen Ananian, (864) 288-2599, 
stephen_ananian@mindspring.com; 379th 
Bomb Grp (Heavy) 8th AF (Kimbolton, 
England, 1942-1945), Salt Lake City, 10/8-12, 
T Cabanski, (303) 697-6265; 454th Bomb Grp 
(Italy, WWII), Memphis, TN, 10/14-19, Ralph 
Branstetter, (303) 422-6740 

474th Ftr Grp (WWII), Norfolk, VA, 9/24-28, Lloyd 
Wenzel, (561) 747-2380; 6500th Eng Topo Bn 
(WWII), Chicago, 10/1-4, Frank Captain, (718) 
667-4231 , fcapt@si.rr.com; 6461st & 21st TCS 
"Kyushu Gypsy" (Japan & Korea), Charleston, 
SC, 10/22-25, Richard Grimm, (803) 431-7402, 
dgrimm10@charter.net; Air Commando 
Assn/Spec Opns, Fort Walton Beach, FL, 
10/10-12, Eugene D. Rossel, (909) 591-7342, 
aircommandol @ earthlink.net; Shepherd's Grove 
AFB (1950s & 1960s), Branson, MO, 11/7-12, CP 
Lee, (540) 721-2747, cplee@shepherdsgrove.com; 
Women Officers (AFWOA), San Antonio, 1 1/6-9, 
Carol Habgood, (210) 223-6528 

ARMY 

1st Ord MM Co, Willowbrook, IL, 10/22-24, Elaine 
Laketa, (630) 739-5008; 2nd Bn 34th Armor, 
Alexandria, VA, 8/8-10, Jeff McClelland, (703) 
922-9200, jmmcclelland@richfield.com; 2nd Eng 
Cbt Bn, Kansas City, MO, 8/29-9/2, Larry Streeby, 
(503) 645-3933, engrbn2@aol.com; 2nd Inf 
Div (Korean War Vets Alliance), Kansas City, 
MO, 8/29-9/2, Ralph Hockley, (713) 334-0271, 
cghrmh@sprintmail.com; 4th Inf Div LRRP 
"Highland Rangers" (Vietnam), Fayetteville, NC, 
8/8-10, D.G. Keller, (910) 867-6985; 8th Inf Div 



Med Bn Clearing Co (Germany, 1956-1960), 

Laughlin, NV, 10/21-24, Earl Meyer, (608) 837-0603, 
elmeyer@mailbag.com; 11th Evac Hosp (Korea), 
Florida, 10/8-10, Joe Amerigo, (561) 637-6695; 
15th, 17th Cav Sqdns 15th Cav Grp, West Point, 
NY, 8/24-26, Robert Sobeski, (845) 344-7566, 
rsobeski@hvc.rr.com; 16th Sig Opns Bn (WWII & 
Korea), Minneapolis, 9/8-10, Al Nolan, (503) 650- 
4078; 21st AAA AW Bn, Branson, MO, 9/17-19, 
Lester Kenfield, (717) 939-4621 ; 21st Evac Hosp 
(WWII), Plymouth, IN, 8/7-9, Robert Murphy, (760) 
728-7245, rgblmurphyl @adelphia.net 

24th Inf Div 26th AAA A, B & C Btrys (Korea, 
1950-1953), Chattanooga, TN, 9/18-20, Curtis 
Henderson, (423) 842-4917; 28th Inf Rgt Assn 
(WWII), Las Vegas, 9/7-1 1 , W.R Landry, (409) 
985-9437; 32nd "Red Arrow" Div, Janesville, Wl, 
9/11-14, E.J. Sartell, (608) 752-6731 ; 34th Inf Div 
Assn (All Units), Council Bluffs, IA, 9/5-7, Ivan 
D. Delp, (504) 833-9037; 36th Cav Recon Sqdn 
(WWII), Portland, OR, 8/27-30, Earl Carpenter, 
(503) 775-5038 

39th AAA AW Bn, New Orleans, 10/8-12, 
Norman Van Den Bussche, (847) 543-1 81 1 , 
jvande2029@cs.com; 40th Inf Div 160th Rgt A 
Co, Laughlin, NV, 10/21-23, Roger Lueckenhoff, 
(573) 364-4145, lueck@fidnet.com; 40th Inf 
Div 981st FA Bn C Btry (1950-1953), Santa 
Maria, CA, 9/6, Ed Gutierrez, (805) 934-0399; 
43rd Div 169th Inf Rgt Tank Co (1951-1953), 
Charlottesville, VA, 10/8, Al Morris, (434) 
973-5775; 65th Field Hosp 3rd Army (WWII), 
Branson, MO, 9/22-25, Dwaine R. Lewis, 
drevlewis@aol.com 

91st AAA AW Bn (M) (All Btrys), Branson, 
MO, 10/14-15, Willard Edwards, (816) 587-5664; 
92nd Inf "Buffalo" Div WWII Assn & 366th 
Inf, Silver Springs, MD, 10/3-5, Howard Fletcher, 
(301) 622-2179; 106th Recon Trp, San Antonio, 
10/23-26, Joseph C. Haines, (405) 262-3867; 
178th Cbt Eng Bn (WWII), Knoxville, TN, 10/6-7, 
Jack A. Davis, (304) 469-4394; 249th Cbt Eng 
Bn, Fredericksburg, VA, 9/11-13, Irmin Magruder, 
(540) 886-6941 

303rd Station Hosp (WWII), Sioux Falls, SD, 
Betty Johnson, (574) 943-3676; 312th Bomb 
Grp Assn (Southwest Pacific, WWII), San 

Antonio, 10/7-10, Claud Haisley, (512) 931-0078, 
jthappy@juno.com; 382nd MP Bn (Germany, 
1952-1955), Atlantic City, NJ, Sept, Frank 
Messina, (718) 347-5122; 440th Sig Bn (All 
Eras), New Orleans, 10/7-9, Dick Fluke, (814) 
928-5041 , richardfluke@hotmail.com 

482nd AAA AW Bn (SP) 9th Armd Div, Overland 
Park, KS, 9/17-20, Chuck Gregorovich, (419) 394- 
3548, chuck482aaa@bright.net; 503rd MP Bn B 
Co 3rd Army (WWII), Mystic, CT, 9/21-24, Peter 
Joseph, (207) 872-2225; 513th AAA Gun Bn 
(Korea), Branson, MO, 10/23-25, J.D. Kallmeyer, 
(573) 486-2389; 546th AAA B Btry (WWII), 



Le Mars, IA, 9/26-27, Kenneth Lubben, (712) 
546-5540; 550th AAA Bn, Westfield, NY, 9/12-13, 
Vincent Calarco, (716) 326-2320; 746th Railroad 
Operating Bn, Wilmington, NC, 9/18, Joyce 
Ripka, (336) 221-8907; 765th TRSB (Korea, 
1950-1955), Pigeon Forge, TN, 9/15-18, Billy F. 
Hill, (423) 942-2644; 789th AAA AW Bn (Europe, 
WWII), Kansas City, MO, 9/18-21 , Charles Kraft, 
(816) 452-791 1 , jean-bud@juno.com; 999th AFA 
Bn (Korea, 1950-1954), Milwaukee, 10/10-12, 
Tom Talaska, (414) 421-4189, atalaska@att.net 

1380th Eng Pipeline Distrib Co, Ormond 
Beach, FL, 11/5-7, John Yungk, (386) 441-8018, 
cooknjon@aol.com; 3483rd Ord MAM Co 
(WWII), Cleveland, 9/12-14, Don Eynon, (216) 
251-1 129; B Btry 623rd FA, Campbellsville, 
KY, 10/3-5, Bill Newcomb, (270) 465-7191 ; 
Battle of the Bulge Vets, Quincy, MA, 9/4-7, 
Marty Sheeron, (215) 548-6372; Eng Officer 
Candidate School Alumni (All Classes), Reno, 
NV, 10/16-20, E.T Mealing, (404) 231-3402, 
enocsa@earthlink.net 

Horse Pit 287th MP Co (Berlin), Lake 
Harmony, PA, 1 0/25-26, George Frantz, (570) 
386-5586, tandrf@ptd.net; North African Div 
Air Trans Cmd (1943-1946), Pigeon Forge, 
TN, 9/21-25, Carl Whipkey, (724) 235-9237, 
carkey@youron.net; Oflag 64 WWII POWs, 
Minneapolis, 9/10-14, Bret Job, (612) 239, 
3881, bretjob@heartlandamerica.com; Patton's 
3rd Army 7th FA Obsn Bn (Europe, WWII), 
Fort Mitchell, KY 10/8-10, Charles Wright, 
wrightcjr@adelphia.net 

Phu Lam Sig Facility, San Antonio, 9/11-14, 
Bill Seater, (231) 943-4801 , as994@tcnet.org; 
Ranger Bns Assn (WWII), Minneapolis, 
8/28-31, Gus Schunemann, (704) 542-8918, 
sgtmajgus@attbi.com; Sig Svc & ASA Okinawa 
Personnel (1945-1970), Natchez, MS, 9/25-28, 
Paul Watson, (978) 465-7473, w562236@aol.com 

ARMY AIR CORPS 

504th Bomb Grp 313th Wing, 9/3-7, 
Sacramento, CA, Tom Schoolcraft, (21 0) 658-4744 

COAST GUARD 

Patrol Frigate Reunion Assn, Milwaukee, 9/2- 
10, Roberta Shotwell, (650) 756-7931 , patrolf@ 
aol.com; USCG Lightship Sailors Assn, 

Rehoboth Beach, DE, 10/2-4, Marty Krzywicki, 
(651) 488-6166, lightshipsailor@comcast.net; 
USS Racine PF 100, Milwaukee, 9/2-7, George 
H. Bock, (727) 535-9563 

JOINT 

416 NFS/TFS (WWII-1993), Las Vegas, 
11/14-16, Ron Green, (480) 595-8693, 
bargranch@aol.com; Nat'l EOD Assn, Lake 
of the Ozarks, MO, 9/24-26, Bud Engelhardt, 
(413) 569-5040, mossyfixture@supplyguys.net; 
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Thailand/Laos/Cambodia Brotherhood, Fort 
Walton Beach, FL, 10/2-5, Woody R. Freeman, 
(850) 729-8081, patriot@valp.net 

MARINES 

5th Amph Corps Arty 5th Howitzer 11 th Gun 

Bn, New Orleans, 9/10-14, Frank Pinciotti, (813) 
971-1910, soniapinch@aol.com; 5th Tank 
Bn 5th Mar Div, Metropolis, IL, 9/25-27, Al 
nelson, (618) 942-4870, anelson@midwest.net; 
Air Transport Assn, Calloway Gardens, GA, 
9/25-28, Grady Loveless, (706) 882-8653, 
majgel@mindspring.com; George Co 3rd Bn 1st 
Mar Rgt, Washington, 9/10-14, J. Camarillo, (805) 
647-931 9, camarilloj@vcss.k1 2.ca.us 

India Co 3/7 (1969-1970), Washington, 11/8-1 1 , 
Roger Villarreal, (281) 930-8161, rogervillarrea 
l@hotmail.com; Mar 10th Def AAA Bn Assn, 
Myrtle Beach, NC, 9/7-1 1 , Doug Fosbury, (541) 
476-3616, dugfos@charter.net; USMC Postal 
0160/0161, Charleston, SC, 10/12-16, Harold 
Wilson, (740) 385-6204, crafter@voyager.net; 
VMB-614, Keith L. Boyer, Atlantic City, NJ, 9/28- 
30, (573) 564-2023; VMF(N)-541 "Bateye" Sqdn 
(WWII), New Orleans, 10/5-8, John G. Devine, 
(570) 875-0898, tragiand@ptd.net; VMR-952 
Transport Sqdn, Dayton, OH, 10/2-4, Bob 
Werner, (513) 231-9543; VMSB-333, Pittsburgh, 
9/29-10/1, John Palamides, (412) 563-0392 

NAVY 

8th NCB, Austin, TX, 8/15-17, Fred Kofman, (970) 
474-2463; 60th Seabee Bn (WWII), St. Louis, 
9/5-7, Clarence A. Hemmer, (314) 427-5352, 
clarhemmer@worldnet.att.net; AGC/LCC 
Ships, St. Louis, 9/17-21, Ted Branthoover, (412) 
884-2650; All Navy Women's Nat'l Alliance, 
Gateway, MD, 9/26-29, Sharon Breece, (407) 677- 
9668; Const Bn Maint Unit 593, Philadelphia, 
9/25-29, William Fitzpatrick, (321) 784-1088, 
williammacfitz@aol.com 

MCB 12 Seabee Assn, Plymouth, MA, 
9/26-27, Philip N. Healy, (781) 331-1857, 
acb012@earthlink.net; NAS New York (Floyd 
Bennett Field), Virginia Beach, VA, 10/23-26, 
Chet Atkinson, (757) 495-1338; PATSU 1-9 
(WWII), Washington, 9/23-25, Walter A. Lastoskie, 
(727) 343-2384, m.lastoskie@ij.net; SLCU-32, St. 
Charles, IL, 9/13-15, Loyd Miller, (630) 365-6335; 
Subic Bay/Olongapo/Clark Airfield, Subic 
Bay, Philippines, 10/17-27, Judy Buzzell, (703) 
21 2-0695, info@subicbayreunion.com 

UDT-21/USS Bunch, Nashville, TN, 8/25-29, David 
L. Hibbs, (717) 637-7723, jbwdlh@netrax.net; 
USNR Midshipmen's School (New York), 
Milwaukee, 9/4-7, Ken Boyd, (405) 789-8852, 
ken@clickworld.net; USNTC Bainbridge, 
Columbia, MD, 10/2-5, Sue Fischer, (410) 
876-2689; USS Arctic AF 7/AOE 8, Harrisburg, 
PA, 10/16-18, Al Kent, (818) 345-3897, 
chico350@lycos.com; USS Ashtabula AO 51, 
Norfolk, VA, 9/19-21 , Don Burroughs, (954) 942- 
8935, burrone@aol.com 

USS Bache DD/DDE 470, Portsmouth, VA, 
10/14-19, Kit Hall, (314) 521-9414; USS Baltimore 
CA 68, Wilmington, NC, 9/10-14, John Bingaman, 
(336) 951-0116, natsurf@earthlink.net; USS 
Bayfield APA 33, Myrtle Beach, SC, 1 0/1 6-1 9, 
Joe B. Williams, (803) 831-1822, fayewilliams6 
121@juno.com; USS Bergen, Branson, MO, 
9/25-28, William D. Tremper, (765) 825-6443, 
tbill@webworks2000.net; USS Bon Homme 
Richard CV/CVA 31/LHD 6 (Ship's Co & Air 
Crews), Valley Forge, PA, 8/8-9, Ron Edlund, 
(231) 773-0441 

USS Bridge AF 1 , Wagoner, OK, 9/22-24, 
Oliver Nash, (915) 677-0207, onash@cox.net; 
USS Bristol DD 857, Norfolk, VA, 10/9-12, Dick 
Szulczewski, (763) 473-3670, bristolski@aol.com; 
USS Cabot CVL 28, Mount Laurel, NJ, 
10/9-13, Albert J. Getz, (856) 665-1937, 
beargetz@yahoo.com; USS Casa Grande LSD 



13, Virginia Beach, VA, 10/23-28, Ben Lines, (860) 
868-0408, benjunelines@aol.com; USS Charles 
Berry DE 1035, Atlanta, 12/11-13, Jerry Brooke, 
(229) 227-0504, jlbrooke@rose.net; USS Clinton 
APA 144, Seattle, 9/23-26, John Palmer, (818) 
244-6948, palmerjh@juno.com; USS Connole 
DE/FF 1056, Norfolk, VA, 9/19-21 , Dennis Roberts, 
(615) 227-4107, robertsd50@hotmail.com; USS 
Constant MSO 427, Raceland, LA, 10/3-5, Joe 
Colson, (985) 537-7529, colson@internet8.net; 
USS Cotton DD 669, San Antonio, 10/2, Richard 
Myers, (404) 373-0120, ramunlim@yahoo.com 

USS Damato DD/DDE 871, Reno, NV, 
10/6-10, Floyd Slocum, (209) 358-8133, 
slocum150@aol.com; USS Elden DE 264, 
Charlottesville, VA, 9/4-6, Bill Mailers, (574) 
772-0841, wcm@nitline.net; USS Frontier AD 
25, Newport, Rl, 11/10-13, Joseph Olean, (401) 
596-0143; USS Glacier AGB 4, Las Vegas, 10/1- 
5, John Willard Jr., (605) 343-7942; USS H.J. 
Ellison DD 864, Mobile, AL, 10/1-5, Ken Moore, 
(904) 794-5781, kamsr@aug.com 

USS Harry Lee APA 10, Philadelphia, 10/1-4, 
Patrick Smith, (814) 635-2847, patricklsmith@ 
hotmail.com; USS Hermitage AP 54, Myrtle 
Beach, SC, 10/6-8, Frank Calvarese, (716) 
656-9646, fac430@aol.com; USS Higbee 
DDR 806, San Francisco, 9/10-14, Gil Rodello, 
(541) 747-1408, gilrodhigbee@attbi.com; USS 
Hilary P. Jones DD 427, Albany, NY, 9/15-18, 
Al Malcomson, (518) 449-2095, pam.dundon@ 
organichem.com 

USS Hissem DE/DER 400, Myrtle Beach, 
SC, 10/5-8, Bob Morstadt, (631) 981-2584, 
morstadt@optonline.net; USS Holton DE 
703, Albany, NY, 9/15-18, Tom Lewis, (520) 
762-0065; USS Kermit Roosevelt ARG 16, 
San Antonio, 10/19-23, Robert Simpson, (952) 
881-2436, rms952@earthlink.net; USS Leyte CV 
32, Jacksonville, FL, 10/8-11, Dick Bolin, (309) 



Test our Professional Power 

DR» CHIPPER 

RISK-, 



We're so sure you'll love it, we're willing to let you 
use our Professional Power DR® CHIPPER on your 
own property to — 

• CLEAN UP UGLY BRUSH PILES that spoil the 
appearance of your property. 

• CHIP BRANCHES up to 

4-1/2" thick! 

• CREATE BEAUTIFUL 
WOOD CHIP MULCH for 

landscaping. 

If the DR® doesn't 
AMAZE you, we'll take 
it back and you won't 
be out a penny. We 
even pay for shipping 
it both ways ! 



Please mail coupon or call TOLL FREE 
for complete FREE DETAILS! 

1-800-628-7277 




www.drchipper.com 



YES! Please rush complete FREE DETAILS of the Professional 
Power DR® CHIPPERS, including prices and specifications of I 
models and options, plus Factory-Direct Savings now in effect, j 



COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS®, Dept. 46471 X i 
Meigs Road, P.O. Box 25, Vergennes, VT 05491 j 



Complete Collection of 9 Scarce 
Genuine U.S. Coins 




Plus, get a set of * 
1943 Steel Cents 
FREE! 



Liberty Silver Franklin Silver Kennedy Silver Silver Wartime Silver Mercury Buffalo 
Half Half Half Nickel Roosevelt Dime Silver Dime Nickel 



Silver Washington Indian Head 
Quarter Cent 



Now own a set of 9 genuine U.S. Mint coins spanning the 20th century and rarely seen in circulation 
today! Get such collector classics as the 1859-1909 Indian Head cent, 1913-1938 Buffalo nickel, and 
1942-45 Wartime nickel. Plus, popular 90% silver issues: the Liberty, Franklin, and first-year Kennedy 
half dollars, as well as the traditional silver Washington quarter, Mercury & Roosevelt dimes - all out 

of circulation for decades. Nine scarce r ------ - 

Special Offer for New Customers 

[PI VF^II p l ease sena me the 9 Scarce U.S. Mint Coins all 




coins, all for one low price of $14.95! 

rj\ Plus, get a 3-Coin Set of 
) 1943 Steel Cents FREE! 
I Act now, and also get the 
'one-year-only 1943 Steel 
Cents in a complete 3-coin set, one from 
each U.S. Mint that struck them, absolutely 
FREE! Normally, this collection of scarce, 
seldom-seen coins sells for $5€nt5, but 
with this special introductory offer for 
new customers only, it can be yours for 
only $14.95 - an incredible $41.20 off 
regular prices. (Limit 2 sets.) 

You'll also receive our fully illustrated 
catalog, plus other fascinating selections 
from our Free Examination Coins-on- 
Approval Service, from which you may 
purchase any or none - return balance in 
15 days - with option to cancel at any time. 
Order now - before they vanish forever! 
45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction 
Over 55 Years of Friendly Service to Collectors 



for the special price of $14.95, with Free Shipping 
(limit 2 sets). Plus, I'll also receive a FREE 1943 Steel Cent 
Se t for a total of 12 coins! 

| Order Deadline: 12:00 Midnight, September 50, 2005 | 



Please send coupon with payment to-. 

Number of Sets (limit 2) 
Total Cost at $14.95 per set: 
Shipping & Handling: 



Littleton 

] Coin Compan y 
Dept. KTX400 

1309 Mt. Eustis Road 
Littleton NH 03561-3737 



$ FREE! 



Method of payment: 

□ Check or Money Order enclosed 

□ VISA □ MasterCard □ American Express 



Total Amount: $ 

□ NOVUS Cards 



Card No. 



Exp. Date _ 



Name 

Address . 
City 



State. 



_ Zip 



www.littletoncoin.com/specials ©2003 LCC, Inc. 



comrades 



928-3552; USS LCS (L) 92, Owego, NY, 10/2-4, 
Tom Savino, (607) 732-8947; USS Lofberg DD 
759, Seattle, 10/3-5, Louise Loeb, (573) 437-8100, 
all@fidnet.com; USS LST 72 & 347, Washington, 
9/10-14, Dale J. Nelsen, (940) 692-5946, 
danedjn@aol.com; USS Manchester CL 83, 
Biloxi, MS, 9/28-10/1, John Kish, (330) 782-2653, 
chucksingleterry@comcast.net; USS McCoy 
Reynolds DE 440, St. Louis, 10/2-5, John Hegedus, 
(314) 821-6030, john.drum@prodigy.net 

USS Mississippi EAG 128, Philadelphia, 
10/16-19, Roger Moscone, (619) 423-5847; 
USS Nantahala AO 60, Nashville, TN, 
10/30-1 1/1 , Hank O'Connell, (912) 427-4080, 
hankoc@bellsouth.net; USS Neosho Assn AO 
23/48/143, Neosho, MO, 9/24-28, Steve Irving, 
(540) 832-3307, varidgerunner@cs.com; USS 
Newman DE 205/APD 59, Albany, NY, 9/1 8-21 , 
Sam Pagano, (609) 888-4185; USS Oriskany 
CVA 34, Oriskany, NY 9/28-1 0/1 , Ron Sculley, 
(814) 866-5214, rsculleyab1@aol.com 

USS Ralph Talbot DD 390, DESRON 4, Wichita, 
KS, 10/7-12, William A. Aupperlee, (818) 762- 
5165; USS Richard P. Leary DD 664, Charleston, 
SC, 10/8-12, Leon Wolper, (843) 556-9509, 
betlee18@netzero.com; USS Rupertus DD 851, 
Chicago, 9/3-7, Ron Bradrick, 13732 Z Circle, 
Omaha, NE 68137, rupertusdd851@aol.com; 
USS Rutland APA 192, Laughlin, NV, 11/11-15, 
Bill Oliver, (918) 343-9524; USS Sangamon 
CVE 26, Norfolk, VA, 9/13-18, Hank Millan, (201) 
823-3560, hankjm1@peoplepc.com 

USS San Carlos AVP 51, St. Louis, 10/12-13, 
Thayne Smith, (435) 644-5154; USS Sperry 
AS 12 (1942-1982), Marquette, Ml, 10/2-4, 
Jim Taylor, (757) 463-2804, as12usn@cs.com; 
USS Steinaker DD 863, Jackson, Ml, 9/13, 
Raymond Didur, (847) 683-0018; USS Stickell 
DD 888, Annapolis, MD, 10/12-15, Rich Rountree, 
(410) 770-9765, treedd888@earthlink.net; USS 
Stormes DD 780, Jackson, Ml, 9/13, Raymond 
Didur, (847) 683-0018 

USS Terrell County LST 1 157, Hampton, VA, 
10/23-28, George R. O'Connell, (703) 801-5364, 
groconnell@lst1157.com; USS Thomas Jefferson 
APA 30, Atlantic City, NJ, 9/22-25, Robert 
Stewart, (201) 264-2783; USS Tucson CL 98, 
Spokane, WA, 9/3-6, Bob Saty, (509) 447-5718, 
mobosaty@povn.com; USS Van Valkenburgh DD 
656 (WWII), Sept, Vivian Graham, (863) 853-7963; 
USS Vogelgesang DD 862, Jackson, Ml, 9/13, 
Raymond Didur, (847) 683-0018 

USS Warrington DD 843, Jackson, Ml, 9/13, 
Raymond Didur, (847) 683-0018; USS Whitehurst 
DE 634 (1950-1971), Peoria, IL, 10/2-5, Max 
Crow, (915) 598-2606, crowmax@earthlink.net; 
USS Woodford AKA 86, Nashville, TN, 1 0/2-5, 
Jim Cutler, (920) 739-8065, mrc4fox@aol.com; 
USS Worcester CL 144, Branson, MO, 10/2-6, 
Phil Harter, (845) 255-2603, philharter@aol.com; 
USS Yancey AKA 93, Corpus Christi, TX, 
10/23-26, George Clifton, (708) 425-8531, 
clifs@ameritech.net 

USS Zellars DD 777, Tucson, AZ, 10/2-6, H. 
Blessit, (770) 504-1064; Utility Sqdn One, 
Branson, MO, 5/30-6/6, Don McLean, (724) 693- 
0578, nair.cb@verizon.net; VF-22 (Korean War 
Cruise), Jacksonville, FL, 10/20-23, Jack A. Bailey, 
(757) 340-5922, charlies-son@email.msn.com; 
VF-92/VF-54 "Silverkings" (1952-1975), San 
Francisco, 10/6-10, Benny V. Houser, (707) 538- 
4952; VP-47, San Diego, 10/17-19, Chuck Petri, 
(972) 690-3391 , cpetri@home.com 

VP-93, Chesterfield Township, Ml, 11/1, Howard 
Rundell, (248) 344-1969, g5av8or@aol.com; VP/ 
VPB-23 Vets Assn, Jacksonville, FL, 10/14-19, 
Don Klotz, (203) 762-91 1 1 , dklotzvp23@aol.com; 
VX-1 Sqdn "Pioneers," NAS Patuxent River, 
MD, 1 0/9-1 1 , Rick Scudder, (703) 601 -1 731 , 
richard.scudder@navy.mil 
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LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 

Post 65, AZ: Henry Branch, William K. Byrd, 
George Colebrook, Charles Craig Jr., Willie 
Gray, Jap Harrison, William Harvey, Tommie 
Jenkins, Ernest Johnson, Henry Martin, 
Ronald Pope 

Post 21, CA: Donald E. Roth, Eugene Wright, 
Raymond D. Zuest 

Post 21, CT: Mark Flaherty, Lee M. Randall, Terry 
O. Sandsbury 

Post 22, CT: Gerald J. Williams Sr. 

Post 154, CT: John Banas 

Post 72, FL: Jerry M. Mitchell 

Post 193, IA: Clifford E. Allison, Weldon H. 
Andersen, Arthur O. Barr, George Bringle, 
Orville W. Burditt, Russell W. Corderman, 
Francis D. Edwards, Robert Ellrich, Clayton 
Ellwanger, L.C. Engel, Warren M. Frerichs, 
Holgar V. Grau, Oscar Harris, Herman H. 
Hinrichs, Elmer Jensen, Ellsworth E. Jeppeson, 
Bob M. Johnson, Russell Johnson, Oscar W. 
Jorgensen, Kenneth W. Kinney, Raymond Kurtz, 
Chris M. Laursen, Dean R. Layman, Donald J. 
Main, Clifford R. Monson, Frank J. Movall, A.W. 
Nelson, Dean B. Nelsen, Cyril E. O'Rourke, 
Raymond Orth, Glen Paeper, Warren Peters, 
Howard C. Petersen, Philip Pitzen, Arnold 
Rasmussen, John H. Robinson, Lawrence 
Schmidt, Willard Schuler, Dale E. Warme, David 
A. Wiley, Don E. Williams, George H. Wilson 

Post 19, MA: Joseph Alberti, James R Barker, 
James B. Brown, Richard E. Campbell, David 
R Chamberlain, Randall S. Comeau, George 
H. Cooley, James A. Cottam, Kevin J. Crosby, 
Warren E. Fend, John R. Foster, Edward 
J. Gaudette, George F. Hines Jr., Robert F. 
Horgan, Timothy F. Kavanaugh, John LoPrete, 
William McRitchie, John J. McCarthy, Jerry 
Mennito, Paul H. Murphy, Joseph D. Neylon, 
Walter E. Nolan, James O'Neil, John R. 
O'Callaghan, Pasqualino S. Piccione, Robert 
L. Pickett, Charles A. Pike, James F. Powers, 
Jesse J. Quinn Jr., Robert A. Quinn, A. George 
Russo, John F. Sartell, Donald E. Shaw, Robert 
S. Swift, Ordis Whitmore 

Post 94, MD: Ralph Smith, Hershel J. Steele 

Post 180, MD: Thomas M. Connelly Jr. 

Post 191, MD: Edwin C. Darrah, Thomas S. Fisher 

Post 91 , MN: Orvis Anderson, Thomas Downey, 
Douglas Fhadland, Harold Gomer, Ronald 
Oman, Raymond Waters 

Post 144, NY: Robert Valentine 

Post 471, NY: Donald B. Jeffries, William J. 
Teliska 

Post 1544, NY: Frank Canepa, Frank DeAngelis, 
Joseph J. Molinelli, Anthony Pasaro 

Post 1634, NY: Paul Buffa, Anthony Melecca, 
Michael Panarese 

Post 1779, NY: William Greene, Melvin McNinch, 
David L. Perkins, David Widener 



IN SEARCH OF 

2nd Battle Grp 38th Inf 3rd Inf Div (Schweinfurt, 
Germany, 1957-1961), Will Corbitt, wcorbitt1@ 
aol.com 

2nd of 48th Inf HQ Co 3rd Armd Div 
(Gelnhausen, Germany, 1964-1966), Barry J. 
Gimigliano, (845) 657-6353, sarge156@aol.com 

3rd 155 Howitzer Btry & Mike Btry 4th Bn 12th 

Mar 3rd Mar Div FMF, Paul Christensen, (641) 
444-4431 

3rd Eng Bn 24th Inf Div (Fort Stewart, GA, 

1988-1996), Darrell E. Hansen, dhansen@zenith 

equipment.com 
3rd Pit E Co 2nd Bn 66th Rgt 71st Inf Div 3rd 

Army (Ried, Austria, May 1945), Gene Hodge, 

(870) 772-4723, nhodge8527@aol.com 
5th Army Band (Fort Sheridan, IL, 1961- 

1962), Wayne Rosebery, (616) 754-5162, 

roseberyw@charterm i . n et 
7th Inf Div HHC 2/31 Inf Div (Camp Casey, 

Korea, Jan-Mar 1968), Bill C. Smith, 

briarwoodplaza@msn.com 
8th Army 519th MP Bn (Yokohama, Japan, 1946- 

1947), Jim Bresnan, (215) 342-9127 
1 1th LIB Americal Div C Co 1st Bn 20th Inf Rgt 



(Vietnam, 1967-1968), Glen C. Davis, (405) 
932-4415 

16th Sig Bn (Fort Huachuca, AZ, 1960-1961 

& Butzbach Schloss Kaserne, Germany, 

1961-1963), H.W. Deering, (817) 737-6785, 

aromega@aol .com 
19th TCS (Oahu, HI, WWII), Joseph Anzalone, 

(973) 772-9259 
29th Army Band (Okinawa, 1962-1963), Wayne 

Rosebery, (616) 754-5162, roseberyw@ 

chartermi.net 
44th Med Bdge 29th Evac (Vietnam, 1968-1969), 

Nick Veitz, (724) 843-6977, snakeboots® 

access995.com 
50th Field Hosp (Europe, 1944-1945), Ed 

Williams Jr., (717) 399-3901 , ziggy203@juno.com 
55th QM Depot (Ascom City, Korea, 1955-1957), 

Steve Du Bos, hangook@hotmail.com 
70th AAA Rgt HQ Btry (New Caledonia & 

Guadalcanal, Mar 1942-Dec 1943), Donald 

Backe, (765) 362-6448 
81st Supply Sqdn (RAF Bentwaters, England, 

1960-1965), Chuck Jones, (276) 944-4417, 

anjin1@webtv.net 
92nd Chem Mortar Bn (Europe, 1943-1945), 

43 Charter Oak Lane, Marlton, NJ 08053, 

sj kstarwars@comcast. net 
97th LCU Boats (Cam Ran Bay, Vietnam, 1965- 

1966), Charles Kidwell, (731) 803-2857 
101st Abn 3rd Bn 506th Para Inf (Jan 1945), Joe 

Keller, (973) 875-3424 
108th, 168th & 180th Bomb Sqdns (Bordeaux/ 

Laon, France, 1951-1955), Budd E. Revesz, 

(847) 823-4261, b57jock@aol.com 
124th AAA Gun Bn (Europe, July 1944-Dec 

1945) , Robert A. Jansen, (618) 344-5067 
133rd AC&W (Alexandria, LA, Sept 1953), 

Mitchell Gramza, (716) 937-9381 
144th Seabee Bn (Guam, WWII), Joseph Mancini, 

(203) 929-1065, mancinijh@aol.com 
179th Cbt Eng Bn Patton's 3rd Army (WWII), 

John Beale Watkins, (410) 661-0529, 

johnredfoxl 3@aol.com 
187th Abn Rgt Cbt Team QM Para Maint Pit, 

(Camp Kashii, Japan, 1953-1954), Ralph Troll, 

(309) 523-2190, rtroll123@aol.com 
333rd FA Bn (WWII), Howard Drew, (202) 726- 

2226, howard.drew@verizon.net 
347th LARC Co (Fort Story, VA & Vietnam, 1966), 

Terry Retzer, terry253@1st.net 
485th Cbt Eng A Co (Erlangen, Germany, 1 950- 

1953) , Tom Mitchell, 319 Lake Shore Drive, Lake 
Hiawatha, NJ 07034, cm95ck@aol.com 

494th Ord Heavy Auto Maint Co (Sept 1944-Aug 

1946) , D.A. Alvino, (973) 427-6968 

514th FTS F-86 D Unit (RAF Manston, England & 

Ramstein AFB, Germany, Feb 1957-Dec 1960), 

Bob Valdatta, (907) 224-5656 
515th Trans Co (Vietnam, 1966), Terry Retzer, 

terry253@1st.net 
547th Eng Co (FB) (Camp Mercer, Korea, 

1965-1966), Dan Pitts, (570) 698-5122, 

trigger@echoes.net 
555th TFS (Thailand, July 1966-July 1967), Mrs. 

Robert Christal, (512) 444-6276, amcp413@ 

aol.com 

557th MP Co (Long Binh, Vietnam, 1971-1972), 

Charles Kidwell, (731) 803-2857 
558th MP Co (Kriegsfeld Spec Wpns Depot, 

Germany, 1963-1969), Ron Buckholz, (281) 

448-9558, rnbucky@sbcgl obal.net 
619th Ord Co (Kriegsfeld Spec Wpns Depot, 

Germany, 1963-1969), Ron Buckholz, (281) 

448-9558, rnbucky@sbcglobal.net 
622nd EAM Co (K-13, Sewon, Korea, July-Dec 

1954) , Carl W. Olson Jr., (309) 563-9684 
623rd MASS (North Africa, Oct 1966-July 1968), 

Paul Eygnor, 5848 Lime Kiln Road, Wolcott, NY 

14590, peygnor@hotmail.com 
756th Eng Pts Sup Co (Hanau Eng Depot, 

Wolfgang Kaserne, Germany, 1946-1948), 

Charles "Robbie" Robertson, (615) 355-9107, 

crbtsn7@cs.com 
833rd EAB H&S Co Basketball Team (Toul 

Rosiere AB, France, 1955-1956), Raymond E. 

Morgan, 143 Fox Hill Lane, Fairmont, WV 26554, 

remorgan wv@aol .com 
839th EAB (K-8, Oson, Korea, Dec 1954-July 



1955), Carl W. Olson Jr., (309) 563-9684 
931st EAG HQ (Taegu, Korea, 1954-1955), Bruce 
Wiley, (480) 883-0931 , bmewiley@aol.com 
1099th Medium Boat Co (Cat Lo, Vietnam, 1967- 

1968), Charles Kidwell, (731) 803-2857 
1620th Serv Unit Stat Hosp (Fort McCoy, Wl, 

July 1942-Feb 1945), William J. Kramer, (920) 

446-3472 

1997th AACS (Snelgrove, Fort Pepperrell, 

Newfoundland, 1952-1956), J.D. Terry, 

6064 Klamath, Fort Mojave, AZ 86426, 

jkyddog9@citilink.net 
2772nd Eng Topo Bn C Co, (England & 

France, 1942-1945), Rosie Maiorano, 

roslu6@hotmail.com 
3904th Comp Wing SAC (Camp Carson, CO, & 

Stead AFB, NV, Dec 1950-Feb 1954), Charles R. 

Burns, (706) 673-5316 
Americal Div 23rd Inf, Div Arty Aerial Observer 

Sect (Chu Lai, Vietnam, 1968), Glen C. Davis, 

(405) 932-4415 
B Co 2nd Army 3rd Armor Cav (Camp Pickett 

and Fort Meade, 1953-1955), Jack Love, (863) 

534-8802 

B Co 3/60th 9th Inf Div (Vietnam, 1966), Ruhlin 
Gregory, (309) 694-2792, dfgregory@bwsys.net 

B Co 118th Eng Bn (Henry Kaserne, Munich, 
Germany, 1952-1955), Andrew R Veres, (216) 
261-3712 

C Co 1 01 st Sig Bn Corps (Japan & Korea, Jan 
1951 -Dec 1953), Richard F. Messinger, (717) 
632-6153 

Co 43-442 (NTC San Diego, Oct 1943), Bill Smith, 

(580) 549-6513, vsmith@sirinet.net 
Co 315 (NTC San Diego, June-Aug 1955), Monty 

Richerson, (209) 862-2038, lourich@bigvalley.net 
Cuban Missile Crisis (Opa Locka AFS, 

Oct 1962), Paul Decker, (215) 679-6101 , 

pdecker@seweurodrive.com 
D Co 48th Armd Inf (Camp Roberts, CA, 

Mar-Aug 1952), Vincent K. Blackhawk, (406) 

343-2107 

Fit 51 AF Basic Tng (Lackland AFB, Jan- 
Feb 1952), Dee Reid, (888) 672-2149, 
c21reid@aol.com 

Fit 2843 3654th BMTS (Sept 1953-Dec 1953), 
John Miller, (207) 772-2483 

Hoffman Island Radio School Sect 1-58 (1944- 

1945) , Harry Sletten, AP 583, Ajijic, Jalisco, 
Mexico, 01 1-52 (376) 766-0839 

HQ Sv Trp 24th Constab Sq (Fritzlar & Hersfeld, 
Germany, 1950), Lloyd Broughton, (870) 994- 
2979, usn71to99@centurytel.net 

Killeen Base (1967-1969), Edwin West, (207) 
582-5904 

"Molesworth Moles" Baseball Team (Molesworth 
RAF Stat, England, 1956), Raymond E. 
Morgan, 143 Fox Hill Lane, Fairmont, WV 26554, 
remorgan wv@aol .com 

N-3142 UDT/Heli (Corregidor, Philippines, 1944- 

1946) , Roy Dennis, (763) 494-8882 

Navy Dispensary & Fleet Hosp (Pacific, 1 945- 

1946) , Raymond J. Miller, (570) 385-1 184 
NOB 3149 (Pacific, WWII), Raymond J. Miller, 

(570)385-1184 
OFLC (Noumea, New Caledonia, Nov 1946-Apr 

1947) , Pete Mauro, (718) 442-7120 
Pilot Class 44H (Mather AFB, CA, May- 
June 1944), Tom Wootton, (916) 393-0375, 
torn wot@sbcglobal . net 

Pit 203 L Co 2nd Bn (MCRD Parris Island, SC, 

Jan-Apr 1959), Clair Runkle, (717) 244-4834, 

crunkle@suscom.net 
Pit 494 (Parris Island, SC, 1951), Sante Isopo Sr., 

(860) 749-7537, sisopo@aol.com 
Pit 3036 (MCRD San Diego, Dec 1965-Feb 

1966), Warren Cheney, (760) 868-6966, 

warren.cheney@lmco.com 
Seabees Public Works Div ("Redbird Tests," 

Kwajalein, Antiwetock & Ebye, 1954-1955), 

James Staite, (702) 432-2884 
US Army Air Corps FESAC (Holland, Guiana 

& Manila, Philippines, 1945-1946), Frank C. 

Madar, frankmadar1@juno.com 
US Army Counter-intelligence Corps, Ed Gaffney, 

(973) 744-4795 
US Army Joint Unit Dispensary 5th Bn 77th Arty 

& 2nd Bn 5th Arty (Babenhausen, Germany, 



1964-1967), Steve Batts, (316) 922-7494, 

lackeynetl @ckt.net 
USMC Women's Reserve G Co 2nd HQ Bn 

(Henderson Hall, Arlington, VA, 1944- 

1945), Ruth Endlar Cyphers, (973) 728-1641, 

ruthcyphers@mymailstation.com 
US Naval Landing Force Equip Depot (US Naval 

Dest Base San Diego, 1944-1946), Bill Smith, 

(580) 549-6513, vsmith@sirinet.net 
US Naval Sub Base Balboa, Panama, Canal 

Zone (Waterfront, Fire Dept, 1946-1948), Lloyd 

Wicklund, (941)723-0843 
USS Antaeus AS 21 (1943), R.J. Walley Jr., (781) 

944-1 557 

USS Bluefish SSN 675, George W. Baker, (757) 

853-1932, subseadog@aol.com 
USS Bon Homme Richard CVA 31 Heli Cbt 

Support Sqdn 1 Det 31 (Jan 1966-Jan 

1969), Irving DeWald, (815) 634-4706, 

idewald@msn.com 
USS Cavalier APD 128 (Korea, 1954-1956), Tom 

Underwood, alvau@hp9000.macc.cc.mo.us 
USS Chiwaukum AOG 26 (Pacific, 1944-1945), 

Raymond J. Miller, (570) 385-1 184 
USS Decatur DD 936 (1961-1964), Jon Mospaw, 

(863) 956-3565, carcompj@tampabay.rr.com 
USS Gen. W.R Richardson AP 1 18 ("R" Div, 

1945), Robert Viena, (508) 994-7914 
USS Honolulu Band (1944-1945), Silas Strivings, 

(585) 493-5501 
USS Hornet CV 8/CV 12/CVA 12/CVS 12, 

Mobile, AL, 9/1-14, Dave Burton, (703) 670-9040, 

sroy481@aol.com 
USS Hyman DD 732 (1960-1965), J. Paul Giuliani, 

(802) 223-2185, ellwood1@adelphia.net 
USS LSM 53 (Philippines, 1944-1945), Joseph 

Koenig, (502)937-7012 
USS LSM 108 (1945-1946), George Stertzbach, 

(330) 756-2681 , igaman@sssnet.com 
USS LST 512 (1945), R.J. Walley Jr., (781) 

944-1 557 

USS LST 1048 (WWII), Adrian Hussey, 
dhuz@esn.net 



Smart Mower 

for Small Lawns! 

The NEUTON ™ Cordless Electric 
Mower uses no gas or oil, so it's 
quiet, clean, and starts instantly — 
every time! So lightweight, it's 
easy for anyone to use. So 
economical it costs just 10<t to 
mow a 1/4 acre lawn. Never 
needs a tune-up! 
Unique patented 
attachment TRIMS 
around trees and 
EDGES along 
sidewalks. 



For full FREE details mail the coupon below, or call 

TOLL-FREE 1-800-451-6222 




YES! Please rush your Free Catalog and Video all about 
the amazing NEUTON™ Cordless Electric Mower, and 

details of your optional Trimmer/Edger Attachment. 
Name 

AML 

Address 

City State ZIP 

E-mail ; 

COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS® 

Dept.46508X / — 3- 
Meigs Road, P.O. Box 25 fl B U fc O fl 

[_Vero,ennes,VT 05491 www.neutonmowers.com j 




Hear The Radio That 
Woke Up An Entire Industry. 



The sound of most tabletop music 
systems leaves much to be desired. But 
now the award-winning Bose® Wave® 
radio/CD changes all that. 

We think it's the best-sounding music 
system for its size, and audio critics agree. 
Like Sound & Vision which says, "I'm 
not aware of anything else quite like it 
at any price." 

The Wave® radio/CD fits almost any- 
where and is available directly from Bose, 
the most respected name in sound. Call 
now to learn more about our satisfaction 
guarantee and risk-free in-home trial. Ask 
about our payment plan which lets you 




make 12 interest-free monthly payments.* 
Order now and shipping is free. Plus, you'll 
get a free Bose CD carrying case. This versa- 
tile carrier protects up to 24 of your favorite 
CDs or DVDs in static-free sleeves. 



■f 



Order by 
September 30, 2003 
and receive a FREE 

CD Case. 



Call Today, 1-800-836-6754, ext. TB758. 

For information on all our products: www.bose.com/tb758 



Better sound through research® 

©2003 Bose Corporation. Patent rights issued and/or pending. The Wave® radio design is also a trademark of Bose Corporation. * Installment payment plan available on credit card 
orders only and subject to change without notice. Payment plan is subject to credit approval, and other conditions may apply. Your credit card will be debited each month with no 
interest charges from Bose. Credit card rules and interest may apply. First payment to include applicable sales tax. Payment plan, free shipping and free CD Case offers not to be 
combined with any other offer or applied to previous purchases. Risk free refers to 30-day trial offer only. Quote is reprinted by permission: Brian C. Fenton, Sound & Vision, 7/99. 



LEGION SHOPPER 



Silver Wartime Nickel Collection 




Complete 11 Coin Set In 
| Uncirculated Condition 



comrades I 



USS Niobrara AO 72 (Sept 1951 -Dec 1954), 

Byron Elsebough, (772) 388-2444 
USS SC-996 (1944), R.J. Walley Jr., (781) 944-1557 
USS Staten Island AGB 5 (Deep Freeze 4, 

1958-1959), Rodney G. Burt, (507) 288-3071 , 

rgbckm60@venturecs.net 
USS Terrell County LST 1 1 57, George R. 

O'Connell, (703) 801-5364, groconnell@ 

Ist1 1 57.com 
V Corps (WWII), Richard R Connell, (402) 344- 

4120, mgconnell@prodigy.net 
VII Corps LRRP Co Abn 'Jayhawk LRRPs" 

C Co 58th Inf LRP (Nellingen, Germany, 

1961-1969), Joe Chetwynd, (781) 826-2259, 

viilrrpabnhq@juno.com 
VMFA-115 (Chu Lai, Vietnam, 1967-1968), 

Warren Cheney, (760) 868-6966, warren. 

cheney@lmco.com 
VR-23 (Atsugi, Japan, 1954-1957), Robert 

H. Hudson Jr., (334) 358-2678, jpratt@ 

huntingdon.edu 
VS-30 Anti-Sub Sqdn (Norfolk NAS, 1955-1957), 

Jim Tising, (719) 547-2364, jrtising@yahoo.com 

TAPS 

Daniel H. Burkhardt, Dept. of Maryland. Nat l 

Counter-Subversive Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1961- 
1962, Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Memb. 1965-1969, Nat'l 
Legis. Cncl. Memb. 1976-1986, Nat'l Public 
Relations Cmsn. Advisory Board Memb. 1978- 
1981, Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Nat'l 
Cmdr.'s Rep. 1981-1983, Nat'l Naval Affairs 
Cmte. Memb. 1983-2003. 

Joseph C. Murphy, Dept. of Illinois. Nat'l Sec. 
Tng. Cmte. Memb. 1950-1955, Nat'l Education 
& Scholarship Cmte. Memb. 1954-1961, Nat'l 
Employment Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1959-1960, 
Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 
1961-1964, Dept. Cmdr. 1965-1966 and Nat'l 
Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1966-1967. 

Clayton C. Schlick, Dept. of Iowa. Nat'l 
Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1961- 
1962, Nat'l Housing Cmte. Memb. 1962-1968, 
Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 
1965-1966, Nat'l Economic Cmsn. Consultant 

1968- 1969, Nat'l Emblem Sales Cmte. Memb. 

1969- 1996, Nat'l Emblem Sales Cmte. Chmn. 

1971- 1983 and Nat'l Emblem Sales Vice 
Chmn. 1991-1993. 

Paul M. Severson, Dept. of Louisiana. Nat'l 
Sec. Cncl. Memb. 1967-1968, Nat'l Sec. Cncl. 
Vice Chmn. 1968-1969 and 1991-1997, Nat'l 
Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1970-1973 
and 1974-1977, Nat'l Rehab. Cmsn. Advisory 
Board Memb. 1976-1977 and 1983-1984, Dept. 
Cmdr. 1979-1980, Alt. Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 
1983-1985, Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1983-1985, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 
1987-1991, Nat'l Sec. Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. 
Memb. 1987-1988, Nat'l Economic Cmsn. 
Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1988-1991 and Nat'l 
Cemetery Cmte. Memb. 1997-2003. 

Casimir F. Sojka, Dept. of New York. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1976-1977, Nat'l Sec. Cmsn. Memb. 
1976-1977, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 1976- 
1986, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1977- 
1978, Nat'l American Legion Magazine Cmsn. 
Consultant 1982-1985 and 1996-2003, and 
Nat'l American Legion Life Insurance & Trust 
Cmte. Consultant 1986-1996. 

Rudolph Zern, Dept. of Missouri. Nat'l Rehab. 
Cmsn. Advisory Board Memb. 1955-1956, 
Nat'l Counter-Subversive Cmte. Memb. 
1956-1959, Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. 
Memb. 1961-1962, Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Memb. 
19623-1965, Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1965-1966 and 1972-1973, Dept. Cmdr. 1969- 
1970, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 

1970- 1972, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Memb. 

1972- 1981, Nat'l Public Relations Cmte. 
Memb. 1981-1987 and Nat'l Legis. Cmsn. 
Memb. 1987-1999. 

Dolores A. Ziegler, Dept. of Washington. 
Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1999-2000, Nat'l 
American Legion Magazine Cmsn. Memb. 

2000- 2003 and Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 

2001- 2003. 




HEARING AIDS 

UP TO 60% SAVINGS 



30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

> ALL MAKES & MODELS • TERMS ARRANGED 
- 30 YRS. EXPERIENCE * ALL MAKE REPAIRS 
• CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800-323-1212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL BOX 1645, R0CKF0RD, IL 61110 



"» WORLD'S iJ & 

Used LOWEST PRICES Trade 



Factory Direct 

V 




All Sizes 

Electropedic® Scooters & Wheel Chairs Chair & 
Adjustable Beds Vehicle Lifts & Elevators Stair-Lifts 



ElectroEase.com 
800-446-5040 



CLASSIFIED 



SEND ADVERTISING COPY AND REMITTANCE TO: 
Joan Rizzo, Classified Advertising, The American 
Legion Magazine, c/o Fox Associates, Inc., 347 
5th Ave., Suite 1110, New York, NY 10016. (212) 
725-2106, FAX (212) 779-1928. All Classified 
advertising is payable in advance by check or 
money order. Please make remittance payable 
to "The American Legion Magazine." RATES: 
$24 per word. Count street addresses and box 
numbers as two words; all city, state and zip 
codes as three words. CIRCULATION: 2,550,000 
per month. DEADLINE: Advertising copy must 
be received 60 days before cover date of issue 
desired. All advertisements are accepted at the 

discretion of the publisher. 

APPAREL 

SUSPENDERS. Patented "no-slip clip." Catalog, 
(800) 700-4515, www.suspenders.com. 

BOOKS & MAGAZINES 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. Ivy House Pub- 
lishing Group. Write: 5122 Bur Oak Circle, Dept. 
AL, Raleigh, NC 27612, (800) 948-2786. 

CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARDS 

DRINK TOKENS. Catalog, (800) 233-0828. 

OF INTEREST TO ALL 

FREEBIES, (818) 753-6619. 

WWW.NOBLEEAGLEBALL.COM. 

SEPTIC TANK GUIDE, $10. How to: buy, find, 




In 1942, wartime production reached its 
peak and nickel, being extremely hard was needed for 
armaments. To free up as much nickel as possible for 
the war effort, the U.S. Mint replaced the copper-nick- 
el five-cent piece with the 1942-1945 version com- 
prised of silver and manganese. Silver Wartime 
Nickels were struck at all three mints and carry a 
unique large mintmark over the Monticello dome. This 
historic set of Silver Wartime nickels comes in Brilliant 
Uncirculated condition and includes all 1 1 coins struck 
from 1942-1945. Only $99.95 per set, with custom 
holder. FREE Wartime Steel Cent with your order. 
Postage & handling $7 for 1-3 sets. $9 4-6 sets. 




FREE 

Wartime 

Steel 

Cent 



Eastern Numismatics Inc 



Major 
Credit Cards 
Accepted 



642 Franklin Ave Garden City, N.Y. 11530 

1-800-835-0008 

N.Y. state residents add appropriate sales tax. 
Visit us on the internet at USCOINS.COM 




mmnm 



• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1 159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 



by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 

P.O.Box 547AL, Peru, ll_ 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 



maintain, prevent failure. AMW Press, Box 
1406, Bayville, NY 11771. Check/money order, 
amwpress@msn.com. 

AFFORDABLE CIGARETTES Starting at $10.99. 
Call (800) 542-6042, www. 1 SingleFeather.com. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

CIGARETTES START $9.75! Easy, fast, friendly, 
(877) 945-0704. 

CIGARETTES AT DISCOUNT PRICES. Call toll-free, 
(877) 945-0862. Volume discounts, free shipping, 
free lighters. 

PERSONALS 

ASIAN WOMEN! Overseas. Sunshine Penpals, 
(808) 325-7707. 

MEET NICE SINGLES. Catalog, (931) 879-4625. 

WANTED 

HELMETS, (215) 357-9060. 

BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 455-2519. 

SWORDS, (800) 798-6167. 

OLD GUITARS, (800) 451-9728. 

WINE & BEER MAKING 

FREE CATALOG, (800) 841-7404. Kraus, 
Box 7850-LM, Independence, MO 64054, 
www.eckraus.com/offers/lm.asp. 
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tary Matters, Inc. 

Dept. AL-N1Q 
1304 Portland Ave, 
ft Roches ler, NY 146^1 j 

10am 5pm Mon-R.=tE 

New SB -Page Color Catalog-$3,S 



www.militarymatters.cor 



RHODES HEARING 
FREE CA TALOG! 

MINI-C 




SAVE HUNDREDS! 
• 45 DAY TRIAL! 



CALL OR WRITE: 

RHODES HEARING 

201 R11 OHIO ST., 
Brookport, IL 62910 
-800-320-3300 EXT R1 




IMPOTENCE 

IMPCf»™ 

• VACUUM THERAPY SYSTEM 

• 95% SUCCESS 

• FDA AND MEDICARE APPROVED 

Osco Savon Eckerd 

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800- 475-3091 



A treasured 
symbol of your 
service 




Choose from over 140 different rings 
Classic Military Rings are in a different 
league from typical service rings. They're 
proudly worn by over 22,000 servicemen and 
women, both active duty and veterans. 

Call today for a FREE color catalog: 
1-503-731 -9256 (24 hr. recorded 
message). Or write: Classic Military Rings, 
435 SE 85th Dept. A-803, Portland OR 97216. 
www.ClassicRings.com | Code a-803 ] , 

■ MM J 



U.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 



FREE RIBBON BAR MOUNTING SERVICE 
EXPERT ASSISTANCE, FAST DELIVERY 

TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-50621 
VETS SUPPLY LINE 
10550 CO. RD 81, #218 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 553C 

SEND $1 .00 FOR OUR 48 PAGE CATALOG 



MOVING???? 



CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 
WEB SITE: www.vetssupplyline.com 



MEN'S WIDE SHOES 



EEE-EEEEEE, SIZES 5-13 

• FREE catalog 

• High quality 

• 200 styles 

HITCHCOCK SHOESJNC. 

Dept. 5F Hingham, MA 02043 
1 -0OO992-WI DE www. mdeehoee. co m 




Need Sleep? P ^ 

ADJUSTABLE BED" 



In-Home 
90 Day 
Trial 




800401-8692 

Or write to: Sleep Comfort Adjustable Beds 
15950 Bernardo Center Dr., #B, San Diego, CA 92127 

www.sleep-comfort.com 



SINGERS! Sggffi! 

Unlimited Free Backgrounds 

from Original Standard Recordings! 
Tho tnpso n Voca f E liminator ™ 



Free Brochure/ De 



(770)432^2485 - Bet 73 

LTSound Dept AM 7980 LT Parkway, Lithoriia. GA^OOsa 
ww w. \/<y / IE tirrt irra for. c: om /&. o/va L. 
Better Than Karaoke For Over 25 Years! 



1 




northAmerican Offers 
Moving Discounts 

save $$$ 

On Your Next 
Interstate Move! 

North American Van Lines offers 
American Legion members discounts 
on interstate moves. (Long Distance 
State to State). Let North American, 
the world's largest professional mover, 
transport your household goods with 
moving services to meet every need 
and budget. In addition to a discount, 
you will receive up to $50,000 coverage 
on your household goods at no charge. 

For more information or a free 
estimate call: North American Van 
Lines/Moving Solutions. 

1-800-524-5533 

Email: andy2828@aol.com 



3000 Official 
Medals, Badges, 
^Patches & Insignia 
Army • Navy 
Marines 
.•Air Force 

Call for your FREE Color Catalog 

WUcn -800-486-1 651 



Visit our 
Web Store 



www.usmedals.com 



Enjoy an active 
rewarding lifestyle! 

Scooter Lifts & Ramps Available. 
Quality & Savings You Deserve! 

1-800-229-1317 
Scooter Discounters 




Hearing Aids ! Free Catalog 



Save Up To 70% 
Ph.312-201-1116 
Monroe Heariire 



Box A-3976 Dept.L Chicago,!! 60690 
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parting shots | 

They say 70 percent 
of major accidents 
occur in the home. 
The rest occur in 
voting booths. 



ON A CROSS-COUNTRY driving 
trip, a group of guys decided to 
tour the brewery of their favorite 
beer. As they marveled at the 
process, one of them slipped and 
fell into a huge vat of beer. While 
the man's friends waited outside, 
brewery workers tried to save him. 

A half-hour later, one of the 
supervisors came out to tell the 
guys their friend had drowned. 

"Do you think he suffered 
much?" one of them asked. 

"I don't think so," the supervi- 
sor said. "In fact, before he 
drowned, he climbed out three 
times to go to the bathroom." 

A TEXAN, A RUSSIAN AND a 

New Yorker went to a restaurant 
in London, and the waiter said, 
"Excuse me, but if you order the 
steak you might not get one, as 
there is a shortage." 

The Texan asked, "What's a 
shortage?" 

The Russian asked, "What's a 
steak? " 

The New Yorker asked, "What's 
excuse me?" 

"A GOVERNMENT is the only 
known vessel that leaks from 
the top." 

-James Reston 

A YOUNG COUPLE was driving 
down a moonlit country road 
when the car engine coughed, 




"Would you like to wait?" 




"You'll have to excuse me. I'm only 
on about 20 hours of sleep, 



and the car came to a halt. 
"That's funny," the boy said. "I 
wonder what that knocking was." 

"Well, I can tell you one thing 
for sure," the girl responded 
coolly. "It wasn't opportunity." 

"HOW DOES that phone cord get 
so tangled? All I do is talk and 
hang up. I don't pick it up and do 
a cartwheel and a somersault." 

- Larry Miller 

THE BOSS joined a group of 
coworkers at the water-cooler 
and told a series of jokes he'd 
heard recently. Everybody 
laughed — everybody, that is, 
except John. 

When the boss noticed he was 
getting no reaction from John, 
he asked, "What's the matter, 
John? No sense of humor?" 

"I don't have to laugh," he 
replied. "I'm quitting tomorrow." 

WHEN HIS FATHER died, John 
told the funeral director to spare 
no expense. So when a 
bill for $12,000 arrived 
after the funeral, 
John paid it without 
hesitation. The next 
[ month, he received a 
bill for $85. He paid 
it, figuring something 
had been left off the 
original bill. But a 
working month later, he 

received another bill 




"Here she comes! Think of me when you 
hear that sweet flush to freedom!" 

for $85. This time, John called the 
funeral director. 

"You said you wanted the best 
funeral we could arrange," the 
director told him, "so I rented 
him a tuxedo." 

WHAT'S THE DEFINITION of 

perfect pitch? Throwing a ukulele 
into a trash bin without it 
touching the sides. 

"THE POOR FILM editor for the 
fishing shows. This guy has to 
watch all the footage that just 
wasn't exciting enough to make 
it into the final product." 

- Brian Regan 
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W Asbestos 
tejCancer Hits 
Former 
Sailors 



Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 



The David Law Firm* 




"Defeating today's Goliaths' 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 



(Law Offices of Jonathan David, P.C.*) 
10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 



N Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 



For Medical Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org 
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 



,® Genuine Comfort 

Men's Walking Shoes 




> Habernickel, Pres. 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Peckville, PA 18452 

Better than ever for comfort, style & simplicity. 

Soft supple uppers are genuine leather with durable man-made counter, 
quarter and trim. Fully padded collar and tongue, absorbent, breathable 
linings backed with foam provide soft, easy steps, as do Dr. Scholl's® f amous 
Advanced Heel Cushion Insoles™. Get comfort you can count on! 
Best of all, there are no buckles, no laces, just one simple 
flick of the MagicCling™ strap and you're in for the most 
comfortable walk of your life! Just 29.99! Order now! 



DrScholls 



Modular System 

for cushioned comfort 



Molded 
heel cup 

with 

latex pad 

positions 
foot and 
adds extra 
layer of 
cushioning 

EVA heel insert for 

shock-absorption 

*TPR outsole for 

lightweight comfort 




■ Walking Shoes 




Haband 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Peckville, Pennsylvania 18452 

Send shoes. I enclose $ 

purchase price plus $E^$Joward 
postage. 



FREE POSTAGE! 



ALL THESE SIZES: 

D and EEE Widths: 
Note: EEE starts at size 8 

7 7Y 2 8 8Y2 9 9Y 2 
10 11 12 13 14 

NO EXTRA CHARGE for EEE! 



□ VISA 



□ 



Card # 

Mr./Mrs./Ms. 

Address 

City & State _ 



© 


77Y-47803 


WHAT 
SIZE? 


WHAT 
WIDTH? 


HOW 
MANY? 




01 


Black 










U4 


Brown 










2E 


Khaki 














Exp. 




/ 



. Apt. # . 



.Zip. 



mail 



For shipping confirmation, your e-mail address, please! 



